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New UP BJP president soon, Yogi ministry expansion too on cardsNew Low Pressure Area forms over 
Bay, Cauvery delta, south coastal 

dists of TN to get heavy rains
Chennai, Nov 22 (Agency) 

A fresh Low Pressure area has formed over Strait 
of Malacca and adjoining South Andaman Sea 
today under the influence of yesterday's upper 

air cyclonic circulation over central parts of Strait of 
Malacca, which would bring heavy rains in Cauvery delta 
and south coastal districts of Tamil Nadu till November 
25, following an yellow alert was issued. Met office today 
said it is very likely to move west-northwestwards and 
concentrate into a Depression over Southeast Bay of 
Bengal around November 24. It would continue to move 
west-northwestwards and is very likely to intensify further 
over southwest Bay of Bengal during the subsequent 
48 hours. An upper air cyclonic circulation lies over 
Comorin area and adjoining Indian Equatorial Ocean 
and extends upto 1.5 km above mean sea level, while 
yesterday’s cyclonic circulation over Southeast Arabian 
Sea extending upto 3.1 km above mean sea level persists. 
Met office said light to moderate rain is likely to occur at 
a few places over Tamil Nadu, and over Puducherry and 
Karaikal area with thunderstorm and lightning at one 
or two places. It has forecast heavy rain in 15 districts of 
the State. Heavy rain is likely to occur at isolated places 
over Kanyakumari, Tirunelveli, Tenkasi, Thoothukudi, 
Ramanathapuram, Virudhunagar,Madurai, Sivaganga, 
Pudukkottai, Thanjavur, Tiruvarur, Nagapattinam, 
Mayiladuthurai, Cuddalore, Ariyalur, Kallakurichi 
districts and Puducherry  ► Cont. to Page-7

TN, UK govt sign LoI, jointly 
launch Heat Resilience Centre

■	Coal India inks MoU with Hyderabad-
based Rainbow Children Hospital

Hyderabad, Nov 22 (UNI) City-based Rainbow Children 
Hospital has joined hands with Coal India Limited 
(CIL) to treat underprivileged children suffering from 
thalassemia under the 'Thalassemia Bal Sewa Yojana' 
CSR initiative of the central public sector enterprise. An 
MoU was formalised at the Rainblow Children Hospital 
here on Saturday in the presence of union Coal Minister 
G Kishan Reddy. Coal India launched the 'Thalassemia 
Bal Sewa Yojana' in 2017 to support the treatment of 
underprivileged children affected by thalassemia. In 2020, 
aplastic anaemia was added to the programme. Under the 
MoU, Coal India will provide financial assistance of up to 
Rs 10 lakh to eligible patients for bone marrow transplants 
and the treatment can be done at Fortis Memorial Research 
Institute. Speaking on the occasion, Kishan Reddy said 
the scheme, which supports free bone marrow transplants 
for children ► Cont. to Page-7 

■	BlueBird 6, heaviest satellite for LEO, to 
be launched aboard LVM3 on Dec 15 

Chennai, Nov 22 (Agency) Nasdaq-listed cellular 
broadband company AST SpaceMobile Inc. today 
announced that its BlueBird 6 satellite will lift off on 
December 15, 2025, from India aboard the ISRO's 
heavy-lift LVM3 rocket. At 6,500 kg, BlueBird 6 will be 
the heaviest satellite ever placed into Low Earth Orbit 
(LEO) by the LVM3, which currently boasts a 100% 
launch success rate. BlueBird 6 marks the debut of AST 
SpaceMobile’s next-generation satellite fleet. Once 
deployed, it will feature the largest commercial phased 
array in LEO, spanning nearly 2,400 sq ft—a 3.5× increase 
over its predecessors, BlueBirds 1–5—and delivering 10× 
more data capacity, the company said. AST SpaceMobile 
is developing what it calls the world’s first and only space-
based cellular broadband network designed to connect 
directly to everyday ► Cont. to Page-7 

■	Stalin writes to PM on rejection of Coimbatore, Madurai 
Rail projects, says ready to meet him on this issue

Chennai, Nov 22 (Agency) Expressing deepa anguish and 
disappointment over the Centre rejecting the Coimbatore 
and Madurai Meto Rail projects, Tamil Nadu Chief 
Minister and DMK President M K Stalin today wrote 
to Prime Minister Narendra Modi seeking his personal 
intervention and also said he was ready to meet him in 
person in New Delhi and explain the issues in detail. Mr 
Stalin also said he has advised the Department of Special 
Initiatives to submit detailed justifications on the issues 
raised by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs 
(MoHUA) and urge Mr Modi to instruct the MoHUA 
to review the decision of returning the proposals as the 
two projects involved the aspirations of the industrial and 
cultural hubs of Tamil Nadu, In a Demi-Official letter to 
Mr Modi, he conveyed the state's disappointment and 
anguish over the rejection of the ► Cont. to Page-7 

■	New deep-sea ‘Octopus Squid’ discovered 
in Arabian Sea

Kochi, Nov 22 (Agency) Scientists at the ICAR–Central 
Marine Fisheries Research Institute (CMFRI) have 
identified a new species of deep-sea squid from the Arabian 
Sea—only the second confirmed species belonging to 
the globally rare genus Taningia. The newly discovered 
species has been named Taningia silasii (Indian octopus 
squid) and formally described in the international journal 
Marine Biodiversity. Collected from a depth of nearly 
390 metres off the Kollam coast, the specimen measures 
45 cm in dorsal mantle length. It belongs to the family 
Octopoteuthidae, a group of deep-sea squids notable for 
lacking the characteristic long tentacles present in most 
other squid species. The discovery was made by a CMFRI 
team led by Principal Scientist Dr. Geetha Sasikumar and 
Technical Officer ► Cont. to Page-7 

■	UNI Analysis G20 Without the US: Will It create A 
Vacuum Or An Opportunity?

Johannesburg, Nov 22(Agency) The empty American chair 
at the G20 summit has become the proverbial elephant 
which may well dominate proceedings at the Johannesburg 
summit of the world’s twenty largest economies. With 
the United States opting not to send senior officials, 
Washington has signalled a rare withdrawal from a forum 
it once dominated, unsettling allies, emboldening rivals, 
and quietly opening the door for new powers ranging from 
China to Russia to even India to step forward. The absence 
of either US President Donald Trump, who has refused 
the invitation citing unproven claims that South Africa's 
white minority have been facing large-scale killings and 
land grabs, or any other ranking US official, is being seen 
as both a political rebuke to South Africa and a broader 
retreat from multilateral ► Cont. to Page-7 

Union Minister Rao Inderjit Singh briefs VP Radhakrishnan 
on NITI Aayog plans and Viksit Bharat 2047 roadmap

Delhi CM lays foundation stone of first Atal 
Canteen, to serve nutritious meals at Rs 5

HM urges citizens to cooperate with SIR, says essential 
to stop infiltrators for protecting democratic system

New Delhi, Nov 22 (FN 
Representative) 

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Friday asserted 
that preventing infiltration 

into the country is very important, 
not only from the security point of 
view, but for protecting democracy, 
and added that no infiltrator has the 
right to influence the democratic 
system. Shah was speaking at 
Border Security Force's diamond 
jubilee celebrations in Bhuj, 
Gujarat, and made it clear that 
only Indian citizens will decide 
who the Chief Minister of any 

state becomes, or who becomes 
the Prime Minister of the nation. 
He said that the BSF remains fully 
engaged in preventing infiltration 
along the borders, adding that 
preventing infiltration is essential 
for protecting the democratic 
system from being polluted. He 
declared with firm resolve that 
every infiltrator will be identified 
and be deported one-by-one. 
The HM said that the Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) is also 
an important step to help protect 
the democracy from infiltrators 
and to make it even stronger. Shah 
expressed that it was unfortunate 
that some political parties are 

trying to weaken the efforts to drive 
out infiltrators.
Shah has appealed to the people of 
the country to extend their support 

to the process, and added that the 
mandate given by the people in the 
Bihar polls is a clear message that 
the citizens of the country will not 

accept infiltrators at any cost. 
Shah said that during the past 
few years, border fencing 
has been strengthened 
rapidly, and has been made 
impenetrable. According to 
the HM, most of the trials 
related to fencing have now 
been completed, and in the 
coming days a new concept 
of ‘e-Border Security’ will be 
introduced. Shah shared that 
the BSF has the biggest role in 
► Cont. to Page-7 

New Delhi, Nov 22 (FN Bureau) 

Union Minister of State 
(Independent Charge) for 
Statistics and Programme 

I m p l e m e n t a t i o n 
(MoSPI) and Planning, 
Rao Inderjit Singh, 
briefed Vice-President 
C P Radhakrishnan 
on the functioning, 
key initiatives, and 
future plans of NITI 
Aayog, along with an 
overview of the vision 
and strategic roadmap 
for Viksit Bharat 2047. During the 
meeting at Parliament House, the 
Vice-President lauded NITI Aayog's 
proactive engagement with Central 
Ministries and State Governments 
in strengthening policy frameworks, 

programme design, and on-ground 
implementation across sectors.
He specifically commended the 
institution's flagship initiatives, 
including the Aspirational Districts 
Programme. The Vice-President was 

further briefed by 
Inderjit Singh, who 
is also the Minister 
of State for Culture, 
on the structure 
and functioning 
of the National 
Statistical System of 
MoSPI, including 
key aspects of 
data collection, 

compilation, and the release of 
vital national indicators such as 
GDP aggregates, the Consumer 
Price Index (CPI), and the Index 
of Industrial Production (IIP). 
Appreciating ► Cont. to Page-7 

New Delhi, Nov 22 (Reporter) 

Laying the foundation stone 
of the first 'Atal Canteen' 
at Sanjay Basti JJ cluster in 

North Delhi's Timarpur, Chief 
Minister Rekha Gupta said that 
this promise made in her party's 
manifesto is taking 
an important step 
towards fulfillment. 
According to the 
CM, it is Delhi 
g o v e r n m e n t ' s 
resolve that no 
citizen in Delhi 
should go to bed hungry, and 
with this aim, 100 canteens will 
be opened in Delhi where the 
needy will be provided with 
nutritious meals at Rs 5. "It is the 
Delhi Government’s firm resolve 

that no citizen should go to bed 
hungry," said CM. Gupta has said 
that on the birth anniversary of 
former Prime Minister Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee, December 25, Delhi 
government is working in mission 
mode with the goal of starting 100 
Atal Canteens.
CM said that every Atal Canteen 

will have a clean 
serving area, 
digital token 
system, real-
time CCTV 
monitoring, and 
drinking water 
facility so that 

every person can eat food with 
dignity, in a safe and an organized 
manner. Referring to the decades-
long neglect of the capital’s slum 
clusters, Gupta alleged that 
previous ► Cont. to Page-7 

Chennai, Nov 22 (Representative) 

Tamil Nadu and UK governments 
on Saturday jointly launched a 
Heat Resilience Centre, marking 

a major step in strengthening the state’s 
capacity to tackle rising extreme heat. A 
Letter of Intent (LoI) was signed 
between Tamil Nadu Green 
Climate Company and the UK 
government on Friday evening. 
The LoI was exchanged between 
Supriya Sahu, Additional Chief 
Secretary, Environment, Climate 
Change, and Forests Department, 
and Seema Malhotra MP, 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary 

of State, UK government, according 
to official sources. The initiative is 
supported through the UK’s flagship 
Climate Action for a Resilient Asia 
(CARA) programme and implemented 
in partnership with the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP) and 
the World Resources Institute (WRI). 

The programme will run until September 
2026. The Heat Resilience Centre will 
serve as Tamil Nadu’s nodal institution 
for coordinating heat-risk management 
across sectors. It will establish a 
scientific and institutional governance 
framework, build technical capacity 
across departments and generate climate 

data and policy-relevant tools. It 
wil also support city and district-
level heat action planning, and 
develop bankable projects for 
funding from development 
banks, philanthropies, and 
climate finance institutions. 
With this initiative, Tamil Nadu 
becomes one of India’s first states 
to create ► Cont. to Page-7 

Lucknow, Nov 22 (FN Bureau) 

Following the resounding 
victory of NDA in the Bihar 
assembly elections, buzz has 

once again intensified within the 
Uttar Pradesh Bharatiya Janata 
Party regarding a new state 
president and a possible ministry 
expansion of the Yogi Adityanath 
government. According to BJP 
sources told UNI here on Saturday 
that the central leadership is 

expected to announce the name of 
the state president soon, following 
the party's impressive success in 
the Bihar Assembly elections. 
Sources said that following the 
formation of the BJP-led NDA 
government in Bihar with a 
landslide majority, a phase of 
major organizational changes will 
now begin in Uttar Pradesh. The 
BJP high command is expected 
to appoint a new state president 
by December, along with the 
second expansion of the Yogi 2.0 

cabinet. Another senior BJP official 
says that the BJP has been awaiting 

a new state president in Uttar 
Pradesh for the past 11 months. 

The appointment has been 
stalled due to by-elections in 
Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh, 
and the recent Bihar elections. 
He explained that the central 
leadership had postponed the 
decision to make changes in 
Uttar Pradesh until after the 
Bihar election results. Now, 
the high command will make 
the necessary changes to the 
government and organization 

by December without further 
delay. Sources indicate that among 
the names being considered for the 
new state president, Deputy Chief 
Minister Keshav Prasad Maurya, 
Cabinet Minister and former state 
president Swatantradev Singh, 
and Dharampal Singh are being 
considered. Deputy Chief Minister 
Brajesh Pathak is also in the 
running as a Brahmin candidate. 
However, given the upcoming 
elections, the organization is more 
likely ► Cont. to Page-7 
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AFFIDAVIT
By Virtue of an affidavit sworn before the Executive 
magistrate -Cuttack Sadar, Dt- 21.11.2025, I Sunita 
Saha 36 years of Age, W/O- Pravhat Chandra 
Gupta, D/o- Omprakash Saha, Address- Plot 
No-119/A,  At- Jhola Sahi , PO- Buxi Bazar, PS- 
Purighat, Cuttack-753001-Odisha, declare that I 
have changed my Surname from Saha to  Gupta. 
Henceforth, I shall be known as Sunita Gupta 
Instead of Sunita Saha for all my future purposes.

Sunita Gupta
Deponent 

RSS launches massive house-to-house campaign in Ayodhya
Ayodhya, Nov 22 (Agency) The 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) 
has launched a massive house-to-house 
campaign in the Ayodhya district to 
commemorate its centenary year.This 
campaign, initiated after the darshan 
of Lord Ram, has been described by 
the RSS as the world's largest house-to-
house campaign. Its primary objective is 
to spread the Sangh's message to every 
section of society and strengthen public 

participation for social upliftment. 
According to District Karyavah Ved 
Prakash here on Saturday, this program 
is being conducted as part of the third 
phase of the centenary year. 
In the campaign, Sangh volunteers 
are reaching out in groups to various 
neighborhoods, villages, and towns 
across the district, establishing direct 
communication with the people. The 
target is to reach millions of households 

in the district, for which special teams 
have been formed in all blocks. Block 
Karyavah Akash in Milkipur explained 
that this campaign is not limited to 
distributing literature, but is an initiative 
to further strengthen the bonds of 
intimacy, trust, and communication 
with society. Volunteers are going door-
to-door, distributing images of Bharat 
Mata, literature related to the Sangh's 
ideology, history, and service work. 
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HP intensifies action against illicit 
liquor, 54,945 lts seized since April

Shimla, Nov 22 (Bureau) 
The Excise department has 

intensified its crackdown on 
illicit liquor across the state. 

Special teams are conducting 
raids and have registered 

523 cases so far during this 
financial year. The department 
has seized 21,637.166 liters of 
illicit liquor and 33,308.900 
liters of 'lahan' (raw material 

or wash used to produce illicit 
liquor) from various locations 

across the state. Last month 
alone, 309.340 liters of illicit 
liquor and 12 liters of 'lahan' 
were seized in the southern 
region of Shimla, 2,678.225 
liters of illicit liquor and 14 
liters of 'lahan' in the central 
region of Mandi and 529.150 
liters of liquor and 4,870 liters 

of 'lahan' in the northern 
region of Palampur. 

Additionally, 286.09 liters of 
illicit liquor were seized in 

police district Baddi, 2090.625 
liters in Kullu, 528.350 liters 
in Mandi and 286.045 liters 

in Una. The government 
has directed district officials 
to take legal action against 

those involved in this trade. 
In October, the department 

seized large quantities of illicit 
liquor and several operational 
distilleries in villages Milwan, 

Thakurdwara, Barota, Bela 
Ludacha and Ulehriyan in the 
Damtal area of Police District 
Nurpur which was destroyed 

on the spot after taking 
appropriate legal action. In 

accordance with the directives 
of Chief Minister Thakur 
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu, 
the excise department has 

formed special departmental 
teams at the district level 
to curb the smuggling of 

illicit liquor. Through these 
teams, an intensive campaign 

is being carried out in the 
state against illegal liquor 

activities. The department has 
constituted 35 special teams 

to stop illegal liquor activities 
out of which four teams 

each have been deployed in 
Kullu and Chamba districts, 
three each in Shimla, Solan, 

Bilaspur, Mandi and Una 
districts and Nurpur police 

district, two teams each 
in Kangra, Sirmaur and 

Hamirpur districts and BBN 
police district and one team 
in Kinnaur district. Excise 
Commissioner Yunus said 
the state government was 

keeping a close vigil on the 
illegal activities and taking 

strict action as per the rules so 
that the government revenue 
was not affected by the illegal 

liquor trade.

G20 Summit: PM Modi calls for new growth model, citing environmental and social costs

‘As long as men like this exist’: Ghai’s film salutes Rezang La’s bravest
Goa, Nov 22 (Representative) 

Nearly a decade after 
director Razneesh Ghai 
first heard the haunting 

tale of courage displayed by Indian 
soldiers at Rezang La, the story has 
finally found its voice on the big 
screen. "120 Bahadur", a visceral 
retelling of the iconic battle fought 
by 120 soldiers of the 13 Kumaon 
Regiment in the unforgiving 
terrain of Chushul, Ladakh, 
at an altitude of over 16,000 
feet, premiered at the ongoing 
International Film Festival of 
India (IFFI). The film carries with 
it years of inspiration, grit, and an 
unwavering tribute to valor. In an 
exclusive with UNI, Ghai revealed 
that ever since he first heard the 
story from his brother, Deputy 
Chief of Army Staff (Strategy) 
Lt Gen Rajiv Ghai, the former 
Director General of Military 
Operations, he felt compelled to 
bring it to life. “I started working 
on the film five years ago,” he said. 
Ghai described the film as layered 
with themes of camaraderie, 
courage, and the indomitable 
spirit of Indian soldiers. Reflecting 

on his childhood as the son of an 
Army officer, he recalled growing 
up during a period when India had 
lost the war to China. 
“When we were army kids, we 
used to worry about our fathers 
going to war. That fear stayed 
with me,” he said. Reflecting on 
his childhood as an Army officer’s 
son, he recalled 
growing up in a 
time when India 
had lost the war 
to China. “The 
reason I wanted 
to make this film 
is, when we were 
growing up as 
army kids, India 
had lost the war 
to China. And 
we used to be 
worried for our fathers,” he said. 
““We used to wonder, if they went 
to war again, what would happen 
to them? And that's when, I heard 
the story and I decided I want to 
make this film. I want Indians to 
see this film, our countrymen and 
women to see this film.They should 
know that as long as there are men 
like this, we shouldn't be afraid, we 
can sleep peacefully,” an emotional 

Ghai added. Speaking about his 
brother, the former Director 
General Military Operations who 
played an instrumental role during 
Operation Sindoor, Ghai said that 
the General helped him with a lot 
of input while making the film. 
“I'm making this film because of 
him. He's the one who told me 

this story about 
ten years ago and it 
stayed in my mind. 
It’s only about five 
years ago that I 
started working 
on this. I've been 
living with this 
for a long time. 
Thanks to him 
we're making this 
movie,” he said. 
When asked why 

the film does not explicitly credit 
the character based on then 
Brigade Commander Brigadier 
T.N. Raina, portrayed by Ajinkya 
Deo, Ghai said the team was 
unable to contact his next of kin to 
seek permission. 
“Without their consent, I didn’t 
want to go ahead with it. But 
everyone knows who the character 
represents,” he added. Before 

its global release, 120 Bahadur 
became embroiled in a legal 
dispute after the Sanyukt Ahir 
Regiment Morcha and families 
of Rezang La soldiers filed a PIL, 
claiming the film misrepresented 
the historic battle. On Wednesday, 
however, the Delhi High Court 
allowed the release to proceed, 
noting that last-minute changes 
to the title or content were not 
feasible. The court recorded that 
the film ends with a tribute naming 
all 120 soldiers and said any further 
corrections, if needed, could be 
incorporated in the OTT version. 
Speaking on the matter, Ghai said 
they have given due credit to the 
soldiers who laid down their lives 
in the battle. “I don’t know what 
the petitioners were complaining 
about. They should all come to the 
theatres and watch the film. Then 
they will see that they’ve been 
wasting their time and money on 
a legal battle,” he said. When asked 
if his next film would be another 
war movie, possibly based on 
Operation Sindoor, Ghai laughed 
and said he would be taking a 
break. “I’m going to take a break 
for now. Maybe a horror film will 
be next,” he added.

NCR State Governments/GNCTD 
to take decision on allowing public, 

municipal and private offices to 
work at 50 percent strength

New Delhi, Nov 22 (Agency) 
The following measures for the 
'Poor', 'Very Poor' and 'Severe' 
AQI categories, currently under 
GRAP Stage IV to be taken 
under GRAP Stage III, including 
the following.  1. NCR State 
Governments/GNCTD to take 
a decision on allowing public, 
municipal and private offices to 
work at 50 percent strength and 
the rest to work from home.  2. 
The Central Government may 
take an appropriate decision 
on permitting work from 
home for employees in central 
government offices.

IIMT Bhubaneswar Students Excel at DHRM-2025 
International Conference, NEHU Shillong

Bhubaneswar , Nov 22 
(Representative) 

The academic excellence 
and innovative spirit of 
the students of 

Interscience Institute 
of Management and 
Technology (IIMT), 
Bhubaneswar received 
distinguished recognition 
at the 2 Days International 
Conference on Disruptive 
Human Resource 
Management: Integrating 
Artificial Intelligence 
(DHRM-2025) held at 
North-Eastern Hill University 
(NEHU), Shillong during 20th- 
21st November, 2025. Two students 
Mr. Lambodar Jena (MCA) and 
Ms. Kiran Mohanty (MBA) 
presented a well-researched article 
titled “ZOHO Workplace Suite: 
Disruptive Human Resource 
Management.” Their paper 

highlighted the transformative 
role of the Zoho Workplace Suite, 
developed by the renowned Indian 
technology leader Sridhar Vembu, 
Co-founder and Chief Scientist of 
Zoho Corporation, in reshaping 

modern HR management 
practices. 
Their analytical insights and 
detailed presentation were highly 
appreciated by eminent academic 
personalities including Prof. B. P. 
Sahu, Dean, School of Education, 
NEHU; Dr. Wanda Mylliemngap, 
Head, DACE, NEHU; and other 

distinguished speakers and 
delegates of the international 
conference. The reviewers lauded 
the students for their clarity of 
thought, depth of analysis, and 
their ability to connect artificial 

intelligence with emerging 
HR disruptions. NEHU 
Shillong also extended 
special appreciation to 
Prof. (Dr.) Jayadev Kar, 
Director, IIMT, Prof. (Dr.) 
Srikanta Patnaik, Chairman, 
IIMT, and Prof. Bibhu 
Prasad Routray, Professor 
of Practice, Department 
of Civil Engineering, for 
nurturing young talent and 

providing them with opportunities 
to participate and excel in global 
academic forums. The recognition 
at DHRM-2025 stands as a proud 
moment for IIMT Bhubaneswar, 
reinforcing its commitment to 
promoting research, innovation, 
and emerging technology-driven 
learning among its students.

Annual music festival ‘Ragotsab-2025’ 
to be held in Bhubaneswar
Bhubaneswar, Nov 22 (FN Bureau) 

The annual music festival 
‘Ragotsab-2025’organized 
by the bhubaneswar Music 

Circle, aleading Organization 
Promoting indian 
Classical Music, 
will be held on 26, 
27 and 28th of this 
month at the local 
Rabindra Mandap. 
The program will 
begin at 6.30pm each 
day. The highlight of the program 
is the Tejinder Singh Lifetime 
Achievement Award which will 
be presented to the eminent artist 
of the odissi classical music, 
Padma shri Dr. shyamamani Devi 
on 26th. The program will feature 
two presentations each evening by 
artists from different cities of india. 

it is open to the public to enjoy the 
daily music program. 
Established in 1963, Bhubaneswar 
Music Circle has been promoting 
indian classical Music in 
Bhubaneswar  and its surrounding 
areas. At present, it has about 500 

lifetime members, 
Bhubaneswar Music 
Circle Organizes 
various events every 
month, including 
the three day annual 
music festival 
ragotsav, usually held 

in the month of November. it 
presents indian classical music 
Programs of Hindustani, Karnatic,  
and Odissi geners. in a Press 
Conference, General Secretary 
Khirod Patanaik, Vice President 
Rajendra Singh, Treasure  GP 
Panigrahi expressed their views 
about the event.

New Delhi, Nov 22 (Bureau) 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
has called for a fundamental re-
evaluation of the global economic 

growth model, saying existing parameters 
have failed vast populations and damaged the planet. 
Addressing the 1st session of the G20 Leaders' Summit 
in Johannesburg titled 'Inclusive and Sustainable 
Economic Growth – Leaving No One Behind', PM 
Modi highlighted the disproportionate impact of 
current development models on the developing world, 
particularly Africa. "The growth we've seen so far has 
left a large population resource-deprived and led to 
nature's over-exploitation. Africa has suffered the 
most," PM Modi stated. He proposed adopting India's 
civilizational value of Integral Humanism, which views 

humans, society, and nature as an integrated whole. 
The Prime Minister suggested establishing a Global 
Traditional Knowledge Repository to preserve 
traditional and eco-balanced lifestyles. He also 
proposed the G20-Africa Skills Multiplier initiative 

to train one million certified trainers in Africa over 
the next decade. He stressed the need for collective 
responsibility in tackling global security and health 
crises, proposing a G20 Global Healthcare Response 
team. He also highlighted the threat of global drug 
trafficking, proposing a G20 Initiative on Countering 
the Drug-Terror Nexus to disrupt illicit funds and 
dismantle criminal organizations. PM Modi reaffirmed 
India's solidarity with Africa, emphasizing the 
importance of amplifying the Global South's voice in 
multilateral institutions. "We must work together to 
make the voices of the Global South louder in all global 
institutions," he said.
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New Low Pressure Area forms over...
and Karaikal area, tomorrow. The next day, heavy rain is likely to 
occur at isolated places over Kanyakumari, Tirunelveli, Tenkasi, 
Thoothukudi, Ramanathapuram, Virudhunagar, Pudukkottai, 
Thanjavur, Tiruvarur, Nagapattinam, Mayiladuthurai districts 
and Karaikal area, while heavy rain is likely to occur at isolated 
places over Kanyakumari, Tirunelveli, Thoothukudi and 
Ramanathapuram districts on November 25. On November 26, 
27 and 28, light to moderate rain is likely to occur at isolated 
places over Tamil Nadu and over Puducherry and Karaikal area. 
Thunderstorm and lightning is also likely to occur at one or 
two places over Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Karaikal area till 
November 25. Squally weather with wind speed reaching 35 kmph 
to 45 kmph and gusting up to 55 kmph is likely to prevail along 
and off South Tamil Nadu coast, over Gulf of Mannar and Comorin 
area till November 24. On November 25 and 26, squally weather 
with wind speed reaching 40 kmph to 50 kmph and gusting up 
to 60 kmph is likely to prevail along and off Tamil Nadu coast, 
over Gulf of Mannar and Comorin area. Fishermen are advised 
not to venture into the above sea areas during the above mentioned 
period and fishermen out at deep sea are advised to return to 
coast before November 24. The forecast for Chennai city and 
its neighbourhood is the sky conditions would be partly cloudy 
with one or two spells of light to moderate rain accompanied 
by thunderstorm and lightning. Meanwhile, several southern 
district continued to receive heavy rain with Oothu in Tirunelveli 
district recording a maximum of 12 cm of rainfall during the 
last 24 hrs ending at 0830 hrs this morning. It was followedby 
Nalumukku (Tirunelveli) 11, Kakkachi and Manjolai (Tirunelveli) 
9 each, Mylaudy (Kanyakumari) 7 and Chittar-I (Kanyakumari), 
Sivaganga and Kanniyakumari 6 each.

New UP BJP president soon, Yogi...
to focus on OBCs. Therefore, the party may consider Swatantradev 
Singh or Keshav Maurya. In the recently concluded Bihar 
elections, the BJP high command first appointed Keshav Prasad 
Maurya as co-in-charge and then as a central observer. This move 
by the BJP has sparked speculation in Uttar Pradesh political 
circles that Maurya could be given a major responsibility in the 
state. Besides the state president, speculation is also rife about 
a ministry expansion in Uttar Pradesh. According to sources, 
the organization first wants to appoint a new state president, for 
which the organizational election process will be finalized. This 
will be followed by cabinet expansion. BJP sources believe that 
the cabinet expansion of the BJP government is scheduled before 
next year's Panchayat elections and the subsequent assembly 
elections in 2027. Currently, six more ministers can be appointed 
in Uttar Pradesh as per the rules. The central leadership is busy 
preparing to balance the forward, backward, and Dalit castes. 
Cabinet minister positions are vacant due to former Panchayati 
Raj Minister Bhupendra Chaudhary becoming the state president 
and former PWD Minister Jitin Prasada becoming a minister in the 
central government. Currently, there are 54 ministers, including 
the Chief Minister and two Deputy Chief Ministers, while the 
maximum number of ministers can be appointed is 60. This means 
that six ministry positions are vacant. Speculation is rife that the 
cabinet expansion will take place after the announcement of the 
new state president. A senior political analyst says, "The BJP's 
landslide victory in the Bihar elections will have repercussions in 
Uttar Pradesh as well. The way the high command is prioritizing 
Keshav Prasad Maurya suggests he has an edge over other rivals. 
With an upper-caste CM, the party will likely bet on an OBC 
candidate. As for Brajesh Pathak's candidacy, there's considerable 
doubt about his name."

TN, UK govt sign LoI, jointly launch...
a dedicated institutional mechanism to address extreme heat. 
Speaking at the launch, UK Minister for the Indo-Pacific Seema 
Malhotra said, “Extreme heat is one of the most urgent climate 
challenges we face. Without targeted action, the impacts of heat 
stress will continue to grow, affecting the lives and livelihoods 
of millions of people across the region." She noted that Tamil 
Nadu has already demonstrated visionary leadership as the first 
Indian state to establish a Green Climate Fund and recognise 
heatwaves as a state-specific disaster. "Today’s launch marks an 
important milestone,” said Malhotra. Reiterating the urgency of 
addressing extreme heat, Supriya Sahu said, “Tamil Nadu is taking 
a science-first approach to identify heat-risk zones in every city, 
so that planners, health systems, and local bodies know exactly 
wherevulnerabilities lie." Officials said with high-resolution 
satellite data and ground sensors, we should be able to map heat 
the way we map floods or air pollution. This will enable us to 
redesign neighbourhoods, strengthen ventilation corridors, and 
create pockets of thermal safety. The launch was also attended 
by Dr Pisupathi Balakrishna, UNEP India Head, who said, 
"Tamil Nadu's leadership role in dealing with climate change, 

Delhi CM lays foundation stone of...
governments had failed to address their basic needs, and in 
contrast, her government has, for the first time, made a special 
provision of Rs 700 crore for the development of the slum areas. 
She claimed that roads, drains, toilets, parks, community health 
centres and community facilities in these settlements are being 
rapidly upgraded. The CM made it clear that the government is 
not here to demolish slums, but committed to ensuring dignity 
and access to essential amenities for every family living in such 
areas. She added that, in line with the central government’s vision, 
the Delhi government is working to provide every poor family 
with a house with toilet, kitchen, bathroom and gas connection. 
Speaking on the occasion, Delhi's Urban Development Minister 
Ashish Sood said that the foundation stone of the Atal Canteen is 
dedicated to the principle of 'Antyodaya,' which is uplifting the last 
person in society, which had been propounded by Bharatiya Jana 
Sangh founder Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay. Sood further said that 
the objective is to ensure that the benefits of development reach 
the most deprived sections, emphasizing that that Atal Canteen 
initiative is an important step towards advancing Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s vision of an ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ and ‘Viksit 
Delhi.’ He further stated that, in honour of former PM Vajpayee's 
100th birth anniversary, 100 Atal Canteens will be operationalised 
with a budgetary allocation of Rs 100 crore. He added that the 
labourers, mothers, sisters and senior citizens who built this 
city with their hard work deserve a dignified life, and it is the 
government’s responsibility to ensure this. According to Sood, the 
scheme will employ women from self-help groups, local women 
and gig workers, while also ensuring clean and nutritious food 
for delivery personnel. He recalled PM Modi's message that the 
country must move from “food security to nutritional security”.

Union Minister Rao Inderjit Singh...
MoSPI's commitment to maintaining robust standards and best 
practices in official statistics, the Vice-President emphasized the 
vital role of high-quality, credible, and timely data as the foundation 
for effective policy formulation, administrative efficiency, and the 
nation's overall development. He reiterated the significance of 
strategic planning and data-driven decision-making in realizing 
the national aspiration of achieving a Viksit Bharat by 2047.

HM urges citizens to cooperate with...
implementing this concept on the ground, and the initial initiative 
has also been taken by the force. Every possible effort will be made 
to fully roll it out on the ground within the next one year, Shah said, 
expressing confidence that within the next five years, the entire land 
border of the country will be securely covered under this e-security 
shield. Shah also informed that in a historic step towards making 
India’s maritime borders impregnable, the country’s first National 
Academy for Coastal Policing (NACP) has been established at Okha 
in Gujarat, and its responsibility for operations and management is 
with the BSF. He added that in the times to come, this academy will 
provide world-class training to our Marine Police Force and further 
strengthen the nation’s coastal security apparatus.

UNI Analysis G20 Without the US:...
engagement. Unsettled diplomats say the US absence or rather 
the presence of middle and junior US diplomats based in South 

New deep-sea ‘Octopus Squid’...
Dr. Sajikumar K. K. “We have been studying cephalopods in the 
Arabian Sea for more than a decade, and this ‘octopus squid’ 
was something we had never encountered,” said Dr. Sasikumar. 
Until now, Taningia danae, found in Atlantic waters, was the only 
recognized species in this genus. “DNA barcoding showed more than 
11 percent genetic divergence from the Atlantic species, confirming 
it as a distinct species,” she added. Explaining the unusual traits 
of the genus, Dr. Sajikumar noted: “Though called the ‘octopus 
squid’, it is actually a squid with only eight arms and no tentacles. 
Members of this family can grow very large, with the Atlantic 
species reaching up to 2.3 metres in length and weighing around 
61.4 kg.” The new species has been named in honour of eminent 
marine biologist Dr. E. G. Silas, former CMFRI Director and former 
Vice Chancellor of Kerala Agricultural University, and a pioneer of 
cephalopod research in India. Research scholars Dr. Shijin Ameri 
and Toji Thomas also contributed to the finding. Nearly 400 squid 
species have been documented worldwide, inhabiting environments 
ranging from shallow coasts to deep-sea trenches.

Stalin writes to PM on rejection of...
proposals for Metro Rail systems in Coimbatore and Madurai and 
urge him to instruct the MoHUA to reconsider the decision. He 
said Tamil Nadu, being the most urbanised State in the country 
with a high per-capita private vehicle ownership, needs high-
capacity public transport alternatives in all its large growth engine 
cities. "Towards this, we had prepared the DPRs for Coimbatore 
and Madurai Metro Rails and forwarded the same to MoHUA for 
approval", he said. "Considering the high priority accorded to these 
two projects, we were continuously following up with the relevant 
Ministry", the Chief Minister said recalled his earlier meeting with 
Mr Modi on May 24 and July 26 and submitted a memorandum 
on our priority requests. Mr Stalin said "in this backdrop, the 
rejection of this request has taken us by complete surprise and has 
created deep resentment amongst the people of the two cities that 
their deserving needs have been rejected, as compared to similar 
projects sanctioned in other States." Observing that the purported 
reasons quoted in the communication from MoHUA are not 
appropriate, he said the criterion of 2 million population, as in the 
Metro Rail Policy 2017, has been quoted as one of the main reasons 
for rejection. Highlighting that the population of Coimbatore LPA 
area had exceeded two million way back in 2011 itself and in the 
case of Madurai too, the expected population is likely to exceed 
it now, Mr Stalin said it was pertinent to point out at this juncture 
that if this two million criteria had been applied uniformly, many 
Metros in Tier-II cities like Agra, Indore and Patna might not 
have materialised. "The selective application of this criterion to 
our proposal has created an impression of discrimination against 
our cities and union Government needs to dispel it by treating 
our cities on par with the cities mentioned above", he added. The 
Chief Miniser said in addition, the adequacy of ridership for the 

BlueBird 6, heaviest satellite for LEO...
smartphones for commercial and government users. "Our 
next-generation satellites will soon enable ubiquitous cellular 
broadband coverage direct to everyday smartphones from space," 
Abel Avellan, Founder, Chairman and CEO of AST SpaceMobile 
said. "As an American company, we are proud to demonstrate US 
leadership in space innovation while pioneering the next era of 
global connectivity,” Avellan said. The company is accelerating 
production, with hardware equivalent to 40 satellites expected to 
be completed by early 2026. It anticipates five orbital launches by 
the end of Q1 2026, with launches spaced one to two months apart, 
aiming for 45–60 satellites in orbit by the end of 2026 to enable 
continuous coverage across the US and select markets. AST 
SpaceMobile’s rapid expansion is supported by nearly 500,000 sq 
ft of manufacturing and operations facilities worldwide—about 
400,000 sqft of which are in the U.S.—and a global workforce 
of nearly 1,800 employees, most based in the United States. The 
BlueBird 6 launch contract was arranged through NewSpace India 
Ltd, the commercial arm of India’s Department of Space. AST 
SpaceMobile will become the second satellite broadband customer 
to fly on LVM3, after Eutelsat OneWeb, which had launched 72 
satellites using two LVM3 missions in 2022 and 2023. India’s 
LVM3 is a three-stage heavy-lift vehicle weighing about 642 tons 
and standing 43.5 meters tall. It can carry approximately 4 tons to 
Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (GTO) and 10 tons to LEO, with 
ISRO actively working to raise its GTO capacity to 5 tons.

Coal India inks MoU with Hyderabad...
suffering from thalassemia and aplastic anemia, has emerged as 
a life-transforming initiative for hundreds of families across the 
country. With this MoU, the Hyderabad-based hospital would be 
the 18th hospital to support treatment, Reddy said. Coal India has 
already signed MoUs with 17 hospital across the country to support 
free bone marrow transplants for the children suffering from 
thalassemia, he said. Describing it as a beacon of hope for countless 
families across the nation, he commended Coal India Limited 
for not only fulfilling its corporate social responsibility with 
dedication but also for demonstrating a compassionate approach 
towards addressing a critical public health challenge. So far, over 
800 children have received life-saving transplants under TBSY 
and most of these children are now leading healthy and normal 
lives, he said. The scheme has also relieved families of substantial 
medical expenses, he said stated that an online portal developed by 
CIL ensures real-time application and monitoring, while awareness 
campaigns, including pamphlets, posters, and short films, have 
extended the reach of the scheme to rural areas. He highlighted the 
scheme’s growth and scalability, which began with four hospitals 
and now includes 18 empanelled premier healthcare institutions. 
Reddy urged all the stakeholders, including healthcare institutions, 
policymakers, and civil society, to adopt a patient-centric approach 
in the ongoing fight against thalassemia. Emphasizing that 
prevention is as vital as cure, he called for increased awareness, 
early screening, and genetic counseling to reduce the incidence of 
thalassemia in future generations. He reiterated the government’s 
commitment to making India thalassemia-free, and expressed 
confidence that with collaborative efforts, this goal will be achieved.

including on extreme heat, is laudable. Under the leadership of 
the Department of Environment, Climate Change and Forests, the 
UNEP is pleased to collaborate with the department on climate 
adaptation and mitigation, as well as a number of issues related 
to environmental management.” Tamil Nadu recently joined the 
global Beat the Heat Implementation Drive, launched at COP30 
in Belém, Brazil, by the Brazil COP30 Presidency and the UNEP-
led Cool Coalition. The campaign aims to accelerate sustainable 
cooling and heat-resilience solutions in cities worldwide. More 
than 185 cities and 83 partner organisations have joined, alongside 
72 Global Cooling Pledge signatories. By joining Beat the Heat, 
cities gain access to global resources and technical assistance to 
plan for extreme heat, expand passive cooling and nature-based 
solutions, accelerate adoption of energy-efficient, climate-friendly 
cooling, and integrate cooling resilience into urban development 
plans. Under the UNEP Be Cool Project, funded by the Swiss 
Agency for Development and Cooperation, Tamil Nadu is 
implementing the Green Schools Initiative across 197 government 
schools, targeting heat resilience through passive cooling and 
nature-based solutions. The state is also set to become the first in 
India to mandate minimum passive cooling standards in all new 
buildings. District cooling is being embedded into city- and state-
level plans, promoting energy-efficient, climate-resilient cooling 
infrastructures. Tamil Nadu’s pioneering work on extreme heat 
and sustainable cooling, covering schools, affordable housing, 
and urban areas, has been highlighted in the newly released UNEP 
Global Cooling Watch 2025 report at COP30.

project in Coimbatore city has been arrived at by comparing with 
the ridership of Chennai. This is not appropriate since ridership 
depends upon multiple factors. Pointing out that both these cities 
have commuting patterns different from Chennai, Mr Stalin said 
the Comprehensive Mobility Plan (CMP) for Coimbatore prepared 
by RITES after detailed traffic studies had clearly projected the 
need for MRTS in the proposed sectors. For Madurai also, the 
CMP of 2011 had proposed BRT but since most of the route length 
would have to be elevated, it had clearly mentioned that the rail-
based system can also be considered, he said. Further, the DPR 
studies have made subsequent independent assessments of traffic 
projections, which justified the need for Metro Rail corridors, the 
Chief Minister said, adding, these factors have not been adequately 
taken into consideration. He said with reference to the availability 
of right of way, it is well known that Metro Rail projects have 
necessitated acquisition of private lands in most cities in India. 
"We are fully conscious of the need for balancing social costs due 
to land acquisition with the long term socio-economic benefits 
from Metro Rail projects. We have been offering compensation 
which meets the expectations of the land owners in our current 
project and we will ensure that the availability of land will not be 
a hindrance for the proposed projects at Coimbatore and Madurai 
cities", the Chief Minister assured. "In this scenario, I have 
advised the Department of Special Initiatives to submit detailed 
justifications on the issues raised by MoHUA. I urge you to 
instruct MoHUA to review the decision of returning the proposals 
in light of the above points", Mr Stalin said, dding, "If necessary, 
I am ready to meet you at New Delhi with my team to explain the 
issues in detail." "Since these two projects involve the aspirations 
of the industrial and cultural hubs of Tamil Nadu, I look forward to 
your personal intervention in this issue", he added. 

Africa, will create a major hurdle in crafting a joint communique. 
Organisers have already scaled back the ambition of the final 
outcome, aware that Washington will not be present to underwrite 
major initiatives. For South Africa, hosting Africa’s first G20 
summit, the snub has immediate reputational and financial 
implications. Pretoria risks losing momentum at a moment when 
it seeks to project its leadership of Africa and the wider Global 
South. The vacuum created can easily be turned into an opening 
for China, the world’s second largest economy and for Russia 
which would like to perceived as the world power it was during 
the Soviet era. Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s full-throated 
participation, in sharp contrast to Washington’s disengagement, 
could also elevate New Delhi’s standing as one of the few major 
powers consistently invested in the G20’s future. “Probably it’s 
a good time for other powers ranging from China to Europe to 
even us, to try take decisions which will help the global economies 
and to the global south,” said former Secretary in the Ministry of 
External Affairs Pinak Ranjan Chakravarty. However, it’s to be 
seen how the G20 will navigate through the thorny topics of climate 
change mitigation, reworking critical mineral supply chains so 
that one single country is unable to dominate commerce in the 
raw materials needed to shape a greener earth or for that matter in 
the global desire to police and control the new frontier of artificial 
intelligence. In some ways, diplomats say issues at the heart of the 
Global South, debt restructuring, equitable climate finance, digital 
public goods, and early steps toward AI governance, now face 
fewer obstacles without a dominant US voice steering priorities 
elsewhere. However, without US acceptance of decisions taken 
at Johannesburg, it is to be seen whether those very decisions 
can or will be implemented or for that matter accepted by the 
larger comity of nations. Diplomats tracking the summit say the 
shift could accelerate a broader tilt toward a more multipolar 
order, or worse, toward fragmented parallel institutions such as 
BRICS, which India, China, Russia and South Africa have long 
championed but which have yet to take the heft of structured and 
accepted institutions such as the G7 or G20.

Trade momentum remains firm despite rupee volatility and tariffs: ReportBirlaNu announces new fibre cement plant in AP

Afghan commerce minister calls for bolstering trade and sectoral cooperation with India

Vijayawada, Nov 22 (Agency) 

BirlaNu, a part of the multi-
billion-dollar CKA Birla 
Group and a leading brand 

in roofs, walls, pipes, construction 
chemicals, putty and flooring 
solutions on Saturday announced 
the establishment of a new Fibre 
Cement Board Plant in the Nellore 
district of Andhra Pradesh. The 
greenfield project is a key milestone 
in BirlaNu’s long-term expansion 
strategy and reflects the company’s 
confidence in Andhra Pradesh’s 
strong industrial 
ecosystem and 
infrastructure-led 
growth outlook. 
Designed as a state-
of-the-art facility 
built on advanced 
m a nu f a c t u r i n g 
technologies and sustainable 
production practices, the unit will 
play a pivotal role in accelerating 
regional economic development. 
Akshat Seth, Managing Director 
and CEO, BirlaNu, said: “Our new 
Fibre Cement Board Plant in Nellore 
marks an important milestone 
in BirlaNu’s expansion journey. 
Andhra Pradesh offers a compelling 
environment for industrial growth, 
supported by robust infrastructure 
and a progressive development 
approach. This facility will enhance 
our manufacturing footprint; 
address rising domestic and global 

demand for high-quality building 
materials and create meaningful 
employment opportunities. It 
underscores our commitment to 
responsible, innovation-driven 
growth.” In Phase 1, BirlaNu will 
invest approximately Rs 127 crore 
to set up a large-scale Fibre Cement 
Board unit, the first of its kind in 
Andhra Pradesh, creating nearly 
600 direct and indirect employment 
opportunities for skilled and semi-
skilled talent in the region. 
The plant will meet increasing 
demand within the state and serve 
as a strategic base for regional and 

export markets. 
The facility will 
i n c o r p o r a t e 
fly ash, a by-
product from 
c o a l - b a s e d 
thermal power 
plants, as a key 

raw material reducing industrial 
waste, lowering landfill needs, 
and advancing circular-economy 
practices. The project is also 
expected to spur the growth of 
ancillary and support industries, 
further strengthening the 
industrial ecosystem in Nellore and 
its surrounding districts. In Phase 
2, BirlaNu plans to expand the 
site with additional units for PVC 
Pipes & Fittings and Construction 
Chemicals, deepening 
the company’s integrated 
manufacturing capabilities in 
Andhra Pradesh.

New Delhi, Nov 22 
(Representative) 

India’s total merchandise 
exports during FY26, Apr-
Sep 25 inched up 2.9pc to 

USD 220 billion (USD 214 
billion in H1 FY25), said a State 
Bank of India (SBI) report on 
Saturday. The State Bank of 
India, a premier multinational 
private sector bank, said that 
cumulative exports to the 
USA also registered a growth 
of 13pc to USD 45 billion in 
FY26 Apr-September from 
USD 40 billion in FY 25 from 
April-September, though there 
could be more frontloading 
effects to the aftermath, with 

September figures registering 
negative YoY growth of 12pc. 
“Furthermore, if we look at the 
share of USA in our exports, it 
has been declining since July 
2025, moving down to 15pc 
in Sep 25, with marine 
products (15pc in Sep 
25 from 20pc in FY25), 
precious, semi-precious 
stones, RMG cotton and 
cotton fabrics and made 
up articles exports leading 
the pack even though 
Marine products and RMG 
cotton witnessed positive 
growth during April-Sept 25,” 
the report said. Also, the share 
of India’s merchandise exports 
to other countries during 
this period has increased 

significantly, indicating the 
diversification of our export 
basket, including the UAE, 
China, Vietnam, Japan and 
Hong Kong. Bangladesh, Sri 
Lanka and Nigeria are among 

the top destinations (over 
FY2025) across different 
product categories. 
SBI noted that the buoyancy 
in trade talks reaffirms 
India’s desire to come out of 
the highest (among Asian 

Peers) tariff structure while 
enhancing capability building 
across several loops with 
recently concluded LPG deals 
and strategic defence deals 
last month. Pointing towards 

the sectoral impacts of 
US-imposed tariffs, the 
report said it has impacted 
India’s labour-intensive 
sectors such as textiles, 
jewellery and seafood. 
To support these sectors, 
the Government has 

approved Rs 45, 060 crore 
which included Rs 20,000 
crore in credit guarantees 
on bank loans. The policy 
incentives aim to enhance 
the global competitiveness 
of Indian exporters and 

support diversification into 
new and emerging markets. 
So, by enabling collateral-free 
credit access under the Credit 
Guarantee Fund Trust for 
Micro and Small Enterprises 
(CGTMSE), govt. focused on 
strengthening liquidity and 
improving business operations 
since the tariffs have led to 
a steep drop in container 
volume of shipments to the 
United States. On the Balance 
of Payments (BoP) basis, 
India’s current account deficit 
placed at 0.2pc of GDP in 
Q1 FY26, as against 0.1pc in 
Q1FY25. This improvement 
was mainly due to robust 
services exports and a strong 
flow of remittances.

New Delhi, Nov 22 (FN Bureau) 

Afghan Commerce Minister 
Alhaj Noorudin Azizi on Friday 
extended an open invitation 

to Indian businesses to participate in 
sectors such as mining, agriculture, 
healthcare, pharmaceuticals, IT, energy 
and textiles. Azizi also expressed 
his heartfelt appreciation for India’s 
longstanding support of Afghanistan, 
especially in challenging times. He 

also announced several new initiatives, 
including a 1 per cent tariff on raw 
materials and machinery, free land 
allocations, a reliable power supply, 
and five-year tax exemptions for 
new industries, particularly those 
established by Afghan refugees. While 
addressing a joint session at PHDCCI 
here, the commerce minister also urged 
greater engagement from the Afghan 
Sikh and Hindu communities. He 
reaffirmed Afghanistan’s commitment 
to ensuring a peaceful, inclusive, and 

business-friendly environment for all 
partners. Also, M. Anand Prakash, 
Joint Secretary (PAI) of the Ministry 
of External Affairs, highlighted recent 
developments that will boost trade, 
including the activation of air freight 
corridors between Kabul and major 
Indian cities, which are poised to begin 
cargo operations soon. 
He also underscored the deep 
civilisational ties between the two 
nations and announced the reactivation 
of the Joint Working Group on 

Trade, Commerce, and Investment. 
Representing the business community, 
Vardaan Aggarwal, vice president of 
Dynasty Oil, acknowledged the strong 
momentum in bilateral trade, which 
touched approximately USD 1 billion in 
2024-25, with India importing USD 689 
million from Afghanistan and exporting 
USD 318 million. He emphasised the 
shared ambition to scale trade to USD 
2 billion by 2030, driven by enhanced 
B2B engagements, joint ventures and 
improved connectivity. 
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