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Toxic air grips Delhi again as AQI climbs to 391; authorities tighten GRAP measures Scientific storage 
vital for India’s food 

security: Report 
New Delhi, Nov 23 (Reporter)

Efficient post-harvest management, particularly 
scientific storage of food grains, is vital to India’s food 
security, farmer incomes and reduction of post-harvest 
losses, which can range from 6-10pc, said a report of 
PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry (PHDCCI). 
Being one of the world’s largest food gain producers, 
India is currently facing significant challenges in storage 
and supply chain infrastructure, which impact the 
preservation, quality and marketability of agriculture 
produce. India ranks highly globally in arable land and 
foodgrain production, with major contributions from 
states like Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Punjab, 
Odisha and Rajasthan. 
The ‘Foodgrain Warehouse Market in India 2025-
30’ report said that foodgrain production has shown 
consistent growth, reaching a record of 332.3 million 
metric tonnes in 2023-24, which is projected to further 
increase to approximately 354 million metric tonnes 
by 2024-25. Moreover, the food grain supply chain 
in India encompasses multiple policy incentives such 
as Minimum Support Price (MSP), milling (for rice), 
temporary storage in APMC Mandis, transportation 
mainly via Indian railways and final distribution 
through the Public Distribution System (PDS) via 
Fair Price Shops (FPS). The total scientific foodgrain 
storage capacity in India is around 87 million metric 
tonnes, primarily concentrated in the North and West 
zones, whereas production is projected to reach about 
368 million metric tonnes by 2030-31. It will generate a 
significant storage capacity ► Cont. to Page-7

India, Israel to implement FTA in two phases 
to ensure early benefits: Piyush Goyal 

PM Modi meets Jamaican PM Holness at G20 
summit, reaffirms growing bilateral friendship 

The Labour Codes celebrate formalisation as a 
central driver of Atmanirbhar Bharat, an Analysis

G20: PM Modi seeks greater voice for Global
South, puts forth concept of Integral Humanism

■	ECI reports major progress in nationwide 
Enumeration during SIR phase II 

New Delhi, Nov 23 (FN Reporter) The Election 
Commission of India (ECI) on Sunday announced 
remarkable progress in Phase II of the Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR), with over 99 per cent of electors across 12 
states and union Territories receiving Enumeration Forms 
(EFs). The Commission’s Daily Bulletin revealed that more 
than 50.47 crore EFs have been distributed, and nearly 40 
per cent, over 20 crore forms, have already been digitised. 
Among the top performers in EF distribution are Goa and 
Lakshadweep, achieving 100 per cent coverage, closely 
followed by Andaman and Nicobar Islands at 99.98 per 
cent, Madhya Pradesh at 99.82 per cent, and West Bengal 
at 99.75 per cent. In the digitisation drive, Lakshadweep 
leads with an 88.20 per cent digitisation rate, with Goa and 
Rajasthan following at 69.38 pc ► Cont. to Page-7

■	Delhi CM announces restricted holiday on Nov 25 to 
mark 350th martyrdom anniv of Guru Tegh Bahadur 

New Delhi, Nov 23 (FN Reporter) Delhi Chief Minister 
Rekha Gupta today announced that the state government 
has decided to declare a restricted holiday on November 25 
(Tuesday), to mark the occasion of the 350th martyrdom 
anniversary of Guru Tegh Bahadur. Ms Gupta said that 
the holiday will offer an opportunity to pay homage to the 
revered Sikh Guru's unparalleled sacrifice, his spiritual 
guidance, and unwavering commitment to the protection 
of humanity. She stated that the holiday is not a mere 
formality, but a heartfelt tribute from the Delhi government 
to Guru Sahib’s extraordinary sacrifice. CM appealed to 
all citizens to observe this day with reverence, unity and a 
spirit of service, and to imbibe his teachings in their daily 
lives. Gupta said that Guru Tegh Bahadur’s life stands as 
a timeless and powerful symbol of ► Cont. to Page-7

■	India-Vietnam ties solidified: PM Modi 
meets PM Chính at G20 sidelines 

New Delhi, Nov 23 (Agency) Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi today met with his Vietnamese counterpart Phạm Minh 
Chính on the sidelines of the G20 Summit in Johannesburg 
of South Africa, reaffirming the strong bilateral ties 
between India and Vietnam. "PM Phạm Minh Chính of 
Vietnam and I met in Johannesburg. Our commitment to 
a stronger, future-oriented friendship between India and 
Vietnam remains steadfast," Modi said in a post on handle 
X, highlighting the positive outcome of the meeting. The 
meeting underscores the growing importance of India-
Vietnam relations, with both countries seeking to enhance 
cooperation across various sectors. Vietnam is a key partner 
in Southeast Asia, and India is looking to strengthen its 
ties with the region as part of its Act East policy. The two 
leaders discussed ways to boost ► Cont. to Page-7

■	India, Malaysia vow to deepen ties: PM 
Modi meets Anwar Ibrahim at G20 

New Delhi, Nov 23 (Reporter) Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim held 
a productive meeting today on the sidelines of the G20 
Summit in Johannesburg, where they explored avenues to 
further strengthen and diversify bilateral cooperation. The 
discussion, described as a "great exchange of views" by PM 
Modi on his X handle, underscored the mutual commitment 
of both nations to enhance their partnership. PM Modi 
stated, "India and Malaysia will continue to work together 
to diversify bilateral cooperation," signalling a positive 
trajectory for future relations. This high-level engagement 
highlights the growing strategic importance of India-
Malaysia ties. The leaders focused on boosting economic 
cooperation across several key sectors, including palm oil, 
electronics, and digital technology. ► Cont. to Page-7

■	Delhi Assembly Speaker holds review meeting 
ahead of Constitution Day celebration on Nov 26 

New Delhi, 23 Nov (Reporter) Ahead of the 75th 
Constitution Day Celebrations, Delhi Assembly Speaker 
Vijender Gupta on Sunday conducted a high-level review 
meeting to assess the arrangements for the occasion. 
Assembly officials, along with senior officers of the Delhi 
Police, as well as bigwigs from the PWD and Horticulture 
departments, attended the deliberations. According to the 
state assembly officials, honouring the historic adoption of 
the Constitution of India by the Constituent Assembly on 
November 26, 1949, the Delhi Legislative Assembly will 
hold an event on Wednesday. The gathering will host the 
Lt. Governor of Delhi, Vinai Kumar Saxena and the Chief 
Minister of Delhi, Rekha Gupta, as Guests of Honour. The 
highlight of the programme is the unveiling of a Coffee 
Table Book dedicated to Vithalbhai ► Cont. to Page-7

New Delhi, Nov 23 (Bureau) 

India stands at the dawn of a 
historic era, a moment of national 
confidence as the country 

implements the Labour Codes, 
widely regarded as among the 
most visionary and transformative 
reforms since independence. 
Their implementation marks the 
shedding of colonial-era labour 
laws and the adoption of a modern 
legislative framework aligned with 
the aspirations of Atmanirbhar 
Bharat and the long-term trajectory 
of Viksit Bharat 2047. These 
reforms uplift millions of workers 
and invigorate the Micro, Small 

and Medium Enterprise(MSME) 
sector, where women and 
marginalised groups play an 
indispensable role. 

With nearly one fifth of MSMEs 
being woman-led, the Codes 
open new pathways for Nari 
Shakti, strengthening equality, 
productivity and social justice 
across the sector. From Protection 

to Empowerment The Labour 
Codes inaugurate a new era 
in which workers, particularly 
women, are empowered through 

dignity, fairness and 
widened access to essential 
protections. The Code on 
Wages and the Code on 
Social Security reinforce 
equal pay for equal work, 
ensure the universalisation 
of protection, and create an 
environment that supports 

and encourages women’s full 
participation. 
The expansion of Employees State 
Insurance Corporation coverage 
strengthens health, maternity and 
income security, ensuring that 

women in both rural units and 
large MSME clusters benefit from 
comprehensive social protection. 
The expanded definition of family, 
which now includes a woman’s 
parents-in-law, reflects an informed 
acknowledgement of caregiving 
responsibilities and enhances the 
social foundations that support 
women’s participation in the 
workforce. Collectively, these 
provisions embody a renewed 
social contract that places women 
at the centre of India’s evolving 
labour landscape. Healthy and 
Safe Workplaces The Occupational 
Safety, Health and Working 
Conditions Code establishes a 
modern ► Cont. to Page-7

New Delhi, Nov 23 (Agency) 

union Minister of Commerce and 
Industry, Piyush Goyal, on Sunday 
said India and Israel are considering 
implementing their proposed free 
trade agreement (FTA) in two phases 
to ensure early benefits for the 
trade community of both countries, 
Commerce and Industry Minister 
Piyush Goyal said on Sunday. India 
and Israel on Thursday inked terms 
of reference (ToR) to formally launch 
negotiations for the agreement. 
“We are considering doing this in two 
tranches. A decision will be taken 
when the talks begin. Both ministers 
are keen to finalise the first phase 
early so that the trade community 

benefits sooner," Goyal said. The 
minister said he and Israeli Economy 
and Industry Minister Nir Barkat have 
agreed that they will first focus on the 
low-hanging fruits in the FTA. Both 
leaders also decided not to touch the 
sensitive issues on both sides. He 
further said the two countries may 
look at how innovative and R&D 
can drive greater investments in 
each other's countries, work on joint 
projects where we can leverage on 
their skill sets and they can leverage 
on the economies of scale in a large 
market like India. Piyush Goyal 
also mentioned that India and Israel 
are considering implementing their 
proposed free trade agreement (FTA) 
in two phases to ensure early benefits 
for the trade ► Cont. to Page-7

New Delhi, Nov 23 (FN Reporter) 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on Sunday engaged in a cordial 
interaction with his Jamaican 
counterpart Andrew Holness on 
the sidelines of the G20 Summit 
in Johannesburg, reaffirming 
India's robust and growing 
ties with the Caribbean nation. 
“Interacted with Mr. Andrew 
Holness, the Prime Minister 
of Jamaica during the G20 

Summit in Johannesburg. India 
and Jamaica are bound by a 
friendship shaped by history and 

enriched by cultural linkages.
Our partnership continues 
to grow with a deep 
commitment to collective 
progress,” PM Modi shared 
on his official X handle. 
The meeting highlighted the 

increasing significance of India-
Jamaica relations, with the two 
leaders discussing avenues to 
bolster cooperation in trade, 
investment, and cultural 
exchange. Emphasising their 
shared historical and cultural 
connections, PM Modi and 
Holness explored ways to 
further deepen their mutually 
beneficial strategic partnership. 

New Delhi, Nov 23 (Representative) 

Delhi’s air quality on 
Sunday recorded its 10th 
straight day in the ‘very 

poor’ category, with the city’s 24-
hour average Air Quality Index 
(AQI) rising to 391 at 4 p.m., 
according to data from the Central 
Pollution Control Board(CPCB). 
Foul air was recorded at all 39 
monitoring stations across Delhi. 
Wazirpur (459), Vivek Vihar 
(457) and Rohini (453) were the 

worst affected with AQI readings 
crossing the 450 mark, and several 
other stations reported severe 
pollution levels with readings 
breaching the 300 level. In the 
NCR region, Greater Noida's air 
quality hovered just below the 
severe mark with an AQI of 399. 
While in Noida and Ghaziabad, the 
levels crossed the severe mark and 
stood at 418 and 437, respectively. 
Gurugram and Faridabad fared 
slightly better, logging AQI levels 
of 295 and 237, respectively, both 
falling in the 'poor' range. As per 

the CPCB classification, air quality 
readings between 300-400 fall 
under the ‘very poor’ category, 

which causes respiratory illness 
on prolonged exposure, while AQI 
levels above 400, in the ‘severe’ 
category, affect healthy people 

and seriously impact those with 
existing diseases. Amid rising 
pollution levels, the Commission 

for Air Quality Management 
for NCR and adjoining areas 
on Saturday revised the Graded 
Response Action Plan(GRAP). 
In a press release, the CAQM 
said measures earlier reserved 
for the 'severe' category under 
GRAP Stage IV would now be 

enforced at Stage III. 
The pollution watchdog also 
shifted several stricter measures 
from GRAP Stage 3 to Stage 2, 

and Stage 2 to Stage 1. The steps 
include ensuring an uninterrupted 
power supply to reduce diesel 
generator use, deploying additional 
personnel at traffic congestion 
hotspots, issuing pollution alerts 
across media platforms, and 
expanding CNG and electric 
public transport fleets with 
increased service frequency, along 
with differential fares to promote 
off-peak travel. Several measures 
earlier placed under Stage 3 for 
the 'very poor' category have now 
been moved ► Cont. to Page-7

Johannesburg / New Delhi, Nov 23 
(Mayank Nigam) 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
sought greater voice for the Global 
South in global governance 

structures, in his address at two 
sessions in the G20 Leaders’ Summit in 
Johannesburg. Prime Minister Modi’s 
participated today in the G20 Leaders’ 
Summit hosted by the President Cyril 
Ramaphosa of South Africa. This was 
Prime Minister’s 12th participation in 
G20 Summits. Prime Minister Modi 
addressed both the sessions of the 
opening day of the Summit. He thanked 
President Ramaphosa for his warm 

hospitality and for successfully hosting 
the Summit. In his address, PM Modi 
noted that the inclusion of the African 
union as a permanent member of G20 in 

the New Delhi Summit was a major step 
forward and this inclusive spirit must 
also be taken beyond G20. 
In his address at the Opening Session 
on "Inclusive and sustainable economic 
growth leaving no one behind”, Prime 
Minister Modi appreciated the work 
done by the group under the South 
African presidency in the areas of skilled 
migration, tourism, food security, AI, 
digital economy, innovation and women 
empowerment. He noted that some 
of the historic decisions taken during 
the New Delhi Summit have been 
carried forward. He emphasized that 
it was time to look at new parameters 
of development, one which addressed 
imbalance of ► Cont. to Page-7
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FICCI’s ‘Finance Conclave 2025’ maps future of finance in a transforming global economy 

Nemetschek Group & IIT Madras sign MoU to 
foster research in low-carbon and lean construction 

MP CM invites industrialists 
of South India to invest in state 

BirlaNu announces new Fibre 
Cement Board Plant in Nellore 

Nellore, Nov 23 (Agency) 

BirlaNu (formerly HIL Ltd), part of the multi-
billion-dollar CKA Birla Group and a leading 
home and building products company, today 
announced the establishment of a new Fibre 
Cement Board Plant in Nellore district of 
Andhra Pradesh. In Phase 1, BirlaNu will 
invest around Rs.127 crore to set up a large-
scale Fibre Cement Board unit, the first of its 
kind in Andhra Pradesh, creating nearly 600 
direct and indirect employment opportunities 
for skilled and semi-skilled talent in the region, 
the company said in a release here. In Phase 2, 
BirlaNu plans to expand the site with additional 
units for PVC Pipes & Fittings and Construction 
Chemicals, deepening the company's integrated 
manufacturing capabilities in Andhra Pradesh. 
The Greenfield project will enhance our 
manufacturing footprint; address rising domestic 
and global demand for high-quality building 
materials and create meaningful employment 
opportunities, the company said. 
Designed as a state-of-the-art facility built on 
advanced manufacturing technologies and 
sustainable production practices, the unit will play 
a pivotal role in accelerating regional economic 
development. Akshat Seth, Managing Director 
and CEO, BirlaNu, said: "Our new Fibre Cement 
Board Plant in Nellore marks an important 
milestone in BirlaNu's expansion journey. 
Andhra Pradesh offers a compelling environment 
for industrial growth, supported by robust 
infrastructure and a progressive development 
approach." The facility will incorporate fly ash, a 
by-product from coal-based thermal power plants, 
as a key raw material reducing industrial waste, 
lowering landfill needs, and advancing circular-
economy practices. The project is also expected to 
spur the growth of ancillary and support industries, 
further strengthening the industrial ecosystem 
in Nellore and its surrounding districts. With 32 
manufacturing facilities across India, Germany 
and Austria, supported by innovation centres 
in India and Germany, BirlaNu brings globally 
benchmarked quality and advanced engineering 
to more than 80 international markets. 

Ananth Technologies to inaugurate 1st private-
sector centre of excellence in Navigation 

Congress obstructs PM Modi-led 
NDA's good work: Uttarakhand CM 

New scientific study strengthens India’s fight against illegal Mongoose trade 

Hyderabad, Nov 23 (Agency) 

The Federation of Indian 
Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry (FICCI) 

hosted the ‘Finance Conclave 
2025’ in Hyderabad, bringing 
together leading policymakers, 
financial experts, industry heads 
and international stakeholders 
for an intensive dialogue on the 
forces reshaping global finance. 
Held at The Park, the event 
carried the theme, “Navigating 
Transformation in a Dynamic 
Global Economy.” The conclave 
highlighted how the finance 
function is rapidly evolving 
from a traditional, transactional 
role into a strategic driver 
of business value. Speakers 
stressed the growing influence 
of digitalisation, automation, AI 
and data analytics in redefining 
financial operations, governance 
and decision-making. Discussions 
centred on how technology 

can enhance agility, strengthen 
forecasting accuracy, build robust 
cross-functional collaboration 
and empower finance leaders to 

guide innovation, growth and 
sustainability in an increasingly 
unpredictable global environment. 
In his virtual remarks, ICAI 
President CA Charanjot 
Singh Nanda noted that ICAI, 
established before the adoption 
of the Indian Constitution, has 
grown into the world’s largest 
accounting body. He emphasised 
that finance professionals today 
play multifaceted roles as 
strategic navigators, regulators 
and enablers of societal resilience. 

He underscored the need to 
align with global best practices 
while adapting them to India’s 
context. Hyderabad Chartered 

Accountants’ Society President CA 
Ananda Rao Potnuru highlighted 
the highly interconnected nature 
of today’s global economy, where 
shifts in one part of the world 
have immediate repercussions 
elsewhere. He stressed that 
financial governance must 
evolve from compliance-driven 
frameworks to intelligence-
driven standards, with AI, 
cybersecurity and data at its core. 
Seema Grover, Head of Finance 
– India & Emerging Markets 

at Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories 
spoke about the strengthening of 
corporate governance frameworks 
through institutions such as ICAI, 
SEBI and NFRA. She outlined 
the conclave’s sessions, which 
explored the future of corporate 
governance, the transformative 
potential of AI and automation 
in finance, and strategies to 
navigate global economic shifts 
with confidence. CA Salil Kumar 
Mishra, CFO of MEIL Group 
said that modern finance leaders 
must function like co-founders, 
contributing to every dimension 
of business beyond accounting. 
He highlighted the need to 
embrace technology-driven 
thinking, predictive finance and 
strategic insight, emphasising 
that weak financial planning can 
derail even large infrastructure 
projects. Earlier in his welcome 
address, FICCI Telangana State 
Council Chairman V. V. Rama 
Raju said the finance function is 
transitioning into a key strategic 

pillar as organisations navigate 
geopolitical tensions, supply 
chain disruptions, inflation 
and rising global volatility. He 
stressed that the future of finance 
will be digital, data-driven, 
sustainable and deeply aligned 
with organisational goals. During 
a panel discussion, Nestle India 
Independent Director P R Ramesh 
raised concerns about declining 
global trust in financial reporting. 
He highlighted how limited 
access to financial information 
restricts board members’ ability 
to thoroughly review company 
accounts, making governance 
heavily dependent on auditors. 
He emphasised the urgent need 
to strengthen systems that uphold 
transparency and accountability. 
The Finance Conclave 2025 
concluded on an impactful 
note, equipping attendees with 
actionable insights, strategic 
foresight and transformative ideas 
to navigate the future of finance 
with clarity and confidence 

Jaipur, Nov 23 (Reporter) 

Uttarakhand Chief Minister 
Pushkar Singh Dhami today 
accused the opposition Con-
gress of creating hurdles to 
good initiatives, including 
the Anti Conversion Law, be-
ing taken by the ruling NDA 
dispensation under the lead-
ership of Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi in the national in-
terest. Dhami, who was on a 
visit to the pilgrim city Push-
kar to attend a function of the 
Uttarakhand Dharmashala 
(rest house), made the above 
accusation in response to a 
newsman's query about writ 
petitions filed in the Supreme 
Court against passage of the 
Anti-Conversion law in some 
states, including Rajasthan. 
The visiting CM claimed, 
"Those who have been in-
dulging in the appeasement 
politics for many decades are 

behind these obstructive tac-
tics. They have been trying 
to block - obstruct or at least 
cause hindrances for all those 
good work which should have 
been done soon after the Inde-
pendence. Since those were 
not done earlier, now PM 
ModiJi has been doing it, that 
good work is not being rel-
ished by that party and their 
leaders." However, the people 
of the country have under-
stood their intent and are now 
familiar of their tactics, he said 
and observed that is why they 
(Congress) are being rejected 
by the people. "In the recent 
assembly polls in Bihar, they 
have been defeated. Earlier, in 
the Maharashtra and Haryana 
assembly elections too, they 
were rejected by the voters," 
he said. Uttarakhand CM 
Dhami has hailed the perfor-
mance of the two-year-old 
Bhajan Lal Sharma-led BJP 
government in Rajasthan. 

Kolkata, Nov 23 (FN Bureau) 

Concerned over large scale 
poaching of Mongoose for its 
fur (hair) used in clandestine 

markets for making costly fine 
quality brush for painting, the 
scientists and zoologists have made 
a major breakthrough, developing 
a mechanism to identify its fiber 
from the mammals or artificial. 
India is home of several species of 
mongooses- Small Indian Mongoose, 
Indian Grey Mongoose, Indian Brown 
Mongoose, Ruddy Mongoose, Crab-
eating Mongoose, and Stripe-necked 
Mongoose. These small carnivorous 
mammals play a crucial ecological 
role by regulating populations of 
rodents, snakes, birds, and various 
invertebrates. Despite their ecological 

importance, they face severe pressure 
from illegal wildlife trade, primarily 
driven by the demand for mongoose 
hair used in high-quality paint 
brushes, according to Dhriti Banerjee, 
Director, Zoological Survey of India. 
“ Every year, an estimated 100,000 
mongooses are killed, with nearly 
50 animals required to produce just 
one kilogram of usable hair. These 
brushes are sold within India and 
smuggled internationally to markets 
in the Middle East, the United States, 
and Europe often without consumer 
awareness of their illegal origin,” the 
ZSI chief said. 
“Major trafficking routes pass through 
Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, and Tamil 
Nadu, while international smuggling 
commonly occurs via Delhi, Mumbai, 
Kolkata, and across the Indo-Nepal 
and Indo-Bangladesh borders,” he 

said. To strengthen legal protection, all 
mongoose species were progressively 
elevated under the Indian Wildlife 

(Protection) Act, 1972, ultimately 
being placed in Schedule I, the highest 
protection category. Despite these 
measures, enforcement agencies 
often face challenges in identifying 
mongoose hair in confiscated items. 
Modern paintbrush processing 
removes the follicle and basal region 
of the hair, leaving no nuclear DNA. 

Mitochondrial DNA recovery is 
also frequently unsuccessful due to 
chemical processing and degradation. 

In such cases, tricho-taxonomy 
the study of hair structure 
provides a practical, rapid, and 
non-destructive method for 
species identification, Banerjee 
said. He said a development 
toward this goal has been 
achieved through a new 
study published in Discover 
Conservation, which presents 

the first complete tricho-taxonomic 
identification system for all these 
Indian mongoose species. The 
diagnostic features documented in this 
work provide a rapid and non-invasive 
method for identifying confiscated 
mongoose hair, thereby supporting law 
enforcement agencies in combating 
illegal wildlife trafficking. 

The study was carried out using 
museum specimens housed at the 
Zoological Survey of India (ZSI). 
Scientist at the Zoological Survey 
of India M. Kamalakannan, who 
conceptualized and co-led the study, 
said “This research fills a critical 
forensic gap by providing species-
level identification tools based 
entirely on hair morphology. It will 
greatly assist wildlife enforcement 
agencies in identifying mongoose 
hair in seized items and curbing 
illegal trade. The study will also 
serve as a useful and cost-effective 
reference for identifying mongoose 
species in India.” Shantanu Kundu, 
foreign collaborator from Pukyong 
National University, Republic of 
Korea, added, “Our combination of 
microscopic analysis and statistical 
modelling provides a scientifically 

solid baseline. These findings can 
also complement future molecular 
or DNA-based approaches to 
further enhance accuracy in species 
identification.” As an authorised 
organisation of the Government of 
India, the Zoological Survey of India, 
functioning under the Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change (MoEFCC), regularly 
receives confiscated materials from 
enforcement agencies across the 
country, including paintbrushes 
suspected to contain mongoose 
hair, for species identification. The 
ZSI provides the scientific analysis 
required to support investigations and 
curb illegal trade. “This study further 
strengthens our wildlife forensic 
capabilities and will assist frontline 
agencies in protecting India’s native 
biodiversity,” Banerjee concluded. 

New Delhi, Nov 23 (FN Representative) 

Nemetschek Group has announced 
the signing of a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with IIT 
Madras to establish a platinum 
membership research partnership 
under the Centre of Excellence 
'Technologies for Low-Carbon 
and Lean Construction (TCL2). 
‘TLC2’ is a research initiative of 
IIT Madras focused on developing 
and implementing innovative 
solutions to make the construction 
industry more sustainable. It aims to 
minimize waste, reduce the carbon 
footprint and foster efficiency in the 
construction sector. The partnership 
is funded by Nemetschek Group's 
AI and Data innovation hub. Prof 

Ashwin Mahalingam said," Our 
engagement with Nemetschek offers 
a unique opportunity to advance 
cutting-edge research in sustainable 
construction technologies. The 
partnership empowers our faculty 
and students to work closely with 
industry pioneers to address real-
world challenges, particularly in 
digital fabrication and modular 
construction, enhancing the impact 
of our academic programs." 
The partnership will cater diverse 
areas of collaboration including 
joint research projects, advisory and 
visiting appointments, employee 
continuing education and curriculum 
development. Pete Nicholson, Senior 
Vice President of Key accounts and 
High Growth Regions at Nemetschek 
Group, said, " This partnership with 

IIT Madras highlights Nemetschek's 
commitment to advancing innovation 
and sustainable development in 

India's construction sector." "By 
combining applied research in low-
carbon and lean construction with 

powerful AI technologies ethically, 
we aim to accelerate productivity, 
efficiency and sustainability--

essential for meeting the demand 
of India’s extensive infrastructure 
investments and ensuring a future-

ready construction ecosystem across 
the country," he said. 
This partnership is also intended to 
promote employment opportunities 
as Nemetschek’s digital tools 
with civil engineering programs 
will drive more recruitment 
opportunities for IIT Madras 
students. Charles Sheridan, Chief 
AI and Data Officer of Nemetschek 
Group, said, “ Our investment in 
the TLC2 centre of excellence 
reflects Nemetschek’s dedication 
to integrating cutting-edge AI 
and sustainable technologies in 
construction. Collaborations like 
this empower us to co-create 
impactful solutions, leverage 
academic excellence and accelerate 
digital transformation in the Indian 
AEC industry.” 

Hyderabad, Nov 23 (Reporter) 

Madhya Pradesh Chief 
Minister Mohan 
Yadav today invited 
industrialists to invest 
in their state as it has 
a lot of potential to 
provide opportunities 
for various sectors. 
While interacting with 
various industrialists of 
South India during the 
'Investment Opportunities in 
Madhya Pradesh' session held 
here, Yadav said that there is 
no political agenda behind 
his visit to Hyderabad and 
only to personally invite the 
industrialists and businessmen 
to his state to strengthen 

the mutual relations. While 
praising Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, he said the 
central government has created 

a lot of opportunities for all 
sectors. He said that a Metro 
Coach manufacturing plant 
has been set up in Madhya 
Pradesh for Rs 1,800 crore 
by BEML Rail Hub and now, 
"we are prepared to export rail 
coaches as well". Earlier, the 

Madhya Pradesh chief minister 
visited Greenko's headquarters 
in Hyderabad, holding a key 
meeting with the company's 

top management. 
Later, he held one-to-
one discussions with 
industrialists over 
investment plans and 
upcoming projects 
in sectors such as IT, 
ITES, ESDM, biotech, 
manufacturing, and 
MSMEs. A key round-

table meeting focused on the 
biotech sector was also held, 
where detailed discussions 
took place on the favourable 
environment emerging 
in Madhya Pradesh for 
innovation-based industries 
and research-driven projects. 

Thiruvananthapuram, Nov 23 (Representative) 

Ananth Technologies Ltd (ATL), a leading 
private-sector contributor to India’s space 
and defence programmes, will inaugurate 
its Centre of Excellence in Navigation 
at the ATL facility in KINFRA Park, 
Menamkulam, near Kazhakootam, here 
on November 25. Established in 1992, 
ATL—headed by Chairman and Managing 
Director Dr. Subba Rao Pavuluri—has 
grown rapidly with centres in Hyderabad, 
Bengaluru and Thiruvananthapuram. 
The Thiruvananthapuram unit has been 
closely supporting ISRO in the realisation 
of avionics packages for all ISRO launch 
vehicles. 
The new Centre of Excellence marks 
ATL’s advancement into the development 
of precision navigation systems for both 
space and defence applications. The 

company is currently working on cutting-
edge indigenous technologies in this critical 
domain as part of its contribution to the 

national Atmanirbhar mission. Officials 
noted that this is the first such dedicated 
navigation-technology facility in the private 
sector, and it is expected to play a significant 
role in meeting India’s future navigation-
system needs. The facility will be 
inaugurated by the Secretary, Department of 
Space and Chairman, ISRO, in the presence 
of ISRO centre directors and senior officials 
from ISRO and the defence sector. 
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■	Divi Bijesh shines again at Asian Youth 
Rapid Chess Championship 2025 

Thiruvananthapuram, Nov 23 (Agency) Kerala’s rising chess 
prodigy Divi Bijesh has added yet another prestigious title to 
her rapidly growing list of achievements, clinching the Asian 
Youth Rapid Chess Championship 2025 held in Thailand. The 
10-year-old from Thiruvananthapuram emerged champion 
in the Under-10 Girls category, scoring an impressive 6 
points from seven rounds and reaffirming her dominance 
in international age-group chess. This triumph comes close 
on the heels of her victory at the Commonwealth Chess 
Championship 2025, where she secured the Under-12 Girls 
title just a week earlier. The year 2025 has been exceptional 
for Divi. She became the World Cup U-10 Girls Champion, 
World Cadet Rapid Champion, World Cadet Blitz Vice 
Champion and World Schools Chess Vice Champion. With 
more than 75 medals already to her credit, Divi is also 
Kerala’s youngest Woman Candidate Master (WCM) and 
holds the distinction of being India’s first U-10 Girls World 
Cup Champion. A fifth-grade student at Alan Feldman Public 
School, Kazhakkoottam, Divi continues to be celebrated as 
one of the brightest young talents in Indian chess. 

■	Hockey India announces free tickets 
for Junior World Cup 

Madurai, Nov 23 (FN Representative) In a landmark move 
to encourage greater fan engagement and celebrate the 
sport’s growing popularity, Hockey India today announced 
that entry for all matches of the FIH Hockey Men’s Junior 
World Cup to be held in Chennai and Madurai from 
November 28 to December 10, will be completely free of 
cost. The tournament will feature 24 teams, making it the 
largest edition in Junior World Cup history. Fans can secure 
their free virtual tickets through www.ticketgenie.in or the 
Hockey India mobile app. Upon registration, spectators will 
receive a digital ticket, ensuring a smooth and paperless entry 
process without the need for physical redemption. Speaking 
about the initiative, Hockey India President Dr. Dilip Tirkey 
said, “This is a historic moment for Indian hockey, and we 
want every fan to be a part of it. 
By offering free tickets, our aim is to open the gates for 
students, young athletes, families, and hockey lovers 
across Tamil Nadu and beyond. The atmosphere created by 
passionate fans has always been our biggest strength, and 
we are committed to making international hockey accessible 
to everyone.” Hockey India Secretary General Shri Bhola 
Nath Singh said, “Tamil Nadu is hosting the Junior World 
Cup for the first time, and we want to ensure the stadiums 
are packed with energy. Free entry removes all barriers for 
spectators and reinforces our vision of promoting hockey 
at the grassroots. We encourage fans to come in large 
numbers, support the young talent from around the world, 
and experience world-class hockey.” The 24 teams are 
grouped into four Pools. Hosts India are placed in Pool A, 
alongside Chile, Oman, and Switzerland. India will open 
their campaign against Chile on 28th November in Chennai, 
followed by matches against Oman (29th November) and 
Switzerland (2nd December).

■	Norris, Piastri disqualified from F1 Las Vegas GP 
Beijing, Nov 23 (Reporter) Formula 1 championship leader 
Lando Norris and McLaren teammate Oscar Piastri have 
been disqualified from Las Vegas Grand Prix after post-
race checks revealed excessive wear to the skid blocks on 
both cars. Norris had finished second behind race winner 
Max Verstappen, extending what had appeared to be a 
comfortable title lead over Piastri, who crossed the line 
fourth. But the FIA launched a formal investigation after the 
chequered flag, with both drivers summoned to the stewards 
at 11:45 p.m. local time on Saturday. Technical delegate 
Jo Bauer reported that the rearmost skid blocks on both 
McLarens measured below the mandatory minimum nine 
millimeters when inspected against the team's submitted 
legality documents. McLaren representatives were heard 
before the decision was issued. The ruling marks the first 
time in McLaren's history that both cars have been removed 
from a grand prix classification for the same infraction. The 
penalties significantly reshuffle the final order. 
Verstappen retains his win, but George Russell moves up to 
second, with Mercedes teammate Kimi Antonelli stepping 
onto the podium in third. The revised classification also sees 
Charles Leclerc move up to fourth, with Carlos Sainz fifth 
and Isack Hadjar sixth. Nico Hulkenberg is now seventh, 
ahead of Lewis Hamilton, while the Haas pair of Esteban 
Ocon and Ollie Bearman move up into the points-paying 
positions, in ninth and tenth respectively. The title picture 
also tightens. Rather than extending his advantage, Norris 
remains 24 points clear of Piastri. Verstappen's victory brings 
him level with the Australian in the standings, leaving the trio 
separated by fewer than 25 points with two grands prix and 
one Sprint remaining. Enforcement of skid block regulations 
has already impacted other drivers this season. Hamilton was 
excluded from the Chinese Grand Prix for the same breach, 
while Hulkenberg lost his points finish in Bahrain.
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Manipur Polo International: India 
Teams register a win & a draw 

Muthusamy 109, Jansen 93 
take SA to 489; India 9/0 

Lakshya Sen clinches Australian 
Open title with dominant victory 

Guwahati, Nov 23 (FN Representative) 

South Africa’s lower order 
produced a stirring fightback 
on Day 2 of the second Test, 

carrying the visitors to 489 all out 
in 151.1 overs before India reached 
9 for no loss at stumps in 6.1 overs. 
Senuran Muthusamy’s maiden 
Test hundred and Marco Jansen’s 
thrilling 93 were the centrepieces of 
a remarkable recovery that frustrated 
India throughout the day. South Africa 
went into lunch strongly placed at 428 
for 7 in 137 overs, with Muthusamy 
unbeaten on 107 and Jansen on 51. 
Their eighth-wicket partnership had 
already transformed the innings, and 
the momentum carried forward into 
the evening session. 
The visitors crossed 450 in 140.4 
overs, aided by clean hitting from 
Jansen, who continued to dispatch 
India’s short bowling. He launched 
Mohammed Siraj high over mid-

wicket in the 140th over, followed by 
another boundary off the next ball. 
Jasprit Bumrah was driven through 
long-off as Jansen moved swiftly into 

the 80s. The stand was finally broken 
in the 138th over when Muthusamy, 
on 109 off 206 balls, top-edged a 
pull off Siraj to fine leg, departing to 
warm applause after South Africa’s 
best innings of the series. India 
claimed the next wicket when Simon 
Harmer was bowled by Bumrah for 
5 in the 143rd over. But Jansen kept 
attacking, launching Jadeja for three 
towering sixes in the 139th over and 
then pulling Siraj again in the 140th, 
continuing his counterattack even as 

partners fell around him. By the drinks 
break, South Africa were 483 for 9 in 
149 overs, with Jansen moving into 
the 90s and Keshav Maharaj on 8. 
Jansen looked destined for a maiden 
first-class hundred, but heartbreak 
followed. In the 151st over, a googly 
from Kuldeep Yadav spun away, 
catching Jansen’s inside edge before 
crashing into the stumps. He fell for 93 
off 91 balls, with six fours and seven 
sixes — a brilliant innings that ended 
abruptly and painfully for the left-
hander. South Africa were bowled out 
shortly after for 489 in 151.1 overs, 
Maharaj unbeaten on 12. India then 
faced a short but steady examination 
before stumps, closing at 9 for no loss 
in 6.1 overs. Yashasvi Jaiswal flicked 
Jansen for four off just the second 
ball of the innings and remained 
unbeaten on 7, with KL Rahul on 2 at 
the close. With South Africa posting a 
formidable total and India beginning 
cautiously, the contest is finely set 
heading into Day 3. 

Imphal, Nov 23 (Agency) 

The second day of the 15th Manipur 
Polo International Tournament at the 
historic Mapal Kangjeibung today 
witnessed high-intensity matches as 
India Polo Team-B (Manipur) secured 
a convincing victory, while India Polo 
Team-A (IPA) played out a thrilling 
draw against the visiting Colombia 
Polo Team. India Polo Team-B 
(Manipur) defeated India Polo 
Team-C (Chhattisgarh) with a strong 
performance, ending the game with 
a score of 9–4. Team B dominated 
from the opening chukker, quickly 
setting the pace with two goals. They 
continued their momentum into the 
second chukker, adding two more 
goals. The third chukker saw them 
score another goal, maintaining firm 
control of the match. By the fourth 
chukker, Team B stretched their lead 
with two additional goals. 
Although the final chukker produced 
no goals, their earlier dominance 
ensured a clear victory. India Polo 

Team-C managed to score four goals 
overall, with a single goal each in the 
second, third, and fourth chukkers. 
However, they were unable to match 
the pace and coordination displayed 

by the Manipur side. With superior 
teamwork, fast attacks, and disciplined 
defence, India Polo Team-B secured 
the victory comfortably, delighting the 
home crowd. Another match featured a 
nail-biting contest between Colombia 
Polo Team and India Polo Team-A 
(IPA), ending in a dramatic 8–8 draw. 
The Colombian team pressed early, 
scoring one goal in the first chukker. 
They kept their momentum in the 
second chukker, adding two more 
goals. With sharp riding and well-
coordinated strikes, Colombia took 
the match’s early advantage. India 

Team-A responded strongly. Matching 
the Colombians stride for stride, the 
Indian side put up a goal in the first 
chukker, followed by another in 
the second. Their comeback gained 
strength in the third chukker with a 
goal that narrowed the gap. 
The highlight of the match came in 
the fourth chukker, where India Polo 
Team-A produced an impressive 
performance, scoring five goals 
in a spirited offensive burst. This 
remarkable effort turned the match 
around and levelled the scoreboard. 
Colombia added one more goal in the 
fourth chukker, while both teams were 
unable to score in the fifth, sealing the 
match as a well-fought draw. Both 
matches showcased the spirit of polo, 
with smooth coordination, swift riding, 
and commendable sportsmanship from 
all teams. The umpires—Zacharry 
Calaman, Frederico Puyana, and Lt. 
Col. Aman Singh—ensured fair play 
throughout the games. Timekeeping 
was managed by L. Bedamani Singh, 
while scoring duties were carried out 
by Kh. Dhiren Singh. 

focus on preventive health and long-term well-being. These 
developments reinforce India’s steady movement towards a 
future in which worker welfare and economic efficiency are 
mutually reinforcing. Formalisation and Financial Autonomy 
of workforce The Labour Codes celebrate formalisation as 
a central driver of Atmanirbhar Bharat. The requirement for 
appointment letters, timely wage payments, and clear statutory 
definitions of worker and employee strengthens transparency, 
consistency and accountability within the employment 
relationship. The formal extension of protection to commuting 
accidents marks a significant expansion of welfare coverage, 
reflecting the evolving realities of mobility among India’s 
workers. These provisions collectively strengthen the 
formal labour market and provide millions of workers with 
documentation, security and financial autonomy, contributing 
directly to India’s broader goals of inclusive and sustainable 
economic development. Skill, Re-skilling and Voice The 
Worker Re-skilling Fund represents a forward-looking 
innovation that supports workers navigating transitions in 
a dynamic labour market. By enabling re-skilling and up-
skilling, it prepares the workforce for emerging sectors such 
as renewable energy, advanced manufacturing, electronics and 
digital services. A strengthened grievance redressal mechanism 
ensures workers have accessible channels through which 
their concerns may be addressed. This aligns with the ethos 
of broad-based participation and reflects a labour ecosystem 
grounded in dignity, accountability and opportunity. Mobility 
and Inclusive Growth The expanded definition of the interstate 
migrant worker modernises the legal understanding of labour 
mobility and fosters continuity of welfare entitlements. 
The provision for portability of social security benefits, 
including Public Distribution System access and Building 
and Other Construction Workers Cess Fund entitlements, 
strengthens the protection available to workers who seek 
opportunities across different regions. These measures reflect 
India’s commitment to supporting labour mobility while 
ensuring that workers remain securely integrated into formal 
welfare architecture. A Global and National Imperative By 
universalising social protection, updating definitions and 
simplifying regulatory structures, the Labour Codes position 
India as a leader in modern labour governance. International 
institutions, including the International Labour Organization, 
the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank, have 
acknowledged the significance of these reforms. Enhanced 
gender participation, supported by these Codes, contributes to 
unlocking substantial economic potential and reinforces India’s 
commitment to inclusive growth and global competitiveness. 
Conclusion, A New National Euphoria The implementation 
of the Labour Codes signifies the arrival of a new phase in 
India’s development journey. These reforms elevate the dignity 
of labour, strengthen MSME Shakti, empower women, support 
migrant workers, and consolidate a welfare-oriented labour 
architecture. They exemplify the principles of Atmanirbhar 
Bharat, accelerate progress toward Viksit Bharat 2047, and 
contribute to a labour ecosystem defined by resilience, equity 
and opportunity. As these reforms take root, they generate a 
positive and confident national environment, setting the stage 
for a future in which every worker contributes to and benefits 
from India’s economic ascent. 

India, Malaysia vow...
Malaysia is a crucial partner in Southeast Asia, and 
strengthening this bond is central to India's Act East policy 
and broader engagement with the region. Furthermore, the 
Prime Ministers emphasized the foundational role of cultural 
and people-to-people ties, recognizing the significant Indian 
diaspora residing in Malaysia. The meeting sets the stage for 
future collaboration on major regional initiatives, such as the 
Indo-Pacific Economic Corridor and joint efforts under the 
ASEAN-India framework. 

India-Vietnam ties...
economic cooperation, including in areas like manufacturing, 
infrastructure and digital technology. They also emphasized 
enhancing collaboration in trade and defence, alongside 
the importance of cultural and people-to-people ties, noting 
the significant Indian diaspora in Vietnam. Both nations 
are expected to continue working together on key regional 
initiatives, including the Indo-Pacific Economic Corridor and 
the ASEAN-India Free Trade Agreement. 

ECI reports major progress...
and 65.52 per cent, respectively. To expedite the verification 
and digitisation process, the ECI has urged all recognised 
political parties to appoint additional Booth Level Agents 
(BLAs), aiming to ensure accuracy and inclusiveness ahead of 
forthcoming elections. 

Delhi CM announces restricted...
resistance against tyranny, religious intolerance and injustice, 
adding that he was not just a revered Guru of the Sikhs, but 
also a guardian of humanity. "By laying down his life, he 
defended India’s religious freedom and affirmed that truth and 
righteousness must be upheld, whatever the cost," she added. 
Ms Gupta pointed out that Guru Sahib’s supreme sacrifice 
represents an immortal chapter in history, reminding that 
defending people, their freedom and dignity is the true essence 
of humanity. Ms Gupta reaffirmed that his message of courage, 
compassion, tolerance, brotherhood and respect for all faiths 
remains as relevant today, as it was three centuries ago. 
Reflecting on Guru Tegh Bahadur's life and legacy, the CM 
stated that his teachings will continue to inspire the creation of 
a peaceful and inclusive society. 

Delhi Assembly Speaker holds...
Patel, the first Indian elected Speaker of the Central Legislative 
Assembly under British rule. Vice President of India, C.P. 
Radhakrishnan, will inaugurate the book commemorating 
100 years since Patel occupied that chair on 24 August 1925, 
a statement read. According to the Delhi Assembly officials, 
the Coffee Table Book showcases rare archival photographs, 
key documents and select excerpts from Patel’s speeches 
and writings. The book will serve as a rich tribute to Patel’s 
enduring legacy and India’s democratic journey by featuring 
curated archival material on the evolution of India’s legislative 
institutions and visuals of the new Parliament.

negotiations for the agreement. The ToR include market 
access for goods by eliminating tariff and non-tariff barriers, 
investment facilitation, simplification of customs procedures, 
increasing cooperation for innovation and technology transfer, 
and easing norms to promote trade in services. We may come 
out with the first phase on an FTA, so that we can kickstart 
the benefits faster," Goyal said. He also spoke on a big metro 
project in Israel, saying the Middle East nation has just come 
out with pre-qualification documents for a USD 50 billion 
metro project in Tel Aviv. “It involves 300 km of underground 
tunnelling and is one of the largest projects, and they are keen 
that Indian companies should also bid for it,” he said. "We have 
several players, both in the public and private sectors, who 
have done massive works. We have 23 cities which are setting 
up metros in India," Goyal said, adding that Israel would "very 
seriously" like India to be a part of that project and "I hope 
Indian companies take interest and join the bidding process. 
The Israel-India Business Summit held in Tel Aviv saw the 
participation of top political leaders, senior industry executives 
and major business organisations from both countries talking 
of accelerating bilateral economic cooperation and charting 
new areas of collaboration. 

G20: PM Modi seeks...
growth and over exploitation of nature, particularly when the 
G20 Summit was being held for the first time in Africa. In this 
context, he noted that the idea of "Integral Humanism” based 
on India’s civilizational wisdom must be explored. Integral 
Humanism, he expanded, takes a holistic view of humans, 
society and nature and that is how harmony between progress 
and planet could be achieved. Elaborating India’s approach to 
growth, development and well-being for all, Prime Minister 
proposed six ideas for the G20 to consider. They are: * 
Creation of a G20 Global Traditional Knowledge Repository: 
This would harness collective wisdom of humanity for the 
benefit of future generations. * Creation of a G20 Africa 
Skills Multiplier: This program would aim to create a pool of 
one million certified trainers for skilling the youth in Africa. 
This would create local capacities and foster long-term 
development in the continent * Creation of a G20 Global 
Healthcare Response Team: This would comprise healthcare 
experts from each of the G20 countries and could be deployed 
to deal with global health challenges in any part of the world. 
* Establish a G20 Open Satellite Data Partnership: Through 
this program satellite data of G-20 Space agencies would 
be made available to developing countries for agriculture, 
fisheries, disaster management, among other activities. * 
Creation of a G20 Critical Minerals Circularity Initiative: 
This initiative would foster recycling, urban mining, second-
life battery projects and innovation of various types, and help 
in strengthening supply chain security, and develop cleaner 
pathways of development. * Creation of a G20 Initiative on 
Countering the Drug Terror Nexus: This would address drug 
trafficking, , including of fentanyl, and break the drug-terror 
economy. Prime Minister Modi addressed a session on "A 
Resilient World- G20 Contribution to Disaster Risk Reduction; 
Climate Change; Just Energy Transition; Food Systems”. He 
appreciated that the Disaster Risk Reduction Working Group 
initiated by India is being taken forward. He noted that the 
approach to disaster resilience should be "development-
centric”, rather than "response-centric” as exemplified in the 
Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure set up by India. 
Prime Minister Modi called for greater collective action on 
climate agenda to strengthen food security. In this context, 
he noted the value of millets in promoting nutritional security 
and environmental sustainability. Highlighting the Deccan 
Principles on Food Security adopted during India’s presidency, 
he noted that such an approach should become the basis for 
creating a G20 roadmap on food security. He also called upon 
developed countries to meet their climate action commitments 
on providing affordable finance and technology to developing 
countries in a time bound manner. He also interacted with 
several world leaders on the sidelines of the G20 Summit today. 

Scientific storage vital...
deficit estimated at approximately 69 million metric tonnes by 
2030, implying a large investment opportunity. Moreover, the 
foodgrain storage market is projected to grow from roughly 
Rs 37,336 crore in 2025-26 to Rs 43 953 crore by 2030-31, 
with a Compound Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) of 3.3pc. It’s 
driven by expansions under PPP silo projects, PEG schemes 
and government buffer stock requirements. Private sector 
dominance is also increasing in India’s foodgrain sector with 
major players like Adani Agri Logistics, Globus Manufacturing, 
LT Foods, StarAgri, NCML and others. The report suggested 
the need of some policy reforms to harmonize escalation 
clauses, skill development, promoting warehouse-as-a-service, 
raising awareness on financing options, incentivizing hermetic 
storage and enabling digital traceability. 

Toxic air grips Delhi again...
to Stage 2. These include staggered working hours for 
government offices in Delhi, Gurugram, Faridabad, Ghaziabad 
and Gautam Buddh Nagar. The Centre may also consider 
staggered timings for its offices in the region, the agency 
recommended. Restrictions previously meant for Stage 4 
during severe AQI, such as allowing public, municipal, and 
private offices to function with only 50 per cent staff and 
requiring the remaining employees to work from home, will 
now be applicable at Stage 3, the notification stated. In line 
with the CAQM’s directive, the Delhi government has directed 
private offices to operate with 50 per cent on-site staff and 
allow the rest to work from home as a precautionary measure, 
as the capital continues to grapple with deteriorating air 
quality. On Sunday, the city’s minimum temperature recorded 
a drop of nearly 1.5 degrees Celsius from the previous 
day’s minimum and stood at 10.4 degrees Celsius while the 
maximum settled at 26.7 degrees Celsius, according to the 
India Meteorological Department (IMD). The forecast for the 
minimum temperatures are likely to be normal during next 24 
hours and below normal, registering a drop between 1.6 and 
3.0 degrees Celsius thereafter, said the IMD. 

India, Israel to implement...
community of both countries. On Thursday, both the India 
and Israel inked terms of reference (ToR) to formally launch 

The Labour Codes celebrate...
standard for workplace welfare in India. The requirement 
for crèches, toilets, drinking water, canteens and rest areas 
ensures that MSME workplaces evolve into environments 
that are safe, respectful and conducive to productivity. 
By defining standard working hours, introducing flexible 
arrangements such as work-from-home where suitable, and 
ensuring eligibility for paid leave after one hundred and 
eighty days, the Codes enhance work-life balance and align 
India’s labour environment with contemporary expectations 
of worker welfare. Mandatory free annual health check-
ups for employees aged forty years and above advance the 

Sydney, Nov 23 (Representative)

India’s top-ranked men’s 
singles shuttler Lakshya 
Sen clinched his sixth ca-
reer BWF World Tour title, 
and his first of the season, 
by winning the Australian 
Open 2025 in commanding 
fashion on Sunday. Accord-
ing to Olympics.com, Sen, 
needed 38 minutes for a 
clinical 21-15, 21-11 victo-
ry over world No. 26 Yushi 
Tanaka of Japan in the fi-
nal of the BWF Super 500 
tournament. This was the 
first head-to-head meeting 
between the two shuttlers. 
Sen’s triumph in Sydney is 
his first BWF World Tour 
title since the Syed Modi 
International in December 
last year.
Sen took control early in 
the opening game, stringing 
together four straight points 

to lead 7-3. Tanaka briefly 
closed in at 17-15, but the 
Indian badminton player, 
seeded seventh, responded 
with another four-point 
surge to wrap up the game. 
The second game unfolded 
on similar lines as Sen built 
a six-point advantage at the 
interval before closing out 
the match with ease. This tri-
umph marks Sen’s first BWF 
World Tour title since win-
ning the Syed Modi Inter-
national in December 2024. 
His growing list of titles in-
cludes the Super 100 titles in 
2019 - the Dutch Open and 
SaarLorLux Open - along 
with the India Open Super 
500 in 2022 and the Canada 
Open Super 500 in 2023. Sen 
also became only the second 
Indian badminton player to 
win a title on the BWF World 
Tour this year. Ayush Shetty 
won the US Open Super 300 
title in June. 



8Monday, 24 November, 2025
New Delhi

TRAVEL

Printed and Published by SHOBHIT NIGAM on behalf of FINANCIAL NEWS, Published from H-19, GROUND FLOOR, GARHWALI MOHALLA, LAXMI NAGAR, DELHI-110092 and printed at RD 
Printers & Publishers PVT LTD, A-24, Sector-8, NOIDA, PIN-201301. 	 Editor: RAJEEV KUMAR JHA


