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India, Japan strengthen energy cooperation 
through Ministerial Dialogue 

Shah slams Opposition for misleading 
public on Constitution Bill 

IREDA signs performance-
based MoU with MNRE 
New Delhi, Aug 25 (Representative) 

Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency 
Limited (IREDA) today signed a performance-based 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the 
Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) 
outlining certain targets for FY 2025-26. The MoU 
was signed by Santosh Kumar Sarangi, secretary, 
MNRE, and Pradip Kumar Das, CMD, IREDA. 
Senior officials of both MNRE and IREDA were 
present. The MoU includes certain key performance 
parameters for measuring performance such as 
Return on Net Worth, Return on Capital Employed, 
NPA to Total Loans, Asset Turnover Ratio, EBITDA, 
and others. “With the hope for continuing excellent 
performance for this year also, we are committed to 
sustaining our track record of excellence. IREDA has 
earned an ‘Excellent’ rating in MoU performance for 
the four consecutive years since ► Cont. to Page-2

Govt. e-Marketplace crosses mark of Rs 
15 Lakh cr since its inception in 2016 
New Delhi, Aug 25 (FN Representative) 

The Government e-Marketplace (GeM) has crossed 
a milestone of Rs 15 lakh crore in cumulative Gross 
Merchandise Value (GMV) since its inception in 
2016. A ‘Gross Merchandise Value (GMV)’ refers to 
the total value of all goods and services sold by an 
e-commerce platform or a marketplace over a specific 
period, such as a quarter or year, before any deductions 
for fees, costs, or returns. The remarkable performance 
of GeM highlights the efficient and inclusive public 
procurement ecosystem. Mihir Kumar, CEO, GeM, 
said, “ Crossing the Rs 15 lakh crore GMV milestone 
is a testimony to the trust our stakeholders have 
placed in GeM. This success belongs to the lakhs 
of sellers and buyers who have transformed the 
way public procurement is carried out in India. Our 
focus will continue to be on deepening inclusivity, 
simplifying processes, and fostering innovation so that 
opportunities reach every corner ► Cont. to Page-2

‘Ongoing deglobalisation has made Atmanirbhar 
Bharat mission more important ever,’: IT Min

No second thoughts on insurance law amendment proposals: Industry officials 
■	ED raids five star hotel in Mumbai, arrests 

accused in 117.06 cr PMLA case 
New Delhi, Aug 25 (Agency) The Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) today said that they have arrested one 
Amit Ashok Thepade in connection with an ongoing 
investigation related to a bank fraud of Rs.117.06 Crore 
involving Canara Bank. The arrest was made from a five 
star hotel where the accused was reportedly hiding. The 
arrest was made by its Mumbai Zonal Office. "He had 
been evading authorities for a considerable period. Based 
on actionable intelligence gathered, ED officials located 
him at a prominent five-star hotel in South Mumbai, 
where he had been staying for the past two months," said 
the official. The official said that search conducted at the 
hotel premises led to the freezing of more than 50 bank 
accounts, seizure of cash amounting to Rs. 9.5 Lakh, 
bullion, gold and diamond ► Cont. to Page-2

■	Fiji PM calls on President Murmu 
New Delhi, Aug 25 (Representative) Fiji Prime Minister 
Sitiveni Rabuka, who is on a three-day official visit to 
India, called on President Droupadi Murmu at Rashtrapati 
Bhavan today. The President recalled her meeting with 
him during her State Visit to Fiji in August 2024, as 
well as the beautiful traditional welcome extended to 
her by the indigenous tribal elders. She also recalled her 
interactions with members of the vibrant Indian origin 
community and appreciated the vital role they play in 
deepening understanding and friendship between the two 
countries. Underlining the long-standing relationship 
between India and Fiji, characterized by strong people-
to-people ties, the President said the contributions of 
the Girmitiya community have been significant in not 
only upholding our strong bonds but also shaping Fiji’s 
multicultural identity, diverse ► Cont. to Page-2

■	SC Stays FIR against Psephologist Sanjay 
Kumar over Maharashtra Poll Tweet 

New Delhi, Aug 25 (FN Representative) The Supreme 
Court today stayed proceedings in two FIRs registered 
by Maharashtra police against Professor Sanjay Kumar, 
psephologist and Co-Director of the Centre for the Study 
of Developing Societies (CSDS), over a tweet carrying 
a mistaken analysis of the 2024 Maharashtra Assembly 
elections. A Bench comprising Chief Justice of India B.R. 
Gavai and Justice N.V. Anjaria passed the interim order 
while issuing notice on Kumar’s writ petition seeking 
quashing of the FIRs. On August 17, Kumar had posted 
on X (formerly Twitter) about changes in the number of 
voters in specific constituencies. Realising the analysis 
was erroneous, he issued a clarification and apology on 
August 19. Despite this, police officers reporting to the 
Election Commission registered ► Cont. to Page-2

■	FoIR organizes online session on Frameworks 
for Rating of Properties on Digital Connectivity 

New Delhi, Aug 25 (Reporter) The Forum of Indian 
Regulators (FoIR) today organized an interactive session 
on ‘Framework for Rating of Properties on Digital 
Connectivity, where it was observed that over 70-80 per 
cent of mobile data traffic in India is consumed indoors, 
yet coverage gaps still persist in many premises. This 
insightful session was attended by more than 80 senior 
officers from FoIR and other prominent institutions. In 
his inaugural address, Ravi Mital, Honorary Chairperson 
FoIR & Chairman of IBBI, stressed on robust digital 
connectivity across multiple sectors including finance, 
education, transport, health, housing and beyond. Mittal 
applauded TRAI for some cutting-edge innovation in the 
Telecom sector and highlighted the importance of cross-
sectoral collaboration among ► Cont. to Page-2

■	Mirabai secures gold medal in Commonwealth 
Weightlifting Championships 

Ahmedabad, Aug 25 (FN Representative) Tokyo 
Olympics silver medallist Mirabai Chanu today secured 
the gold medal in Women's 48kg category at the 
Commonwealth Weightlifting Championships being 
played here. Mirabai finished at the top of the podium 
with a total lift of 193kg, 84kgs in snatch and 109 kgs in 
clean and jerk. This was the first time she was competing 
since her fourth place finish at the Paris Olympics. 
Speaking to the press after her victory the Manipur girl 
said: "I am truly delighted to win the gold medal here in 
Ahmedabad. Competing on home soil after a year since 
the Paris Olympics made this moment even more special, 
and the support from the crowd gave me immense 
motivation. This victory is the result of relentless hard 
work, my coaches’ guidance, ► Cont. to Page-2

Revised Model Concession Agreement to be issued soon by Ministry of Ports, Shipping 

Chennai / New Delhi, August 25 
(Bureau) 

Does the Indian insurance 
industry have second 
thoughts about some of 

the amendments proposed to the 
insurance laws? Or whether the 
government itself is planning to 
have a relook at the proposed 
amendments? These questions 
arise as the industry is silent on 
the delay in the introduction of the 
amendment bill in the Parliament 
said an industry expert. And the 
first Chairman of the Insurance 
Regulatory and Development 
Authority of India (IRDAI) 
N.Rangachary who had paved the 

way for the private players came 
out strongly against some of the 
amendment proposals – saying 
`God save the industry’. 

Some of the major changes 
proposed are – composite licence, 
reduction in minimum capital to 
allow regional players, changes in 
the investment norms and others. 
“The industry is remaining silent. 
Perhaps the big players are having 

second thoughts. For instance, the 
world over the composite insurance 
concept is going out of favour. But 
the amendment bill is now proposing 
allowing composite insurance,” the 
expert not wanting to be quoted 
told this writer. "Composite 
registration allows insurers to 
do life/general/health in a single 
registration/insurance company -- 
this promotes operational efficiency 
for insurers having common brands 
across different lines of business," 
remarked Conjeevaram Baradhwaj, 
a company secretary specialising in 
insurance and corporate laws. 
However head honchos of insurance 
companies refuted the notion that 
industry is having second thoughts 
on the amendments proposed. 

“I have not heard of any such 
reservation from the industry. 
Matters such as 100% FDI help 
those who want to sell out, bring 
new partners. The government itself 
may look for a white knight for one 
or two of its non-life insurance 
companies,” a CEO of a private 
insurer told this writer, preferring 
anonymity. “On composite licence, 
LIC will be eagerly in favour of it. 
Also it could well solve a headache 
for the government in terms of 
recapitalising its non-life insurance 
companies. Merging an ailing 
public sector general insurer with 
LIC is an easier option,” the CEO 
added. “Composite registration will 
not be mandatory as there can be 
different ► Cont. to Page-2

New Delhi, Aug 25 (Agency) 

India and Japan today reaffirmed 
commitment to Energy Security 
and Inclusive growth and 
agreed to expand cooperation 
on Carbon Capture, Utilization, 
and Storage green chemicals, 
biofuels and advanced 
technologies in Energy Sector. 
A Ministerial-level India-Japan 
Energy Dialogue was held today 
through Video Conferencing, 
co-chaired by Minister of Power 
and Housing and Urban Affairs 
Manohar Lal and Mr. Muto Yoji, 
Japan’s Minister of Economy, 
Trade and Industry. 
The two sides welcomed 
progress in areas like Energy 

efficiency clean hydrogen, 
ammonia, renewable energy. 
The Ministers also emphasized 
that India–Japan partnership 
would continue to play a 
pivotal role in advancing 
secure, resilient, and 
sustainable energy systems in 
the Indo-Pacific region. Both 
countries have been deepening 
their partnership in the energy 
sector under the Japan-India 
Clean Energy Partnership, with 
a focus on energy security, 
clean energy transition and 
addressing climate change. The 
two sides have institutionalized 
this cooperation through the 
India-Japan Energy Dialogue 
and sectoral Joint Working 
Groups (JWGs). 

New Delhi, Aug 25 (Reporter) 

Home Minister Amit Shah today hit 
out at the opposition, accusing it of 
deliberately spreading misconceptions 
among the public regarding the 
Constitution (130th Amendment) Bill 
2025. He asserted that such attempts 
would not succeed, as the government’s 
connect and communication with 
the people is far stronger and more 
effective than that of the Opposition. 
“The Opposition only wants to spread 
misconceptions about this bill, but 
they will not succeed, because our 
communication with the people is 
many times stronger than theirs,” Shah 
told a news outlet. 
The interview was later released by 
the Home Ministry. Reiterating that 

any minister, Chief Minister or Prime 
Minister in the country cannot run 
government from jail, Shah said, 

"There is a provision in the Constitution 
(130th Amendment) Bill 2025 that if 
the Prime Minister, Chief Minister, 
Minister of the Government of India 
or Minister of the State Government is 
arrested under any serious charge and 
is not granted bail within 30 days, then 
they will be relieved from their post". 
If this does not happen then they will 
be automatically ► Cont. to Page-2

Chennai / New Delhi, Aug 25 
(FN  Reporter) 

The Indian Ministry of Ports, 
Shipping & Waterways 
will soon issue a Model 

Concession Agreement (MCA) 
after incorporating the changes 
suggested by the stakeholders for 
the Projects, Schemes & Public-
Private-Partnerships (PSPPP), a 
top official said today. Speaking to 
the media here T.K.Ramachandran, 
the departmental Secretary 
said: “We will shortly issue a 

Model Concession Agreement 
(MCA) after incorporating the 
suggestions.” He also said, the 
tariff will be fixed, taking into 
account the stakeholders' views 
and the adjudication will be done 
faster. The government has set up 
a special cell called PSPPP project 
cell to understand the practical 
problems faced in implementing 
the PPP projects, said Sunil 
Paliwal, Chairman, Chennai Port 
Authority. 
Ramachandran said several such 
cells formed last year have been 
working well in looking into the 

various issues and suggesting 
measures. They were speaking 
at the road show event held here 

for the upcoming India Maritime 
Week 2025 to be held in Mumbai 
between October 27-31. Queried 
about the outcome of the ASEAN-
India Cruise Dialogue held 

at Mahabalipuram near here, 
Ramachandran said the focus of 
that meeting was on promoting 
cruise tourism between nearby 
countries and the aim was to start 
a Bay of Bengal cruise to link 
ASEAN countries and several 
countries have agreed upon a 
common framework.
Paliwal said there is good demand 
for cruise tourism and cited the 
Cordelia Cruise, which initially 
began operating cruises in India 
on the Western and Eastern coasts, 
and has now gone international. 
According to Paliwal, Cordelia 

Cruise is planning to add one more 
cruise ship to its fleet and have it 
berthed at Chennai while the other 
one will be berthed on the western 
coast. He also said plans are 
being worked out to have cruise 
tourism between Rameswaram and 
Kanniyakumari in Tamil Nadu. 
Queried about the expansion plans 
of Chennai Port, Paliwal said the 
port’s investments are towards 
refurbishing its existing facilities 
while new infrastructure facilities 
will be done at the Kamarajar Port, 
also in Chennai. Paliwal said the 
port is ► Cont. to Page-2

New Delhi, Aug 25 (Mayank Nigam) 

Minister of Communications and 
Rural Development Chandra 
Sekhar Pemmasani today said 

that the current ‘deglobalisation’ has 
made the initiative of Atmanirbhar Bharat 
(Self-reliant India) more important than 
ever. ‘Deglobalisation’ refers to the 
process of a nation or a group of nations 
in which they reduce their economic 
interdependence and integration with 
other countries. He was speaking at the 
42nd foundation day celebration of the 
state run Centre for Development of 
Telematics (C-DOT), which became the 
world’s fifth enterprise to have 4G and 

5G services simultaneously. 
Stressing the importance of becoming 
Atmanirbhar or self-reliant in 4G and 
5G, he highlighted the deployment of 

nearly one lakh BSNL towers which 
are performing exceptionally well. 
The minister highlighted the C-DOT’s 
contribution in tech transformation and 
stated the journey from 2G, 4G, 5G 
to quantum secure communications. 
“Funding, passion, and culture are 
the basics of any organizational 
success,” the Minister added, pointing 
towards the continued commitment 
of C-DOT towards telecom. Multiple 
dignitaries exchanged their insights on 
emerging fields, including 6G, artificial 
intelligence, cyber security, and quantum 
technologies. Atmanirbhar Bharat 
Abhiyan was launched with an aim 
to promote Indian goods in the global 
supply chain markets. 
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■	Pintarnya raises USD 16.7 mn to drive financial 
services and job creation in Indonesia 

New Delhi, Aug 25 (FN Representative) Pintarnya, a 
leading employment platform with an integrated financial 
services ecosystem, raised USD 16.7 million in the series 
A funding round, as per the reports. This investment 
round was led by Square Peg, as well as from the existing 
participants Vertex Ventures Southeast Asia & India and 
East Ventures. Henry Hendrawan, Co-Founder, Pintarnya, 
said in an official statement, “ We use technology to 
make the job search simpler, including AI-assisted CV 
creation, job recommendations, and auto-apply to matched 
opportunities.” “ Our users can also upskill themselves 
through bite-sized career education classes,” the official 
statement added. Pintarnya, founded in 2022, empowered 
more than 9 million users with access to job opportunities, 
side gigs, and asset-backed financial services. The 
organisation leverages AI-driven tools to match job seekers 
with relevant roles and assist in CV creation.  

■	Punjab teacher honored with National Award 
Chandigarh, Aug 25 (Reporter) Narinder Singh, a dedicated 
teacher at Government Primary School, Jandiali, Ludhiana, 
has been selected for the 'National Teacher Award 2025', a 
proud moment for Punjab. This recognition highlights his 
commitment to quality education. Punjab School Education 
Minister Harjot Singh Bains congratulated Narinder Singh, 
praising his innovative teaching, dedication, and ability to 
inspire students. He noted that this achievement motivates 
other educators to make a positive impact. The award 
ceremony will take place on September 5, 2025, at Vigyan 
Bhawan, New Delhi, where Narinder Singh will receive a 
merit certificate, Rs.50,000 cash prize, and a silver medal. 
Expressing gratitude, Narinder Singh, who joined the 
education department in January 2002, credited his students, 
colleagues, and the department for this honor. He vowed 
to continue striving for excellence. With community and 
government support, Jandiali School now boasts 15 smart 
classrooms, three libraries (including a mobile library), and 
three specialized parks for handwriting, mathematics, and IT.

■	IIMT-Bhubaneswar showcases research, 
innovation and concurrent engineering 

Bhubaneswar, Aug 25 (FN Representative) The Interscience 
Institute of Management & Technology (IIMT)-
Bhubaneswar, marked National Space Day with the hosting 
of the International Conference on AI and Concurrent 
Engineering (AICE-2025). The event yesterday was 
presided over by Prof. (Dr.) Jayadev Kar, Director, IIMT, 
who delivered the welcome address. The series is designed 
to equip students with practical insights, professional skills, 
and corporate exposure, enabling them to better explore and 
adapt to the corporate world. Global and national experts in 
Artificial Intelligence took part in the conference. 

■	Air Marshal Ashutosh Dixit to attend Chiefs of 
Defence Conference 2025 in Thailand 

New Delhi, Aug 25 (Agency) Chief of Integrated Defence 
Staff Air Marshal Ashutosh Dixit will participate in the annual 
Chiefs of Defence Conference during his visit to Thailand from 
August 26 to 28. The event is being jointly hosted by the United 
States Indo-Pacific Command and Royal Thai Armed Forces, a 
Defence Ministry statement said. The conference is a premier 
multilateral forum that brings together the Chiefs of Defence 
from nations across the Indo-Pacific region to deliberate on the 
evolving regional and global security challenges, cooperative 
frameworks and avenues for strengthening military-to-
military engagements. The 2025 edition is expected to focus 
on maritime security, counter-terrorism, cyber resilience, 
humanitarian assistance, disaster relief and fostering stability 
in the Indo-Pacific. During the conference, Air Marshal 
Ashutosh Dixit will engage with participating counterparts 
to exchange perspectives on enhancing joint preparedness, 
interoperability and strategic partnerships aimed at addressing 
common security concerns. The visit underscores India’s 
commitment to strengthening regional security frameworks, 
enhancing multilateral cooperation and fostering a stable, 
rules-based and inclusive Indo-Pacific.

■	Lok Samvardhan Parv showcasing minority 
artisans, culinary heritage begins 

New Delhi, Aug 25 (FN Representative) Over 100 artisans 
and 15 culinary experts from minority communities across 
India will come together in Kochi, Kerala, starting tomorrow, 
to showcase their vibrant cultural heritage at the ten-day Lok 
Samvardhan Parv. The event, to be inaugurated by George 
Kurian, union Minister of State for Minority Affairs, aims 
to showcase the rich cultural and artistic heritage of these 
communities, according to a statement here from the 
Ministry. A wide array of traditional crafts will be on display. 
These include Uttar Pradesh’s renowned Zari and Chikankari 
embroidery, Punjab’s Phulkari, Bihar’s Madhubani paintings, 
Rajasthan’s Blue Pottery, Ladakh’s exquisite Pashmina 
weaving, Bastar’s Iron Craft from Chhattisgarh, Karnataka’s 
Channapatna wooden toys, and Kerala’s unique Nettippattam 
(ornamental caparison) making. The Lok Samvardhan Parv, 
an initiative of the union Ministry of Minority Affairs, is 
designed to provide artisans, weavers, culinary experts, 
and entrepreneurs from minority communities with market 
linkages and national visibility. 

Pune should become a global market hub: Industrialist Arun Firodia Telangana govt will not allow dominance in film industry: CM 
Hyderabad, Aug 25 (FN Bureau) 

In a meeting held with film producers 
and directors at Telangana Chief 
Minister A Revanth Reddy's residence, 

the minister warned that controlling of 
system by a few in the film industry 
will not be tolerated. The Chief Minister 
emphasised that everyone must function 
in accordance with the law. He said 
he is ready to hold talks with cinema 
workers to improve working conditions 
in the industry. The meeting discussed the 
demands and challenges of workers, as 
well as measures the government could 
take to promote the Telugu flim industry at 
an international level. He stressed that the 
working environment must be improved 
and assured government support for the 
growth of the industry. 
The CM recalled that it was he took the 

initiative to call off the strike by 
cinema workers during a crisis 
in the industry. Reddy suggested 
the creation of a Corpus Fund for 
skill development across various 
fields in the film sector. He also 
expressed readiness to provide 
training opportunities through 
the Young India Skill University. 
Highlighting that the Telugu film 
industry has already attained 
international recognition, 
the Chief Minister said reforms in film 
production and working conditions are the 
need of the hour. Appealing to producers to 
treat workers with compassion, he asserted 
that a new policy should be framed in 
partnership with producers, workers, and 
the government. "The government is ready 
to safeguard the interests of both film 
workers and producers," he assured, adding 
that more Telugu films should be produced 

in Telangana, as Hyderabad has 
already emerged as a hub for 
international film production. 
"Our aim is to promote the Telugu 
film industry on a global scale," 
the CM said. The meeting was 
attended by CM Advisor Vem 
Narendra Reddy and Telangana 
Film Development Corporation 
Chairman Dil Raju. Prominent 
producers present included 
Allu Aravind, D. Suresh Babu, 

Gemini Kiran, Sravanthi Ravikishore, 
Naveen, Vamsi, Bapineedu, DVV Danayya, 
Vamsi, Gopi, Cherukuri Sudhakar, Sahu, 
Abhishek Agarwal, Vishwa Prasad, 
Anil Sunkara, Sarath Marar, NV Prasad, 
Escan, Radhamohan, and Damu. Directors 
Trivikram Srinivas, Boyapati Srinivas, 
Sandeep Reddy Vanga, Vamsi Paidipally, 
Anil Ravipudi and Venky Kudumula were 
also present. 

Pune, Aug 25 (FN Reporter) 

Veteran industrialist and Padma 
Shri awardee Arun Firodia said 
that any product that satisfies 
Indian consumers succeeds 
worldwide. He stated that India 
has immense knowledge power, 
and many foreigners come here 
to learn and serve the world. 
Firodia urged Indians to recognise 
their own strength in knowledge 
and find ways to progress. He 
was speaking at the launch of 
the English edition of the book 
'Videshmukhi,' authored by 
international advisor and Institute 
of Management Accountants 
(IMA) Global Board Chair CMA 
Sunil Deshmukh, at the Navlmal 
Firodia Auditorium, Maratha 
Chamber of Commerce Industries 

and Agriculture, in Pune. 
Firodia also emphasised 
that Pune has great 
potential and should 
aim to become a global 
market hub. Speaking 
on the occasion, Firodia 
said, "New ideas 
developed in my mind 
as I kept learning from 
people and customers. 
We must have confidence that 
whatever we do, we can succeed. 
Expand your knowledge horizons, 
travel, understand markets, and 
learn continuously. Study in 
India but work for the world." 
He praised the author, stating that 
Deshmukh’s determination and 
struggle have made his journey 
an inspiring success story for 
youth. "Such stories should reach 
management and other students 

to motivate them to 
face challenges with 
courage," he added. 
Savitribai Phule Pune 
University Pro-Vice 
Chancellor Dr. Parag 
Kalkar also praised 
Deshmukh, noting that 
he reached the global 
stage through hard work 

and determination despite starting 
from a small village in Nanded. 
"Successful people inspire 
others... youngsters should follow 
this example and keep moving 
towards success without losing 
hope after failures," he said. The 
event was also attended by IT 
expert and author Dr. Deepak 
Shikarpur, publisher Sushrut 
Kulkarni of Amaltash Books, 
and Deshmukh’s wife, Madhuri 
Deshmukh, among others. 

were voiced by another senior official of a private insurer. 
However the views of former IRDAI Chairman Rangachary 
on the proposed amendments are strong and cannot be taken 
lightly. According to him, the proposed amendments changes 
the basic structure of the insurance regulation. The government 
has proposed amendments to three key legislations — the 
Insurance Act, 1938, the IRDAI Act, 1999, and the Life 
Insurance Corporation Act, 1956. Major proposals include: 
-Halving the minimum capital requirement for general and 
life insurers to Rs 50 crore for entities serving underserved 
or rural segments. -Permitting composite licences to operate 
life, health, and general insurance under a single registration. 
-Increasing the foreign direct investment (FDI) cap from 74% 
to 100%. -Allowing non-insurance companies to acquire or 
amalgamate with insurance firms. -Expanding the range of 
permissible business activities for insurers. -Raising penalties 
for non-compliance and misstatements significantly. While 
some of these changes aim to increase market penetration 
and flexibility, critics warn they may undermine the sector’s 
long-term stability. Speaking to this writer earlier Rangachary 
cautioned that the proposed changes could unravel two decades 
of regulatory progress since the sector was opened to private 
players in 2000. “God save the industry and the government. 
Slashing the minimum start-up capital to permit regional 
insurers, under the guise of enhancing insurance penetration, 
could trigger a proliferation of small, unstable insurers. We 
risk returning to the fragmented, unregulated pre-1956 era, 
when hundreds of insurers operated without accountability 
and often failed to honour claims,” Rangachary said. Supreme 
court lawyer specialising in corporate and insurance laws D 
Varadarajan and former member of multiple insurance law 
reform committees, raised grave concerns about the proposed 
structural changes. According to him, some of the proposals if 
enacted is suicidal for the industry. “Doing away with uniform 
minimum capital requirements, introducing differential 
solvency norms, and allowing composite business licenses 
without adequate safeguards could destabilise the industry, he 
said. He likened the potential influx of undercapitalized insurers 
to the unchecked proliferation of “paan kiosks,” with severe 
implications for policyholder protection. Both Rangachary 
and Varadarajan emphasized the fundamental differences 
between insurers and banks. Unlike banks that deal in short- 
to medium-term asset management, insurance companies 
manage risk. Failure in the insurance sector could result in 
irrevocable harm to policyholders, as there are no equivalent 
safeguards like deposit insurance. The relationship between 
a banker and his customer is short or medium term whereas 
the relationship between an insurer and the life insurance 
policyholder is long term. Despite their concerns, industry 
experts acknowledge that some proposals are beneficial like: 
-Elimination of out dated provisions. -Relaxing restrictions on 
insurance agents representing multiple insurers — provided 
safeguards are in place to prevent mis-selling and customer 
poaching. -Increasing operational autonomy by scrapping 
the three-year licence renewal requirement for intermediaries 
and raising the IRDAI approval threshold from 1% to 5% for 
transfer of shares. While not dismissing all proposed changes, 
Varadarajan urged a dispassionate re-evaluation of the more 
radical amendments. “The current regulatory framework has 
helped the sector withstand global financial crises, economic 
volatility, and corporate fraud. Undermining its core principles 
without due caution could jeopardize both the industry's 
growth and the protection of policyholders.” 

ED raids five star hotel...
jewellery worth Rs. 2.33 Crore, two vehicles, and digital 
devices suspected to contain crucial evidence of financial 
transactions. The accused was later produced before a special 
PMLA court which remanded him to five days of police 
custody. The ED initiated investigation on the basis of two 
FIRs registered by the CBI, ACB, Pune, against Galaxy 
Constructions & Contractors Pvt. Ltd. (GCCPL) and Mitsom 
Enterprises Pvt. Ltd. (MEPL). Both companies, owned and 
controlled by Amit Thepade, had availed credit facilities from 
Canara Bank by mortgaging various immovable properties. 
Investigation revealed that the accused conspired to defraud 
the bank by mortgaging properties that had already been sold 
or by double-mortgaging the same properties, thereby securing 
loans and subsequently siphoning off the funds for personal 
use. Further investigation by the ED has established that Amit 
Thepade played a pivotal role in creating a complex financial 
network for layering and integrating illicit funds derived from 
criminal activities. His arrest follows extensive surveillance 
and forensic financial analysis, which uncovered multiple 
transactions aimed at concealing the true origin of the Proceeds 
of Crime and projecting them as legitimate assets. Further 
investigation into the matter is ongoing. 

Mirabai secures gold medal...
and the constant encouragement of the nation." The 31-year-
old expressed her resolve to come up with a stellar performence 
at the upcoming World Championships "It’s a great confidence 
boost as I prepare for the World Championships in October, 
and I’ll continue to give my best to make India proud on 
the international stage." The 2025 World Weightlifting 
Championships will be held in Førde, Norway from October 
1 to 10, 2025. The gold medal also ensured Chanu's direct 
qualification for the Glasgow 2026 Commonwealth Games as 
the Commonwealth Weightlifting Championships serve as a 
qualification event for the Commonwealth Games. 

SC Stays FIR against...
two FIRs, one in Nashik and another in Nagpur under sections 
175, 353(1)(b), 212, 340(1)(2), and 356 of the Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita, 2023. Challenging the FIRs, Kumar argued before the 
apex court that the allegations were baseless and amounted to 
“an abuse of State power.” His petition stated, “A tweet giving 
wrong information cannot form the basis of an FIR for offences 
such as forgery. The allegations are demonstrably inapplicable 
as there was no criminal intent. The post was a bona fide and 
inadvertent error, for which a public apology was issued.” 
The plea further contended that the FIRs lodged by officials 
attached to the Election Commission amounted to harassment 
of a respected academic and created a “chilling effect” on free 
speech. The petition was filed through Advocate-on-Record 
Sumeer Sodhi. The matter will now be taken up after notices 
are served. 

Fiji PM calls on President...
society and economy. She said that as part of the modern and 
multifaceted partnership between the two countries, India is 
privileged to partner in the socio-economic development of 
Fiji with a particular focus on Fijian priorities such as health, 
capacity building and training, and climate resilience. The 
President said India remains committed to strengthening its 
relations and development partnership with the Pacific Island 
Countries (PICs), among which Fiji remains a special partner. 
The President said that capacity building has always been 
an important pillar of India-Fiji relations, including through 
the ITEC training programmes for Fijian officials in Indian 
institutions. She noted that digital technologies have brought 
about a revolution in financial inclusion in India. ‘’We would 
be happy to share with Fiji our experiences in initiatives such 
as UPI payment systems, ‘Jan Dhan’, and Aadhar,’’ she said. 
The President expressed happiness that the government of Fiji 
had prioritized strengthening relations with India, which is 
evident in the strong momentum in bilateral engagements in 
recent times. Both leaders expressed confidence that this visit 
will open new avenues for cooperation, which will benefit the 
people of both countries. 

FoIR organizes online session...
regulators to integrate digital connectivity readiness. 
Representing the telecom perspective, Anil Kumar Lahoti 
highlighted that over 70-80 per cent of mobile data traffic in 
India is consumed indoors, yet coverage gaps still persist in 
many premises. Stressing on the modern tech adoption, Lahoti 
stated, “With the adoption of advanced technologies like 5G, 
indoor connectivity requires planning of Digital Connectivity 
Infrastructure (DCI) including fibre entry, ducting, cable 
trays, rooftop access, Wi-Fi readiness and resilience, as part 
of core infrastructure planning, similar to electricity and water 
supply.” Technicalities involved in the digital connectivity 
rating framework were presented by Tejpal Singh, Advisor 
(QoS–1), TRAI. The Forum of Indian Regulators (FoIR) is a 
registered society serving as a common platform for various 
Indian regulatory authorities. 

investigations”. He also hit back at the Opposition’s moral 
remark, stating that he does not need lessons in ethics from 
those who refuse to step down even after being jailed. Citing 
his own experience, Shah said that when he was accused in 
a case and received a CBI summons, he resigned from his 
post the very next day. “The Opposition should not teach 
me lessons on morality,” Shah said, recalling that despite 
the political pressure he faced, he chose to step aside until 
his name was cleared. He highlighted that the court not only 
acquitted him but also observed in its judgment that the case 
was one of “pure political vendetta” and that he had absolutely 
no involvement. He also made it clear that all the parties of 
NDA were completely in agreement with this law. 

Revised Model Concession...
improving the cruise terminal so that the entire space is 
put to use; improvement works on Jawahar and Bharathi 
Docks are being improved. Meanwhile, the road show 
for the India Maritime Week 2025 saw the participation of 
over 150 delegates, including officials from the central and 
state governments, industry bodies, EXIM trade and other 
stakeholders. At the road show, Paliwal explained the various 
policy-level decisions taken by the Ministry with respect 
to the model Concession Agreements for PPP projects, 
Streamlining Environment Clearance Procedure, Training 
and Capacity Building initiatives, standardisation of rules and 
regulations, recent employment drive through common direct 
recruitment. Ramachandran said the India Maritime Week is 
the first of its kind event to be held in India and is modelled 
on such events held in other leading seafaring nations. The 
event is expected to attract about one lakh people from about 
100 countries. 

Govt. e-Marketplace crosses...
of the country.” GeM refers to the Government e-Marketplace 
launched in 2016, for the public procurement of Goods and 
Services. It serves as a national e-commerce portal for Central 
and State government ministries, departments, public sector 
units (PSUs), and other government entities. Over the past 
nine years, GeM has evolved as a robust platform bringing 
together government buyers and a diverse community of 
sellers, including Micro and Small Enterprises (MSEs), 
startups, women-led businesses, SC/ST enterprises, and Self-
Help Groups (SHGs). 

IREDA signs performance...
FY2020-21. For FY 2023-24 MoU Rating, IREDA emerged 
as the top performer in NBFC and Power Sector and among 
the top four CPSEs across sectors, as per a list of 84 CPSEs 
issued by the Department of Public Enterprises,” says Pradip 
Kumar Das, CMD of IREDA. As per the official statement on 
the MoU, “ The Government of India has set a Revenue from 
Operations target of Rs 8,200 cr for FY 2025-26. IREDA has 
exceeded its Revenue from Operations target in FY2024-25, 
achieving Rs 6,743.32 cr against the target of Rs 5,957 cr. ” 

Shah slams Opposition for...
relieved from their post, legally. Responding to Opposition 
criticism, Shah said he himself had made it clear that this 
constitutional amendment will be referred to the Joint 
Parliamentary Committee of the two Houses. "A two-third 
majority is required for the passage of this bill and when voting 
takes place, all parties can give their views on it," Shah said. 
He criticised the Opposition’s disruptive tactics in Parliament, 
stating, "Not allowing any bill or Constitution amendment 
bill of the government from being presented in the House is 
not an appropriate behavior exhibited by the Opposition in a 
democracy". He said both Houses of Parliament are for debate 
and discussion and not for noise and uproar. This mentality 
of not allowing the bill to be presented is not democratic, 
and the Opposition will have to explain their actions to the 
people of this country. Shah also clarified that the provision 
of imprisonment was not made by the Modi Government, 
but has been going on for years. In the 130th Constitutional 
Amendment, serious crime has been defined as where there 
is a provision of punishment of more than five years, then 
the person will have to resign. The Home Minister said that 
since Independence, it has been a common practice for leaders, 
ministers, and chief ministers to resign upon being sent to jail. 
However, a new trend has started where some individuals 
refuse to step down even after being imprisoned. "Some 
ministers of Tamil Nadu, and Chief Minister and ministers of 
Delhi did not resign. Will the Secretary of the Government, 
DGP, Chief Secretary go to them in jail to get orders? Shah 
asked. There should be concern and discussion on this issue, 
he said. The Home Minister said that since Independence, it 
has been a common practice for leaders, ministers, and chief 
ministers to resign upon being sent to jail. However, a new 
trend has started where some individuals refuse to step down 
even after being imprisoned. "Some ministers of Tamil Nadu, 
and Chief Minister and ministers of Delhi did not resign. Will 
the Secretary of the Government, DGP, Chief Secretary go to 
them in jail to get orders? Shah said adding that there should 
be concern and discussion on this issue. He also slammed the 
Opposition's "vendetta" comments saying, “It does not suit the 
main opposition party to talk about vendetta. They used the 
CBI too, and many people were trapped after court-directed 

No second thoughts on insurance...
foreign joint venture partners for life, general and health 
business in different companies. However if the foreign 
partners are the same for both the joint ventures or only Indian 
or Foreign partner as promoter (100% FDI scenario) there is a 
case for having only composite and not separate companies,” 
an industry official said. Industry officials also cite Indian 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman going on record that 
the amendment bill will be tabled in the next session of the 
Parliament. “Employee unions will have their reservations 
but are not insurmountable,” the official added. Similar views 

Odisha’s aviation sector set 
for rapid growth: CM Majhi 

Bhubaneswar, Aug 25 
(FN  Representative) 

Odisha Chief Minister Mo-
han Charan Majhi today said 
the state’s aviation sector is 
poised for rapid growth with 
the Centre’s support through 
a flexible national policy, fi-
nancial assistance for regional 
routes, and technical collabo-
ration for MROs and train-
ing centres. Addressing the 
Eastern Region Civil Aviation 
Ministers’ Conference here 
today, Majhi said Odisha has 
made significant progress in 
aviation in recent years. The 
Chief Minister highlighted 
that the state now has three op-
erational airports, nine UDAN 
routes, and a dedicated Civil 
Aviation Policy, which have 
collectively strengthened con-
nectivity. 
He noted that Jharsuguda has 
five additional flights, while 
Bhubaneswar is connected 
to eight domestic and one in-
ternational destination, with 
15 new destinations added in 
the last four months. Majhi 
further said the extension of 
UDAN and the development 
of airports at Puri, Rourkela, 
and Paradip will give a major 

boost to regional connectivity. 
“For us, aviation is about con-
necting aspirations with op-
portunities and creating high-
ways of prosperity in the sky,” 
the Chief Minister said. He 
described the conference as a 
pathway to transforming East-
ern India into a dynamic civil 
aviation hub. On the occasion, 
Majhi announced the signing 
of an MoU with Air Works 
Pvt Ltd to establish state-
of-the-art MRO facilities in 
Odisha and another MoU for 
skill development initiatives. 
Additionally, Letters of In-
tent were handed over for HR 
development programmes, 
including pilot training for 
tribal girls, reaffirming the 
state’s commitment to in-
clusive growth. Welcoming 
union Civil Aviation Minister 
Rammohan Naidu Kinjarapu, 
Minister of State Muralidhar 
Mohol, and other dignitaries 
to Bhubaneswar, Majhi said 
hosting the conference was 
a proud moment for Odisha. 
“With the divine blessings 
of Mahaprabhu Shri Jagan-
nath, our state—where rich 
traditions harmoniously meet 
modern aspirations—remains 
committed to enhancing re-
gional connectivity,” he said. 
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Google silently starts rolling out its ‘Material 3 Expressive 
Redesign’ update to improve design interface 

WinZO enters US gaming market with launch of short video format 

IIT-Madras develops low cost chip-based 
device for Antibiotic Susceptibility Testing 

Rojgar Mahakumbh 2025: UP set to host 
hundreds of firms, unlocking job opportunities 

Flood situation remains grim in Rajasthan ; 4 killed in rain related mishaps 
Jaipur, Aug 25 (FN Representative) 

The flood situation continued to be grim 
in more than half a dozen districts of 
Rajasthan even as the relief and rescue 

works were in full swing in the affected areas 
of Karauli, Tonk, Bundi, Sawai Madhopur 
and Kota. Four persons were killed in two 
rain related mishaps in Nagaur and Bhilwara 
on Sunday. Three persons remained untraced 
in Tonk. The Army and the Air Force were 
also on alert mode for helping the NDRF 
and SDRF rescuers in relief and rescue 
operations. The army rescuers were already 
at work in tandem with the NDRF, SDRF, 
Civil Defence sleuths in Kota, Bundi and 
Sawai Madhopur. Army teams have been 
provided to the Tonk district administration 
for engaging in relief - rescue operations as 
per the need. Official sources said in Kota 
that an Air Force MI-17 helicopter has been 
deployed there for use in providing relief or 
rescue to trapped people in flooded areas of 
Kota and Bundi. 
The Air Force was also on ready mode for 
flying more helicopters for relief to people 
in distress. The Banas river was in spate in 
Tonk, Sawai Madhopur and Karauli districts 

intensifying the flood woes of the denizens. 
Kanthada village of Karauli district is cut 
off from all sides with flood waters of the 
Banas and the Morel, another river of the 
Arawali terrain, reduced the village into an 

island. District Collector Neelabh Saxena 
deployed rescuers of SDRF and Civil 
Defence to the village-, situated along the 
inter district border with Sawai Madhopur 
and Harauti-, for evacuating more than 160 
stranded villagers to safer areas. Besides, 
the two river huge discharge from the Kali 
Sindh Dam (Sapotara) and Panchana Dam 
has worsened the situation for rescuers. 
Flood inflow in Kali Sindh has given rise 
the water level 8-foot above the maximum 
permissible level. Huge discharge was 
released into the Gambhiri river through the 
4 flood gates of Panchana Dam. Meanwhile, 
Sawai Madhopur remains most affected, 

with most of the localities of the old city, 
railway station, it's yard being inundated. 
More than 15 surrounding villages have been 
submerged and half a dozen vital roads routes 
closed. In Jadawata village of the district, the 
Army has joined in the the rescue operations 
to deal with situation in the wake of major 
soil erosion through the village that damaged 
some houses and threatened demolition of the 
village temple and many houses. In Lakheri 
region of Bundi 25 denizens were rescued 
from Dadwada - Gangapuriya villages 
which were flooded by the Mej river. The 
Banas is following above the danger mark, 
two youths and a woman were trapped in 
the surging waters in Tonk, efforts to rescue 
them were ongoing. The incessant rains in 
Shahbad area of Baran district worsened 
the situation damaging several houses. In 
Nagaur a rain soaked house collapsed near 
old City bus stand killing two persons and 
injuring as many others. Many houses were 
partially damaged. In another incident of wall 
collapse two persons were killed in Bhilwara. 
Agriculture and Disaster Relief Minister Dr 
Kirodi Lal Meena was visiting the affected 
areas in Sawai Madhopur, including the 
Jadawata village. The Kota Open University 
has deferred the examinations. 

New Delhi, Aug 25 (FN Reporter) 

‘WinZO’ well-known platform for gaming geeks, 
announced its entry into the US with short-video 
content format ‘ZO TV’ at a time when the online 
gaming sector in India faces heightened scrutiny 
under the proposed Online Gaming Bill. The 
Promotion and Regulation of Online Gaming Bill, 
2025, marks a landmark move to shield citizens from 
the menace of online money games while promoting 
and regulating other kinds of online games. WinZO 
is India’s largest social gaming and interactive 
entertainment platform. In this heated online gaming 
arena, WinZO announced its official launch in the 
United States to drive its market 
expansion in terms of revenue. 
The US debut of Winzo is followed 
by its successful foray in Brazil. In 
2023, WinZO announced its debut 
in Brazil, followed by its market 
expansion plans. The newly 
launched platform ‘ZO TV’ will 
focus on short entertainment clips, 
micro-dramas, and interactive 
content, which is emphasized to 
achieve maximum user retention. 
Highlighting the successful US 
launch, Co-founders of Winzo 
said in a statement, “ The launch 

of WinZO in the United States is a proud milestone 
for us and for India’s digital entertainment ecosystem. 
Our vision has always been to empower Indian game 
developers to reach the global audience.” “ Entering 
the US, the world’s largest and most influential 
gaming market, is a decisive step towards that 
mission. We are equally excited to launch ZO TV, 
our new short video format, which further diversifies 
our content offerings and strengthens WinZO’s 
position as a global hub and one-stop destination 
for interactive entertainment,” the official statement 
added. WinZO, one of India’s leading social gaming 
platforms, said its international foray is aimed at 
tapping into the rapidly growing gaming ecosystems 
in North and South America. 

Lucknow, Aug 25 (Agency) 

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath’s resolve—‘Work for every hand, 
respect for every youth’—is set to take a new 
leap with the three-day Rojgar Mahakumbh 
2025, scheduled from August 26 to 28 
here. The mega event will provide lakhs of 
youth in Uttar Pradesh with direct access to 
industries, opening vast avenues of jobs and 
employment while marking a milestone in 
the state’s employment and skill revolution, 
officials said here today. A major highlight 
of the event is the large-scale participation of 
renowned companies from India and abroad. 
More than 100 reputed companies will take 
part, collectively offering employment to 
over 50,000 youth across diverse sectors. 
The Rojgar Mahakumbh 2025 will host 
international leaders in technology and 
innovation, such as Wadhwani AI, Microsoft, 
and Intel, creating a direct gateway for youth 
into the startup and research ecosystem. These 
companies will open career paths in software 
development, cloud computing, artificial 
intelligence, and hardware design—particularly 
benefiting engineering and technical graduates 

of Uttar Pradesh. Alongside, e-commerce 
giants like Flipkart and Amazon Web Services 
(AWS) will provide opportunities in supply 
chain management, logistics, data analytics, 
and online retail operations. The financial and 
banking sector, too, will be well-represented. 
At the same time, major players like Mahindra 
from the manufacturing and automobile 
industry will create vast openings for 
mechanical engineers and youth with industrial 
training. Thus, while thousands of youth will 
secure meaningful employment through this 
initiative, companies will also gain renewed 
energy and skilled talent. Guided by the 
visionary leadership of CM Yogi Adityanath, 
the event is poised to give a new thrust to 
the state’s economy, industrial growth, and 
investment landscape. The three-day Rojgar 
Mahakumbh will function through three 
dynamic platforms, Employment Conclave 
– enabling youth to interact directly with 
policymakers, industry leaders, and education 
experts, On-spot Interviews & Placement 
Drives – where companies will hire talent 
directly, offering jobs to over 50,000 candidates, 
and Exhibition Pavilion – showcasing Uttar 
Pradesh’s progress, new industrial policies, and 
its skill development model. 

New Delhi, Aug 25 (Agency) 

Google has started rolling out its 
‘Material 3 Expressive Redesign’ 
update on Android dialler, phone 
app from the past few weeks. It 
led to the surprising changes in 
the mobile interface for both daily 
phone users and tech buffs. Users 
are experiencing some unique 
functionalities on the screen, like the 
bottom bar goes from four tabs to 
three, with the Favorites and Recents 
becoming ‘Home.’ This change 
is in line with a Google blog post 
of Mindy Brooks, VP of product 
management and user experiences, 
Android Platform, stating about the 
‘Material 3 Expressive Redesign’ 
feature. 
The blog stated, “Material 3 
Expressive feels even more fluid 
and introduces a system of more 
natural, springy animations meant 
to bring a moment of delight to 
everyday routines. For example, 
when you dismiss a notification, 
the others next to it subtly respond 

to your drag. And when you snap it 
off the stack, you feel a satisfying 
haptic rumble.” Pointing towards 
the upcoming experiences, the blog 
added, “ You get similar moments 
like this across your device, like 
when you’re dismissing an app in 
your recent apps screen, fidgeting 
with the volume slider, or flinging 
down the slide. We even subtly blur 
the shade background to provide 
a sense of depth, so the motion 
feels lightweight and you’re able 
to stay aware of the apps you’re 
using in the background.” Users are 
experiencing big changes, including 
the disappearance of the contact 
list, as previously it was accessible 
through the Phone app. But now 
users can access their contacts with 
a search bar. Moreover, other new 
changes include the button layout 
redesign, keypad appearance change, 
and a new feature added in the 
categorization of calls. Now, there 
will be four types of categorizations 
included:- All calls, missed calls, 
calls from contacts, spam calls, and 
non-spam calls. 

Chennai, Aug 25 (FN Representative) 

With Antimicrobial 
resistance (AMR) 
emerging as one of the 

major challenges and the World 
Health Organization (WHO) identifying it as 
one of the top ten threats to global health as 
4.94 million deaths worldwide in 2019 were 
associated with bacetrial AMR, researchers at 
the IIT-Madras have developed an innovative 
and affordable microfluidic device that 
could rapidly determine whether bacteria are 
resistant or susceptible to antibiotics. Unlike 
many modern techniques that rely on costly 
metals, complex fabrication processes, or 
require highly skilled technicians, this lab-on-
chip device is based on screen-printed carbon 
electrodes embedded in a simple microfluidic 
chip. This approach makes the device not only 
economical, but also suitable for deployment 
in smaller clinics and rural healthcare centres. 
Designed for speed, sensitivity, and ease of 
use, it holds strong potential for early diagnosis 
and better treatment of bacterial infections, 
particularly in regions with limited access to 
advanced laboratory infrastructure. A release 
from IIT-M today said the device can deliver 
results within three hours and is based on 
‘Electrochemical Impedance Spectroscopy’. 
"The device offers a faster, simpler and 
more accessible alternative to conventional 
antimicrobial susceptibility testing, which 
typically takes 48–72 hours", it said. "AMR 
is one of the most pressing challenges facing 
global healthcare systems today, with the 
WHO identifying AMR as one of the top 
ten threats to global health", the release 
said. WHO estimates suggest that nearly 
4.95 million deaths worldwide in 2019 
were associated with bacterial AMR and 
the burden is especially high in low and 
middle income countries, where diagnostic 

facilities are limited and 
infections often go untreated 
or are improperly managed. 
Antimicrobial Susceptibility 
Testing (AST) is an important 
method used to identify which 
antibiotics will work against 

a specific infectio. It helps doctors choose 
the right treatment and avoid the misuse 
of antibiotics, which is a major cause of 
AMR. However, traditional AST methods, 
which involve growing bacterial cultures 
and observing their response to antibiotics, 
are labour-intensive and typically take 48 
to 72 hours. This delay can lead to the use 
of broad-spectrum antibiotics as a stopgap, 
which in turn exacerbates the resistance 
problem. To address these limitations, 
the IIT Madras team developed this cost-
effective phenotypic testing device that uses 
electrochemical signals to assess bacterial 
growth and antibiotic susceptibility. 
This device meets several key criteria outlined 
by the WHO, including affordability, speed, 
ease of use and reliability, it said, adding, by 
addressing these priorities, the device takes a 
significant step toward making antimicrobial 
susceptibility testing more accessible, 
especially in low-resource settings. This 
Research has been published in the prestigious 
Nature Scientific Reports, a peer-reviewed, 
open-access scientific mega journal published 
by Nature Portfolio (part of Springer Nature), 
covering all areas of the natural sciences. 
The paper was co-authored by Saranya 
Gopalakrishnan (Director Technology 
Innovation, Kaappon Analytics India Pvt 
Ltd, a startup incubated in the IITM Research 
Park, and Diksha Mall, Research Scholars 
from IIT Madras along side IIT Madras 
faculty Prof. Subramaniam Pushpavanam 
and Dr. Richa Karmakar. Prof. Pushpavanam 
of IIT Madras said, “An important aspect of 
our device is the use of a specially prepared 

nutrient solution that serves a dual purpose. 
It not only supports bacterial growth, which 
is essential for testing, but also enhances the 
sensitivity of the electrical signals we use 
for detection." "As the bacteria grow, they 
cause measurable changes in the electrical 
properties of the solution, which our system 
can accurately track”, he said. Explaining how 
this technology can be taken to the real world 
and possible initiatives in this direction, Prof. 
Pushpavanam said this approach will make a 
real impact on patients in Intensive Care Units, 
who could be suffering from complications 
due to bacterial infections. This will help the 
doctors prescribe the right treatment and can 
be life-saving. 
"Currently, we are doing clinical validation in 
collaboration with the IITM Institute hospital", 
he said and added that "after rigorous clinical 
validation, we are planning to commercialise 
this through our startup, Kaappon Analytics 
India Private Limited.” Dr. Richa Karmakar 
said the device monitors how the electrical 
signal changes over time to determine 
whether bacteria are continuing to grow in 
the presence of an antibiotic. If the bacteria 
are resistant, they multiply despite the drug, 
and this activity causes a distinct change in 
the electrical signal. In contrast, if the bacteria 
are killed by the antibiotic, their growth is 
inhibited and the signal remains relatively 
unchanged. A metric called ‘Normalized 
Impedance Signal’ (NIS) developed by 
the researchers allows clear differentiation 
between resistant and non-resistant bacterial 
strains in a matter of hours, Dr Richa said. 
The researchers tested the device on two types 
of bacteria - gram-negative E. coli and gram-
positive B. subtilis. They used two antibiotics 
with different modes of action -- ampicillin, 
which kills bacteria and tetracycline, which 
prevents them from growing -- to confirm 
the device’s ability to detect both kinds of 
responses. 
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Haryana Assembly Session Day 2: Cong alleges vote rigging, protests outside house
Chandigarh, Aug 25 (Representative) 

The second day of the Haryana As-
sembly’s monsoon session kicked 
off with the question hour, transi-

tioning to the zero hour, as political ten-
sions flared. Congress legislators held a 
demonstration outside the Assembly, ac-
cusing the Election Commission of India 
(ECI) of orchestrating vote fraud to derail 
their electoral prospects in the state polls. 
Former Chief Minister Bhupinder Singh 
Hooda spearheaded the protest, leading 
MLAs to the Assembly’s Gate No. 1, 
where they chanted “End Vote Theft, Sur-
render Power.” Police halted their attempt 
to enter the premises. 
Hooda asserted that the ECI’s alleged vote 
tampering cost Congress its chance to gov-
ern. Earlier, a Congress legislative meeting 
was convened by state president Chaud-
hary Udaybhan, while Chief Minister 
Nayab Singh Saini led a parallel BJP meet-

ing. The session is braced for further dis-
ruptions over the death of Bhiwani teacher 
Manisha, which caused chaos on August 
22, the session’s opening day, with Con-
gress raising law and order issues, leading 
to several adjournments. Manisha’s father 
later appealed via video to keep the matter 
apolitical. Parliamentary Affairs Minister 
Mahipal Dhanda rebuked Congress for 
breaching legislative norms, defending the 
ECI’s voter list cleanup as a legal step to 
eliminate “unauthorized voters.” Cabinet 
Minister Rao Narbir Singh promised swift 
resolution, with Chief Minister Saini high-
lighting ongoing efforts, including clearing 
16,000 tons of waste in Delhi and plans 
for additional Yamuna sewage treatment 
facilities. Congress’s 37 MLAs attended 
the session without a Leader of the Op-
position for the fourth time, with no deci-
sion from the party leadership. BJP’s Anil 
Vij mocked their indecision. The session 
remains charged with intense debates and 
political confrontations. 
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