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Urban development landscape audits be aimed 
to enable govt provide quality services: CAG

India to host 28th Commonwealth Speakers’ Conference; PM 
Modi to inaugurate, focus on AI and Social Media in Parliaments

Ignite the self, serve the nation: CJI Surya 
Kant recalls Vivekananda’s message

US Tariffs against India can fast-track 
Swadeshi, Atmnirbhar Bharat campaigns

■	ED attaches properties worth Rs. 2.66 cr 
in Chhattisgarh coal levy scam

New Delhi, Jan 12 (Agency) The Enforcement Directorate 
(ED), Raipur Zonal Office, stated on Monday that it has 
attached eight immovable properties, comprising land 
parcels and residential flats valued at Rs. 2.66 crore, 
belonging to Saumya Chaurasia and Nikhil Chandrakar. 
These properties, held in the names of their relatives, were 
acquired using the Proceeds of Crime generated from 
scheduled offences, including the illegal collection of a 
coal levy and other extortion activities. The ED initiated 
its PMLA investigation based on an FIR registered by 
the Bengaluru Police, the ACB Raipur, and a chargesheet 
filed by the Income Tax Department concerning the illegal 
collection of a coal levy in Chhattisgarh. The investigation 
revealed that a group of private individuals, in active 
connivance with senior state ► Cont. to Page-7 

■	As Donroe doctrine hastens multi-polar world, India, China 
will stabilise relations: George Yeo, ex- Singapore FM

New Delhi, Jan 12 (Agency) As US President Donald 
Trump’s new ‘Donroe doctrine’ hastens the carving up 
of the global order into a multi-polar world, India and 
China will work towards stabilising their relations, feels 
Singapore’s former foreign minister and prominent 
strategic thinker George Yong-Boon Yeo.George Yeo, in 
an exclusive interview to UNI, stressed that in the world 
order which is being re-shaped, India, China and Russia 
will be “countervailing forces ” and that Europe will “have 
to take care of itself” as America retreats to taking charge 
of its near hemisphere.He pointed out that at one time 
India’s leadership had thought the US would be the Asian 
giant’s “principal ally” against China. However, “after the 
Pahalgam (terror attack in Kashmir), instead of supporting 
India, US President ► Cont. to Page-7 

■	US Ambassador-Designate to India Sergio Gor 
pledges to "elevate bilateral partnership to next level"

New Delhi, Jan 12 (Agency) US Ambassador-Designate to 
India, Sergio Gor, is set to "elevate the bilateral partnership to 
the next level," highlighting the deep and enduring "friendship" 
between the United States and India.Speaking ahead of 
presenting his credentials to President Droupadi Murmu, Gor, in 
his arrival speech, emphasised that "Trump's relationship with 
PM Modi is real" and underscored the two nations’ commitment 
to cooperation on "trade, security, counterterrorism, climate 
change, and technology."Gor outlined his vision for the future, 
stating his "mission is to take the partnership between the two 
nations to the next level." He reiterated, "Trump's relationship 
with PM Modi is real."On key areas of collaboration, Gor said, 
"Both sides continue to engage on trade. We'll continue to work 
on important areas like security, counterterrorism, climate 
change, and technology." ► Cont. to Page-7 

■	Jairam Ramesh flags fiscal federalism 
concerns ahead of union Budget

New Delhi, Jan 12 (Agency) Senior Congress leader and 
MP Jairam Ramesh on Monday raised sharp questions over 
the economic direction of the central government ahead of 
the presentation of the union Budget 2026–27, warning that 
it must move beyond what he called “statistical illusions” 
and squarely address deep structural challenges facing the 
economy.Reacting to the announcement of the schedule 
for the next session of Parliament, Ramesh noted that the 
Budget will be presented in less than three weeks and will 
be shaped by the recommendations of the 16th Finance 
Commission, which submitted its report on November 
17, 2025.The recommendations cover the five-year period 
from 2026–27 to 2031–32 and deal with the sharing of tax 
revenues between the Centre and the States, as well as their 
distribution among States. ► Cont. to Page-7 

■	Rajiv Ranjan Singh to visit Israel for 
Global Blue Food Security Summit

New Delhi, January 12 (Agency) Minister of Fisheries, 
Animal Husbandry and Dairying Rajiv Ranjan Singhwill 
undertake an official visit to Israel from January 13 to 15 
at the invitation of Israel’s Minister of Agriculture and 
Food Security, Avi Dichter, to participate in the Second 
Global Summit on 'Blue Food Security: Sea the Future'.In a 
statement issued here, the ministry said the visit underscores 
the growing strategic and economic engagement between 
India and Israel and reflects the shared commitment of 
both countries to deepen bilateral cooperation in the field 
of fisheries and aquaculture.The minister will participate in 
the summit, which will be held in Eilat, Israel.He is also 
expected to hold separate bilateral meetings with his Israeli 
counterpart, Minister Avi Dichter, as well as with ministers 
from other countries attending the ► Cont. to Page-7 

CBI to question Actor-
Politician Vijay in Karur 
stampede case in Delhi

New Delhi, January 12 (Bureau) 

The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) will 
question Tamil film star and politician Vijay in 
connection with the Karur stampede case on 

Monday. The actor, who leads the Tamil Nadu party 
TVK (Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam), is expected to reach 
CBI headquarters by around 11:30 AM, for questioning.
The stampede occurred during a TVK election rally on 
September 27, killing 41 people and injuring hundreds. 
The stampede was dubbed as the one of the worst crowd 
disasters in the state’s political history.Tamil Nadu Police 
claimed that Vijay's delayed arrival at the event was the 
cause of the stampede, claiming that the prolonged 
delay led to an uncontrollably large crowd. Inadequate 
arrangements such as the lack of enough food, drinking 
water, and sanitary facilities, were also cited by the 
police as reasons behind the chaos and subsequent 
stampede.Vijay vehemently denied these accusations, 
calling them politically motivated and accusing the 
ruling DMK of planning a smear campaign, a charge 
the ruling party had refuted.The TVK, also accused the 
police of making grave mistakes in crowd management 
at the entry points, leading to stampede and loss of 
lives.Earlier, BJP national president JP Nadda had sent 
an 8-member NDA delegation, with Hema Malini MP 
as convener, and ► Cont. to Page-7

Delhi shivers under severe cold, fog disrupts flights as AQI remains 'poor'
New Delhi, January 12 (Reporter) 

The overall air quality of the 
national capital remained in 
the “poor” category with Air 

Quality Index (aqi) standing at 298, 
on Monday morning, as compared 
to 291 recorded on Sunday. 
The AQI dipped to “very poor” 
category in certain parts of the city 
with Pusa recording the highest 
AQI at 343.Large parts of the city 
shivered through Sunday night as 
cold wave conditions tightened 
their grip, pushing minimum 

temperatures dangerously close to 
the three-degree mark. According 
to India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) Ayanagar 
emerged as the coldest spot 
in the national capital region, 
with the mercury dipping 
to 2.9 degrees Celsius.Palam 
saw the temperature fall to 
3.0 degrees Celsius, one of 
its coldest readings in recent 
years. Weather officials 
indicated that the chill is 
likely to linger through the day.
Safdarjung registered a low of 4.8 
degrees Celsius on Sunday night, 

but weatherman expect it to slide 
further to nearly 3 degrees Celsius 

tonight.Meanwhile, the Ridge 
observatory recorded a minimum 
of 3.7 degrees Celsius, with 

daytime temperatures peaking at 
18.8 degrees Celsius.

Dense to shallow fog 
enveloped several parts of 
the city, leading to reduced 
visibility and disruptions 
across key transport 
corridors. The weather office 
warned that foggy conditions 
could affect airports, 
highways and railway 
routes within the affected 
meteorological subdivisions, 

resulting in difficult driving 
conditions, slower travel times and 
an increased risk of road accidents. 

The IMD also cautioned that very 
dense fog could lead to tripping 
of power lines in some areas. In 
addition, the prevailing conditions 
may aggravate respiratory ailments 
such as asthma and bronchitis and 
cause eye irritation, prompting the 
department to issue a set of safety 
and health advisories for the public.
Meanwhile, the poor visibility 
conditions also impacted the flight 
operations in several parts of the 
country. As per the reports, IndiGo 
has cancelled more than 90 flights 
scheduled for Monday.  In an 
► Cont. to Page-7 

New Delhi, Jan 12 (Representative) 

The threat of imposing a 500 
per cent Tariff on India by 
the US, aimed at paralysing 

the growing Indian economy, can 
spur the Swadeshi and Atmnirbhar 
(self reliant) Bharat campaigns 
and, in an inter-dependent world, 
have a retaliatory impact on the US 
market as well. The potential 500 
per cent tariff on India, part of a 
proposed US bill, can be interpreted 
as a virtual trade embargo, making 

Indian goods commercially unviable 
in the US market and could lead to job 
losses in India. 

For the US, it would result in higher 
prices and supply chain disruptions for 
businesses that rely on Indian imports. 

India has already been subject to 
a cumulative 50 per cent tariff on 
most goods since August 2025 
because of its Russian oil purchases. 
But a 500 per cent tariff would 
represent a punitive measure rather 
than a standard trade policy tool. A 
500 per cent tariff would effectively 
halt Indian exports to the US, 
impacting key sectors like textiles, 
gems and jewellery, leather, and 
auto ► Cont. to Page-7 

New Delhi, Jan 12 (FN Bureau) 

Chief Justice of India Justice 
Surya Kant paid rich tributes 
to Swami Vivekananda, 

d e s c r i b i n g 
him as one of 
India’s greatest 
v i s i o n a r i e s 
and the 
country’s finest 
i n t e r n at i o n a l 
a m b a s s a d o r 
of culture and 
p h i l o s o p h y .
While inaugurating a blood 
donation camp at the Supreme 
Court premises on Monday, the 
Chief Justice said that Swami 
Vivekananda’s teachings remain 

deeply relevant, especially for 
the younger generation. The 
blood donation camp was jointly 
organised by the Supreme 
Court Bar Association (SCBA) 
and the Adhivakta Parishad, 

Supreme Court Unit, 
on the occasion of 
Vivekananda Jayanti.
“What a great visionary 
person Swami 
Vivekananda was. His 
teachings are extremely 
important, especially 
for the new generation. 
Each word he spoke 

was visionary, full of moral and 
ethical values, and promoted our 
country’s rich heritage and cultural 
ethos. He was India’s greatest 
international ► Cont. to Page-7 

New Delhi, Jan 12 (Agency) 

India will host the 28th 
Conference of Speakers and 
Presiding Officers of the 

C o m m o n w e a l t h 
(CSPOC) from 
January 14 to 16, 
2026, marking one 
of the largest inter-
p a r l i a m e n t a r y 
gatherings in the 
country in recent 
years, with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi set to 
inaugurate the event at the historic 
Central Hall of the Samvidhan 
Sadan on January 15. Lok Sabha 
Speaker Om Birla, who will chair 
the conference, said the meet 

will focus on how emerging 
technologies such as artificial 
intelligence and social media 
are reshaping the functioning of 
democratic institutions.
Addressing a press conference on 

Monday, Birla said that 
the four-day event, 
including arrivals 
and post-conference 
engagements, would 
bring together 
Speakers and Presiding 
Officers from across 
the Commonwealth 

to deliberate on strengthening 
parliamentary democracy 
in a rapidly changing global 
environment. “India is honoured 
to host the 28th CSPOC at a time 
when ► Cont. to Page-7 

New Delhi, Jan 12 (FN 
Representative) 

The cities in the country are 
extremely important for 
many reasons with a crucial 

one being that the nation has an 
avowed ambition to become a 30 
trillion dollar economy by 2047, 
and the urban areas will be playing 
an important role as growth hubs 
in this journey. The Comptroller 
and Auditor General (CAG) Sanjay 
Murthy has said that the audits 
across the urban development 
landscape in the country may 
be oriented towards making 
constructive and implementable 
recommendations, to enable the 
government to provide high-
quality urban governance and 

services to the citizens, contributing 
towards the nation's growth and 
the ambition towards becoming a 
30 trillion dollar economy. It was 
between January 8 and 10, 
CAG's Regional Capacity 
Building and Knowledge 
Centre (RCB&KC), 
New Delhi, headed by 
Rajdeep Singh (Director 
General) conducted a 
three-day workshop on 
“Urban Development and 
Governance,” where the 
concluding session held on 
Saturday was chaired by 
the CAG.
Murthy emphasised that learning 
from the workshop must be 
implemented in their respective 
audit domains by the officials 
concerned who attended the 

training, in a bid to support the 
economy's growth.
Speaking exclusively to UNI, 
retired IAS and now a Professor 

of Practice at the Indian School 
of Public Policy, OP Agarwal, 
who headed the faculty that 
conducted the workshop, said 
that in all the economies around 
the world that witnessed rapid 

growth, the expansion was seen 
in the manufacturing and the 
services sectors, and such activities 
primarily happen in the urban 

areas. He said that is why 
the cities in the country are 
extremely important for 
many reasons, especially 
from the perspective of 
economic growth, as they 
also cater to the youth 
for providing jobs in 
the manufacturing and 
services sector. Agarwal 
has emphasised that the 
urban areas have to be 

prepared not only to accommodate 
the rapid growth, but also to 
proactively enable the same. He 
stated that the way to go forward in 
line with rapid progress is to strike 
► Cont. to Page-7 
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FDA seizes banned flavoured tobacco worth Rs 9.71 crore in Maharashtra

India-Germany trade hits record $50 billion, leaders push investment, supply chains

Naveen Jindal reiterates his commitment for the all-round development of Kaithal

IIT BHU launches ‘Akashganga Cloud’ in collaborationSelf-reliance in defence key to strategic autonomy: Defence Secretary

Himachal apple growers supplying over 
100 boxes must submit land records

Varanasi, Jan 12 (Bureau) 

The Indian Institute 
of Technology (IIT) 
BHU on Monday 

launched ‘Akashganga 
Cloud’, a multi-year and 
visionary cloud research 
initiative, in collaboration 
with Amazon Web Services 
(AWS), Synchron, and 
the IIT (BHU) Alumni 
Foundation USA. The 
primary objective of this 
initiative is to strengthen 
the cloud computing 
infrastructure at IIT (BHU) 
and accelerate advanced 
research and innovation 
across various disciplines. 
The inauguration ceremony 
was attended by several 
distinguished guests, 
including Sudeep John, an 
IIT (BHU) alumnus and 
senior leader in the global 
cloud ecosystem; Faisal 
Hussain, CEO and Co-
founder of Synchron; Prof. 
Amit Patra, Director of IIT 
(BHU); Sagar Bhimavarapu, 
President of the IIT (BHU) 
Alumni Foundation USA; 

Prof. Rajesh Kumar, Dean of 
Research and Development; 
Prof. Hiralal Pramanik, 
Dean of Resources and 
Alumni Affairs; Prof. 
Bhaskar Biswas, Head of the 
Department of Computer 
Science and Engineering, 
along with faculty members 
and research scholars from 
various departments of the 
institute.
During the ceremony, 
Director Prof. Amit Patra 
formally launched the 
‘Akashganga Cloud’ web 
portal. This dedicated 
digital platform will provide 
students and faculty 
members with easy access 
to advanced cloud-based 
resources, thereby fostering 
cutting-edge research and 
innovation. ‘Akashganga 
Cloud’ is a flagship initiative 
spearheaded by the 
Department of Computer 
Science and Engineering 
at IIT (BHU). In his 
address, Prof. Amit Patra 
highlighted the vision and 
significance of this initiative. 
He said, “‘Akashganga’ 
name underscores the 

core philosophy of 
this initiative—‘Akash’ 
symbolizes the boundless 
possibilities of the 
cloud, while ‘Ganga’ 
represents continuous 
flow, connectivity, and 
the constant exchange 
of knowledge and 
innovation. This name 
signifies a comprehensive, 
interconnected, and 
dynamic cloud-based 
research ecosystem.” He 
further added that this 
strategic collaboration will 
position IIT (BHU) as a 
center of excellence in cloud 
research and innovation, 
strengthen industry-
academia collaboration, 
and enable the development 
of next-generation cloud-
enabled solutions. The 
launch of ‘Akashganga 
Cloud’ is a significant step 
in IIT (BHU)’s digital 
transformation journey. 
It further reinforces the 
institute’s commitment to 
global research leadership 
and technological 
excellence.

Chandigarh, Jan 12 (Representative) 

Emphasising that self-
reliance in defence is both 
a national necessity and 

a strategic imperative, Defence 
Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh on 
January 10 said India stands at a 
crucial juncture in its defence and 
industrial evolution. Addressing 
the Defence Skilling Conclave 
on Defence, Aerospace 
and Strategic Sector Skill 
Development here, he 
underlined that long-term 
strategic autonomy can 
only be achieved through 
sustained indigenisation of 
manufacturing, skills and 
technology. The Defence 
Secretary said that over the 
past decade, India’s defence 
ecosystem has undergone 
a significant transformation 
under the vision of Aatmanirbhar 
Bharat. The sector, he noted, 
has shifted away from a heavy 
reliance on imports to a diversified 
and dynamic framework that 
involves Defence Public Sector 
Undertakings, private industry, 
MSMEs, and a growing start-up 

base. Highlighting policy reforms 
and initiatives aimed at improving 
the Ease of Doing Business, 
Singh said these measures have 
encouraged domestic design and 
manufacturing across a wide 
range of platforms. Indigenous 
production now spans unmanned 
aerial vehicles, sensors and 
advanced subsystems, as well as 
complex platforms such as artillery 

guns, armoured vehicles and 
missile systems. 
He added that the issuance of 
hundreds of industrial licences 
has deepened private sector 
participation, while defence 
exports have seen a sharp rise, 
reflecting India’s expanding 
footprint in global markets. Citing 

platforms such as the Light Combat 
Aircraft Tejas, Astra beyond-
visual-range missile, Dhanush 
artillery guns and aircraft carrier 
INS Vikrant, the Defence Secretary 
said these projects demonstrate 
growing coordination between 
industry, research institutions and 
a skilled workforce. He stressed 
that evolving global supply chains 
and rapid technological change 

present both challenges 
and major opportunities 
for India’s defence sector. 
Singh also drew attention 
to the importance of human 
capital, stating that genuine 
strategic autonomy requires 
control not only over 
hardware but also over skills, 
technology and intellectual 
property. He referred to 
ongoing efforts under 
the Skill India Mission, 

with national agencies assessing 
current capabilities and future skill 
requirements for the defence and 
aerospace sectors.
Referring to the Prime Minister’s 
Skilling and Employment through 
Technology Upgradation (PM-
SETU) programme, he said the 
initiative aims to bridge gaps 

between academia, industry and 
defence research. With substantial 
financial support planned over 
five years, the programme 
focuses on Centres of Excellence, 
apprenticeships, technology-
enabled training and structured 
pathways for Agniveers and 
veterans. The Defence Secretary 
also highlighted Punjab’s untapped 
potential in defence manufacturing, 
calling for stronger ecosystem 
linkages, enhanced MSME 
participation and dedicated skill 
and testing infrastructure. He said 
disciplined and technically trained 
youth emerging from the Agnipath 
scheme could play a key role in 
strengthening defence production 
and allied strategic sectors. The 
conclave, organised by the Punjab 
government in collaboration with 
industry bodies, was attended by 
senior officials, industry leaders, 
academics and representatives of 
the armed forces. Singh said the 
discussions reaffirmed a shared 
commitment to building a secure, 
self-reliant and technologically 
advanced India, with Punjab 
and the northern region poised 
to become important drivers of 
defence-led growth.

Gandhinagar, Jan 12 (Reporter) 

India and Germany said on 
Tuesday that bilateral trade in 
goods and services “surpassed 

$50 billion” in 2024, accounting 
for “over 25%” of India’s total trade 
with the European Union, as the 
two countries sought to deepen 
cooperation across technology, 
clean energy and global supply 
chains. Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and German Chancellor 
Friedrich Merz, in a joint statement, 
said two-way investments were 
“strong” and had helped “diversify 
global supply chains”, adding that 
trade had reached a “record high” in 
2024 with momentum continuing 
into 2025. The leaders reaffirmed 
their commitment to “fully realise 
untapped economic potential”, 
including through SMEs, startups, 
digitalisation, artificial intelligence 
and innovation-driven enterprises. 
Modi invited German companies 
to “invest and expand” in India, 
citing “strong economic growth, a 
business-friendly environment and 
a highly skilled workforce”, while 
Merz described Germany as an 
“attractive destination” for Indian 

investors. Both sides reiterated 
support for concluding the India–
EU Free Trade Agreement, calling 
it a “key outcome” of the upcoming 
EU-India summit that would 
“inject further momentum” into 
bilateral economic ties.
The leaders welcomed the signing 
of a Joint Declaration of Intent to 
strengthen economic cooperation 
through the German-Indian CEO 
Forum, and said engagement 
with business leaders would 
encourage collaboration in 
areas such as technology, 
automotives, defence, 
shipbuilding, infrastructure, 
pharmaceuticals, chemicals, 
biotechnology and energy. 
On technology, the two 
sides said cooperation 
was expanding in “critical and 
emerging technologies”, including 
semiconductors, critical minerals, 
digitalisation, telecommunications 
and health, under the Innovation 
and Technology Partnership 
Roadmap. The leaders welcomed 
a new Semiconductor Ecosystem 
Partnership, and noted the opening 
of a Global Capability Centre by 
German chipmaker Infineon in 
India’s GIFT City. Progress was also 

reported on cooperation in critical 
minerals, including exploration, 
processing, recycling and overseas 
asset development. The leaders 
said a work plan for the Indo-
German Digital Dialogue (2026–
27) had been finalised, focusing on 
internet governance, AI, Industry 
4.0 and emerging technologies, 
and welcomed agreements on 
telecommunications and extended 
cooperation under the Indo-
German Science and Technology 

Centre.
India and Germany said they were 
advancing Centres of Excellence 
on Innovation covering battery 
technology, green transport, digital 
convergence and healthcare, while 
also expanding cooperation in 
bioeconomy, space, and traditional 
medicine. On climate and energy, 
the leaders reviewed progress 
under the Green and Sustainable 
Development Partnership, noting 

that around “5 billion euros” 
of Germany’s “10 billion euro” 
commitment through 2030 had 
already been “used or earmarked” 
for projects including renewable 
energy, green mobility, hydrogen, 
urban infrastructure and climate 
adaptation. They welcomed 
deeper cooperation on green 
hydrogen, including alignment 
between India’s National Green 
Hydrogen Mission and Germany’s 
National Hydrogen Strategy, 

and noted a “large-scale 
binding offtake agreement” 
for Indian-produced green 
ammonia. On global issues, 
the leaders reaffirmed support 
for a “free and open Indo-
Pacific”, international law and 
UNCLOS, and announced 

a new Indo-Pacific consultation 
mechanism. They also reiterated 
backing for the India–Middle 
East–Europe Economic Corridor 
(IMEC). India and Germany 
called for “urgent reform” of the 
UN Security Council, expressed 
concern over the war in Ukraine, 
welcomed steps towards ending 
the conflict in Gaza, and reiterated 
support for a “negotiated two-state 
solution” in the Middle East. 

AFFIDAVIT
By virtue of an affidavit sworn before 
the Executive Magistrate, Bargarh, I, 
Gopal Chandra Agrawal, S/o. Kedarnath 
Agrawal, R/o. Ward No.- 10, Joshi 
Complex, P.O./P.S./Dist.: Bargarh, declare 
by this affidavit that my actual and correct 
name is Gopal Chandra Agrawal which 
is mentioned in my Aadhaar Card (xxxx 
xxxx 0026). But in my HSC Certificate my 
surname has been wrongly mentioned 
Agrawalla instead of Agrawal. Hence both 
the names are one and same person for 
all purposes. 

By virtue of an affidavit sworn before the Notary Public, 
Barpali,dt.06.01.2026,I, MOHAN AGRAWAL, 56yrs., S/o-Late 
Raghunath Agrawal, At-Barpali (Jagannath Nagar) Po/ Ps/Tahasil-
Barpali, Dist-Bargarh,Odisha declare that on dt.02.01.2026 while 
I was returning from daily market to my house I have lost my bag 
containing R.O.R,khata No. 87, Mouza-Barpali along with other 
papers kept inside the bag. Regarding this I have submitted an FIR 
before the IIC , Barpali dt 06.01.2026. Hence, this affidavit is to be 
produced before the concerned Authority as and when required.

Mohan Agrawal
       Deponent

LOST

Shimla, Jan 12 (Bureau) 

Apple growers 
producing more 
than 100 boxes of 

apples in Himachal Pradesh 
will be required to submit 
land ownership details while 
claiming payments under 
the Market Intervention 
Scheme (MIS), according 
to the Managing Director 
of the HPMC. The MD 
said that as per the revised 
MIS guidelines, growers 
supplying over 100 boxes 
must furnish revenue 
documents such as Khata 
and Khatoni to establish 
land ownership and ensure 
proper verification of 
claims. "The measure has 
been introduced to bring 
greater transparency and 
prevent misuse of the 
scheme in cases involving 
large quantities of produce," 

he said. At the same time, 
the Managing Director 
clarified that apple growers 
producing less than 100 
boxes under MIS have been 
exempted from submitting 
land records. This relaxation 
has been provided to reduce 
procedural burden on small 
and marginal farmers and to 
facilitate quicker settlement 
of their claims.
He said the revised 
documentation requirement 
would not affect genuine 
growers and that HPMC 
is committed to ensuring 
the timely disbursement 
of MIS payments once 
the required records are 
verified. "The corporation 
is also working to 
streamline procedures 
so that payments 
reach farmers without 
unnecessary delay," he 
added. The clarification 
comes amid concerns 
raised by growers over 

delays in MIS payments and 
increasing documentation 
requirements. Farmer 
bodies have urged HPMC to 
ensure that the verification 
process remains farmer-
friendly and does not result 
in prolonged withholding of 
dues. Reiterating HPMC’s 
commitment to supporting 
apple growers, the MD said 
the MIS remains a crucial 
safety net during periods 
of market distress, and all 
efforts are being made to 
implement it smoothly and 
transparently.

Kaithal, Jan 12 (FN Bureau) 

While celebrating Lohri 
and Makar Sankranti 
with journalists 

and media personnel, Naveen 
Jindal MP has reiterated his 
commitment to work for the all-
round development of Kaithal 
region. The event was organised 
in an informal and intimate 
atmosphere at Hotel Grace in 
the city. On the occasion, Jindal 
talked about strengthening 
relations with the fourth pillar 
of democracy and also gave the 
message of unity, harmony and 

healthy living. While interacting 
with the media, Jindal said 
that journalists are the mirror 
of the society. Media work to 
convey the voice of the common 
people to the government 
and administration. It has an 
important role in the society 
in making the government's 
welfare schemes accessible to 
the common people, so that 
every eligible person can avail 
the benefits of the schemes. 
He said that the festivals of 
Lohri and Makar Sankranti 
are symbols of new energy. 
Jindal emphasised on mutual 
brotherhood and communal 

harmony through this event. In 
an informal conversation amid 

the celebrations, he reiterated 
his commitment towards the 
development of Kaithal and 
surrounding areas.
Jindal said that under the 
guidance of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Chief 
Minister Nayab Singh Saini, 
continuous work is being done 
for the development of Kaithal. 
To generate inclination towards 
sports among the youth, MP 
Sports Competition was also 
organised recently. "We must 
play some sport or the other, so 
that our body remains physically 
and mentally healthy. By playing 
games we either win or learn. He 

called upon the journalists to take 
out some time in their busy lives 
and do exercise every day. To stay 
healthy, take good sleep also," 
Jindal said. Pradhan Mantri Setu 
Yojana has been started for skill 
development among the youth, 
through which various ITIs will 
be upgraded. Its objective is to 
develop skills among the youth 
and make them self-reliant. 
Representatives of various media 
organisations present at the 
program welcomed this initiative 
of the MP. Journalists said that 
such an event becomes a positive 
medium of communication with 
public representatives.

Nashik, Dec 12 (Reporter) 

In Nashik district, a special flying 
squad of the FDA seized a stock 
of banned flavoured tobacco and 
gutkha worth approximately 
Rs 9.71 crore. Cases have been 
registered against 11 people 
under the Food Safety Act in 
this regard. The seized stock 
is valued at approximately Rs 
9,71,02,365, and cases have been 
registered against 11 individuals 
under the Indian Penal Code 
and the Food Safety Act. The 
operation was conducted by a 
special team under the guidance 
of Nashik Divisional Joint 
Commissioner (Food) Manish 
Sanap and Special Squad Head 

Yadurai Dahatonde, along with 
Assistant Commissioner (Food) 
Bhandara, and included officers 
Gajanan Gore, Ashok Ilager, 
and Food Safety Officers, as 
well as the Nashik divisional 
team comprising Vinod Dhawad 
(Assistant Commissioner Food), 
Gopal Kasar, and Govind 
Gaikwad, Food Safety Officers. 
A case was registered at the 
Dindori police station following 
an operation conducted 
on January 8 at Elitecon 
International Limited, Talegaon, 
Dindori. During this operation, 
a stock of 508 boxes of Kash 
Premix Shisha containing 
flavoured tobacco, a banned 
food product, manufactured by 
Golden Cryo Private Limited, 

Gat No. 395, Padli Deshmukh, 
Padli Phata, Tal. Igatpuri, was 
found. Accordingly, on January 
10, a joint team of the LCB 
police and the Wadiware 
police station inspected 
the premises of Golden 
Cryo Private Limited, a 
cigarette manufacturing 
company. 
During the inspection, 
the police seized 
approximately 2000 
boxes of packed 
cigarettes, a packing 
machine (Tipco), 40 
rolls of unlabelled 
silver packaging material, a 
Hi Pack packing machine, and 
approximately 200 sacks of 
raw flavoured tobacco in plastic 

packaging. The packing machine 
(Tipco), along with 40 rolls of 
unlabelled silver packaging and 
a Hi Pack packing machine, 

have been sealed to prevent the 
manufacturing of prohibited food 
products, specifically flavoured 
tobacco. Instructions have been 

given not to use the machines 
until further notice, the police 
informed. The FDA has asked 
the citizens to share information 

about sale, 
p r o d u c t i o n , 
storage, or 
transportation 
of flavoured 
tobacco, gutkha, 
or similar 
prohibited food 
products on their 
toll-free number 
1 8 0 0 2 2 2 3 6 5 . 
The agency has 
also warned 

vendors against transporting, 
storing or sellingh flavored 
tobacco, gutkha, or similar 
prohibited food products. 
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CBI to question Actor-Politician Vijay...
Anurag Thakur, Tejasvi Surya among members, to visit Karur 
and investigate the incident.Initially, the Madras High Court 
established a Special Investigation Team (SIT) to look into 
the events leading up to the tragedy. Later, the Supreme Court 
took up the case, directing the Central Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) to conduct the investigation under the supervision of a 
committee led by a former Supreme Court judge.The single-
member inquiry commission that the Tamil Nadu government 
had previously appointed was also overturned by the top court, 
which determined that the case called for a more unbiased and 
reliable investigation.Notably, the TVK, Vijay's party, had also 
demanded an impartial investigation into the incident.

Delhi shivers under severe cold, fog ...
advisory issued on X, the airlines wrote, “Travel Advisory: 
Low visibility and fog over Chandigarh may impact flight 
schedules. We are closely monitoring the weather and doing 
our best to get you where you need to be, safely and smoothly. 
We request that you stay updated on your flight status via our 
website or app. Please be assured that our teams are here to assist 
you at every step and provide full support. We look forward to 
clearer skies and a swift return to our regular schedule. Thank 
you for your patience and understanding.”Spice Jet too issued 
an advisory for their flights scheduled for Monday. “Due to 
expected bad weather (poor visibility) in Delhi (DEL), Amritsar 
(ATQ), Jaipur (JAI), Leh (IXL), Srinagar (SXR), Jammu 
(IXJ), Dharamshala (DHM), Varanasi (VNS), Ayodhya (AYJ), 
Darbhanga (DBR), Patna (PAT), Bagdogra (IXB), Gorakhpur 
(GOP), Guwahati (GAU), Kolkata (CCU), Shillong (SHL), 
Shivamogga (RQY), Hyderabad (HYD), Udaipur (UDR), all 
departures/arrivals and their consequential flights might get 
affected. Passengers are requested to keep a check on their 
flight status,” the post on X read.Akasa Air also cautioned its 
guests on weather related uncertainities in a post on X, 

US Tariffs against India can fast-...
parts. Labour-intensive industries, particularly small and 
medium enterprises (MSMEs) will also be impacted. Weaker 
exports could affect manufacturing output. Geo-politically, the 
move would strain the broader India-US strategic partnership, 
pushing India to further diversify its trade partners and 
reinforce ties with other groupings. The US move should be 
a trigger for India to strengthen BRICS and the Russia-India-
China (RIC) forum. However, India seems to have taken the 
announcement of 500 per cent tariff with a pinch of salt and has 
given a measured response. This is because of many factors, 
including India's domestic market strength. India's domestic 
demand provides a significant cushion against external shocks. 
Strengthening the local and rural economy can effectively 
mitigate the impact of such tariffs. India has consistently 
defended the oil trade with Russia in its national interest. 
Following the imposition of 50 per cent tariffs, India has been 
actively pursuing trade deals with other partners, such as the 
EU and Mercosur bloc, and promoting 'Atmnirbharta' (self-
reliance) to reduce dependence on the US. The US, too, would 
face a negative impact. US consumers would face substantial 
price hikes on everyday products imported from India. US 
importers would be forced to seek alternative sourcing partners, 
disrupting existing supply chains and increasing operational 
costs. US businesses relying on Indian imports would face 
higher costs, and exporters from other countries like Vietnam 
and Bangladesh would benefit. There is also a possibility of 
the imposition of retaliatory measures by India, which has the 
potential to damage the long-term diplomatic and strategic 
relationship. The India-US strategic relationship is vital for 
countering China's influence in the Indo-Pacific. Overall, the 
unilateral use of high tariffs undermines multilateral trade 
arrangements. This is not the first time that the US has tried 
to pressure India on several issues, including geopolitical 
alignments, trade and nuclear tests. There have been several 
instances of pressure, and sanctions by the United States against 
India between 1965 and the recent tariff warnings. During the 
Bangladesh Liberation War in 1971, the U.S. under President 
Richard Nixon supported Pakistan and sent the nuclear-armed 
Seventh Fleet to the Bay of Bengal. The US action was seen 
as a warning to India. In 1974, the U.S. imposed sanctions, 
including export controls and the suspension of nuclear 
cooperation, after India's first nuclear test, 'Smiling Buddha' 
at Pokhran. In 1998, following India's Pokhran-II nuclear 
tests, President Bill Clinton imposed extensive economic 
and military sanctions under the Glenn Amendment. These 
sanctions, which included cutting off most aid and blocking 
defence technology exports, were the most severe. Even before 
the recent 500 per cent tariff warnings, trade tensions were 
going on between the two countries. India's purchase of the 
Russian S-400 missile system in 2018 raised the possibility 
of U.S. sanctions under the Countering America's Adversaries 
Through Sanctions Act (CAATSA), though an India-specific 
waiver was eventually approved by the US House in 2022. 
In 1965, India faced a severe food crisis because of droughts 
and wars with China in 1962 and Pakistan in 1965. India was 

Ignite the self, serve the nation: CJI...
ambassador of culture and philosophy,” the Chief Justice 
said. Justice Surya Kant was among several national leaders 
who paid homage to Swami Vivekananda on his 164th birth 
anniversary, observed across the country as National Youth 
Day. Leaders from different walks of life, including the Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee, also paid their respects, recalling Swami 
Vivekananda’s enduring message of character-building, self-
belief, and nation-building. A common theme running through 
the tributes was the emphasis on energising India’s youth by 
drawing inspiration from Swami Vivekananda’s ideals and 
guiding them towards the goal of building a developed and self-
reliant nation. The National Youth Day this year was observed 
with the theme 'Ignite the Self; Impact the World'. The Chief 
Justice’s participation in the event highlighted the judiciary’s 
engagement with national icons and social causes. Justice Surya 
Kant took oath as the 53rd Chief Justice of India in November 
2025 and has since been actively associated with initiatives 
that underline constitutional values, social responsibility, and 
inspiration drawn from India’s civilisational heritage.

India to host 28th Commonwealth...
parliaments worldwide are grappling with new challenges 
and opportunities posed by technology, changing public 
expectations and concerns relating to the security and well-
being of legislators,” Birla said. “The focus this year will be 
on the application of artificial intelligence and social media in 
parliamentary functioning, while preserving the core democratic 
values of transparency, accountability and impartiality,” Birla 
said. Prime Minister Modi will inaugurate the conference 
on January 15 at 10.30 AM and deliver the keynote address. 
Following the inaugural session, the Prime Minister will 
interact informally with the Speakers and Presiding Officers of 
Commonwealth and autonomous parliaments and participate 
in a group photograph. Modi had earlier inaugurated the 
9th G20 Parliamentary Speakers’ Summit (P20) hosted by 
India in October 2023, the last major inter-parliamentary 
conference held in the country. CSPOC, established in 1969 
on the initiative of the then Speaker of the Canadian House 
of Commons, Lucien Lamoureux, is an independent forum 
that brings together Speakers and Presiding Officers of the 53 
national parliaments of Commonwealth countries. While it has 
no formal affiliation with the Commonwealth Parliamentary 
Association (CPA), the Commonwealth Secretariat or the 
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM), its 
membership mirrors that of the CPA. Canada has provided the 
secretariat for CSPOC since its inception. The stated aims of 
the conference are to uphold impartiality and fairness among 
Presiding Officers, promote understanding of parliamentary 
democracy in its various forms, and support the development 
of strong parliamentary institutions. The conference operates 
on a two-year cycle, with a full membership conference held 
every alternate year. The decision to host the 28th CSPOC 
in India was taken during the 25th conference in Ottawa in 
January 2020, in consultation with the Ministry of External 
Affairs. The formal handover to India took place at the 
conclusion of the 27th CSPOC in Kampala, Uganda, in January 
2024, when Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha Harivansh 
led the Indian parliamentary delegation. As Chairperson of 

Urban development landscape audits...
the right balance, and for that the need is not only to follow 
a sustainable low growth path but also to keep supporting 
the economic activities. He said that the planning and the 
infrastructure development of the cities need to be based on 
an economic vision and not as per the traditional process, 
which is incremental and does not take into account a future 
economic growth driver. According to the expert, plans for the 
expansion and development of the urban areas need to be based 
on the vision for the future, while he also mentioned about Niti 
Aayog's new initiative of having twenty growth hubs and many 
states have already picked up this idea, he added. Agarwal said 
that the idea is to have focused attention on selected regions 
which can be developed as growth hubs. This would typically 
be a region around a city, which can be planned effectively 
to become a one trillion dollar economy, if there are twenty 
such then there are going to be twenty trillion coming in from 
such focused locations. He also stated that the vulnerability 
to disasters is higher in cities, given their higher density and 
the need is to prepare them in advance for such challenges. 
Futuristic plans based on key economic drivers for such focused 
regions will help determine the infrastructure needs and the 
land requirements for these needs, which is going to create a 
more credible basis for master planning. The Covid pandemic, 
earthquakes, or floods, have clearly shown that how cities are 
vulnerable to emergencies and disasters. He pointed out that 
after considering all such challenges, what has been recognised 
is that there is a need to build capacity at the municipal level, 
state level, and the national level to deeply understand these 
challenges and also look at how these can be dealt with. "In 
today's planning, it is important to identify what are going to 
be the economic drivers for the city, how fast do we need to go, 
and what is the ambition," he said. Meanwhile, the workshop 
was attended by 7 IA&AS officers and 16 Senior Audit Officers 
and Assistant Audit Officers from across the country. 

Rajiv Ranjan Singh to visit Israel for...
conference. Discussions are expected to focus on strengthening 
bilateral cooperation through policy alignment and institutional 
partnerships, promoting sustainable fisheries management 
and modern aquaculture technologies, enhancing research, 
capacity building and innovation linkages, facilitating trade 
and investment through improved market access and standards, 
joint R&D in advanced aquaculture and advancing the blue 
economy agenda with emphasis on sustainability, climate 
resilience and food security.The Minister will also meet CEOs 
of major Israeli companies/start-ups in the fields of agriculture, 
fisheries and aquaculture. The programme includes visits to 
key institutions and innovation hubs offering insights into 
Israel’s cutting-edge technological ecosystem in the field of 
fisheries and aquaculture.

Jairam Ramesh flags fiscal federalism...
“The 2026–27 Budget will no doubt reflect the 
recommendations of the 16th Finance Commission,” Ramesh 
said in a statement, adding that States are already anxious 
about the direction of fiscal federalism. He pointed to the 
controversial 60:40 cost-sharing formula under laws that, he 
alleged, have weakened the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA).“The 2026/27 
Budget will no doubt reflect the recommendations of the 
16th Finance Commission,” Ramesh said in a statement, 
adding that States are already anxious about the direction of 
fiscal federalism. He pointed to the controversial 60:40 cost-
sharing formula under laws that, he alleged, have effectively 

US Ambassador-Designate to India...
He also welcomed India’s recent development, noting that India 
joins 'Pax Silica' as its newest member.Gor said, "I've travelled 
all over the world with President Trump, and I can attest that his 
friendship with Prime Minister Modi is real." He emphasised that 
"the United States and India are bound not just by shared interest, 
but by a relationship anchored at the highest levels. Real friends can 
disagree, but always resolve their differences in the end."Speaking 
about his recent conversation with the President, Gor shared, "I spoke 
with President Trump just yesterday, and I bring his warm wishes 
to all the people of India, especially his dear friend, the incredible 
Prime Minister Modi.""The President is quite busy, not only around 
the world, but also redecorating and renovating Washington, D.C. I 
shared with him that I had just driven past the beautiful India Gate. 
The President has embarked on building a ballroom at the White 
House, but one of the additional projects on his list is building 
something similar to the 'Arc de Triomphe' in Paris, and no offense 
to the French, but I think what we have here in Delhi might even 
surpass that."Gor had earlier described India as a “strategic partner 
whose trajectory will shape the region and beyond,” emphasising 
that New Delhi shares “more in common with the United States than 
it does with China.”  During Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 
he called India’s geographic position, economic rise, and military 
strength “a cornerstone of regional stability and a critical ally in 
advancing mutual security and prosperity.”

As Donroe doctrine hastens multi-...
Donald Trump invited Pakistan to lunch.” (Field Marshall Asim 
Munir was invited to the White House within a month of the 
Pahalgam attack in April, 2025, much to India’s consternation).
Yeo, who is in New Delhi to deliver the C.D.Deshmukh 
Memorial Lecture organised every year by the India International 
Centre, said “Trump is fast-forwarding the future (of the global 
order)... towards multi-polarism” and as a result both India and 
China, who “doff their caps” to each other, may well “stabilise 
their relationship.”The former foreign minister, who is also a 
recipient of India’s Padma Bhushan award, pointed out that the 
US President “thought he could browbeat India” over tariffs, 
“but India did not accept that”. Similarly, in China’s case, the 
tariff threat did not work, as “China played the rare earth card”, 
forcing the US to pull back on its threats.“They have an adult 
relationship … I think India and China will now stabilise their 
relationship. They are both ancient civilisations and each doffs 
its hat to the other,” he remarked, adding that “even though 
social media goes banana at times, the leadership of India and 
China have never spoken out against each other.”He pointed 
to the ambivalent stand taken by the US President on China’s 
aggressive drills against Taiwan and said that in the light of that, 
all concerned nations – “China, Taiwan, Japan and India … will 
keep all options open.” Yeo, who has always supported a close 
relationship between India and ASEAN and been viewed as a 
friend by India’s leadership, also said, “It will be best for India 
to protect itself and concentrate on economic growth. In the 
end, economic might is greater than (military) force.”

ED attaches properties worth...
politicians and bureaucrats, formed a racket to extort money 
from coal transporters at a rate of Rs. 25 per tonne of coal 
transported between July 2020 and June 2022. During this 
period, the syndicate illegally collected approximately Rs. 
540 crore. The extorted cash, constituting Proceeds of Crime, 
was used to bribe government officials and politicians, 
fund election-related expenses, and acquire movable and 
immovable assets. So far, properties worth Rs. 273 crore 
belonging to the accused have been identified and attached. 
During the investigation, the ED has arrested 11 persons. To 
date, five Prosecution Complaints against 35 accused have 
been filed before the Hon’ble Special Court (PMLA). Further 
investigation is ongoing.

highly dependent on food imports then, particularly wheat 
from the U.S. under the infamous PL-480 Food for Peace 
programme. The PL-480 was the then-US President Lyndon 
Johnson's use of food aid as a geopolitical bargaining chip. 
Johnson was not happy with India's non-aligned stance and 
criticism of the US bombing in Vietnam. He delayed PL-480 
shipments, creating a food shortage in India and exacerbating 
the crisis. The US made the food aid conditional on India 
implementing specific agricultural reforms. The quality of 
some imported grain was very poor, which, combined with 
political pressure, was widely perceived as an ''insult'' to the 
nation. This ''insult'' reinforced India's determination to achieve 
food security and start the Green Revolution. This humiliation 
served as a major catalyst for India to aggressively pursue the 
Green Revolution under the then Prime Minister Lal Bahadur 
Shastri and later Indira Gandhi. Noted agricultural scientist Dr 
M.S. Swaminathan was given the responsibility for ushering 
in the Green Revolution, which is bearing fruit even today and 
turned India into a food-surplus State within a few decades. 
Following India's nuclear tests in May 1998 (Pokhran-II), 
the US, under President Bill Clinton, imposed sanctions on 
India under the Glenn Amendment. The sanctions included 
the suspension of most US foreign aid, with exceptions for 
humanitarian assistance and food/agricultural commodities, 
the termination of all defence sales, military financing, and 
licenses for the export of items on the US Munitions List. 
Denial of any U.S. government credits and credit guarantees, 
or financial assistance from international financial institutions 
like the World Bank and IMF, and prohibiting US banks 
from extending loans or credit to India were some of the 
measures taken by the US against India. More than 200 Indian 
entities, including government research bodies and academic 
institutions linked to the nuclear programme, were blacklisted.

CSPOC since January 2024, Om Birla will preside over the 
Standing Committee meeting on January 14 at the Red Fort 
in Delhi. The Standing Committee, comprising 15 members, 
oversees CSPOC’s activities. Ahead of the meeting, visiting 
Speakers and Presiding Officers will be given a guided tour 
of the Red Fort and attend a light-and-sound programme, 
followed by a dinner hosted by the Lok Sabha Speaker. The 
formal inauguration and plenary sessions will take place at 
the Central Hall of the Samvidhan Sadan, while workshop 
sessions will be held in the Lok Sabha Chamber, Rajya Sabha 
Chamber and the Chamber of Princes. The conference agenda 
includes four workshop themes: AI in Parliament: Balancing 
innovation, oversight and adaptation; Social media and its 
impact on parliamentarians; Innovative strategies to enhance 
public understanding of Parliament and citizen participation 
beyond voting; Security, health and well-being of Members of 
Parliament and parliamentary officials. The first two topics will 
be discussed on January 15, while the remaining sessions will 
be held on January 16. A special plenary session will focus 
on 'The role of Speakers and Presiding Officers in maintaining 
strong democratic institutions,' with Birla delivering the 
keynote address. Apart from chairing the plenary meetings, 
the Lok Sabha Speaker will also preside over the Lightning 
Round, Special Plenary and Closing Plenary sessions. The 
CSPOC will be attended by Speakers and Presiding Officers 
from 53 Commonwealth countries, including 23 bicameral and 
30 unicameral parliaments. 

weakened the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA).“The States, already deeply 
concerned by the new 60:40 cost-sharing formula in the law 
that bulldozed away MGNREGA, will certainly be keeping 
their fingers even more crossed than ever,” he said. Ramesh 
outlined three major economic challenges that, according to 
him, require urgent attention in the Budget. First, he said, 
private corporate investment remains “markedly sluggish” 
despite substantial corporate tax cuts and robust profit margins.
Second, he highlighted a sharp decline in household savings, 
which he argued is constraining the economy’s overall 
investment capacity. Third, he warned that wealth, income and 
consumption inequalities continue to widen. “The economy 
faces many challenges. Three stand out,” Ramesh said, listing 
sluggish private investment, falling household savings, and 
rising inequality as key concerns.He cautioned that headline 
GDP growth figures alone cannot mask these underlying 
weaknesses and stressed that job creation at the scale India 
requires will not be possible without addressing them. “Higher 
GDP growth rates in actuality, so very essential for vastly 
expanded job creation, will simply not be sustainable unless 
these steps are taken now,” he said.

Harvik Desai's century seals Saurashtra win over Uttar Pradesh Padikkal’s unbeaten 81 powers Karnataka to win in rain-hit QF
Bengaluru, Jan 12 (FN Bureau) 

Devdutt Padikkal 
produced a composed 
and authoritative 

unbeaten knock to headline 
Karnataka’s 55-run victory 
over Mumbai via the VJD 
Method in a rain-affected 
first quarterfinal of the Vijay 
Hazare Trophy Elite 2025-26 at 
the BCCI Centre of Excellence 
Ground 1 here on Monday. 
Padikkal was named Player 
of the Match for his unbeaten 
81 off 95 balls, an innings that 
ensured Karnataka stayed 
well ahead of the VJD par 
score before rain brought an 
early end to the contest. His 
knock proved decisive in a 
high-pressure knockout game, 
effectively sealing Karnataka’s 
passage forward. Earlier, 
Karnataka’s disciplined 
bowling effort restricted 
Mumbai to 254 for 8 after the 
hosts won the toss and elected 
to bowl. Mumbai struggled for 
momentum through the early 
and middle overs, with wickets 
falling at regular intervals. 

Shams Mulani stood out for 
Mumbai with a resolute 86 off 
91 balls, holding the innings 
together after early setbacks 
and guiding his side to a 
competitive total.
For Karnataka, Vidyadhar 
Patil was the most successful 
bowler with figures of 3 
for 42, while 
Abhilash Shetty 
and Vidhwath 
Kaverappa picked 
up two wickets 
each. Vijaykumar 
Vyshak also 
chipped in with a 
wicket, ensuring 
Mumbai were kept in check 
despite Mulani’s resistance. 
In reply, Karnataka suffered 
an early blow when captain 
Mayank Agarwal was 
dismissed for 12, leaving the 
score at 44 for 1. Padikkal 
then took control of the chase, 
displaying patience, balance 
and sharp game awareness. He 
rotated the strike effectively, 
found the boundaries when 
needed and ensured the 
required rate never posed a 
challenge. Padikkal forged a 

decisive, unbroken 143-run 
partnership for the second 
wicket with Karun Nair, who 
provided solid support with an 
unbeaten 74 off 80 deliveries. 
Together, the pair neutralised 
Mumbai’s bowling attack and 
steadily took Karnataka past 
the VJD par score. At 187 

for 1 in 33 overs, 
Karnataka were 
firmly in command 
when rain 
interrupted play. 
With no further 
play possible, 
Karnataka were 
declared winners 

by 55 runs under the VJD 
Method. Devdutt Padikkal’s 
innings stood out as the 
defining performance of the 
match, underlining his ability 
to deliver under pressure 
and anchoring Karnataka’s 
convincing victory in the 
rain-curtailed quarterfinal.
Scores: Mumbai 254 for 8 in 50 overs

Karnataka 187 for 1 in 33 overs
Result: Karnataka won by 55 runs 

(VJD Method) due to rain
Player of the Match: Devdutt 

Padikkal

Bengaluru, Jan 12 (Reporter) 

Harvik Desai’s calm authority 
and flawless temperament 
under pressure defined 

Saurashtra’s rain-hit quarter-final 
triumph, as the skipper emerged as 
the top performer in a 17-run VJD-
method victory over Uttar Pradesh 
in the Vijay Hazare Trophy Elite 
2025–26 here on Monday. In a 
high-stakes knockout encounter 
repeatedly interrupted by rain, 
Desai stood tall with an unbeaten 
100 off 116 balls, anchoring 
Saurashtra’s chase with clarity and 
assurance. Chasing a challenging 
target of 311, the wicketkeeper-
batter took complete control of 
the innings, ensuring stability 
even as changing conditions 
and interruptions threatened to 
disrupt momentum. After the 
early dismissal of Vishvaraj Jadeja, 
Desai absorbed the pressure and 
rebuilt the innings with Prerak 
Mankad, whose fluent 67 injected 
momentum through the middle 
overs. The partnership proved 
decisive, allowing Saurashtra to 
stay well ahead of the VJD par 
score when rain returned and 

calculations began to favour the 
chasing side. What set Desai 
apart was not merely the century, 
but the manner in which it was 
constructed. He rotated the 
strike efficiently, punished loose 
deliveries without taking undue 
risks and constantly read the match 
situation, fully aware that rain could 
intervene at any 
stage. His innings 
reflected leadership 
in its truest sense 
— measured, 
responsible and 
match-aware. Even 
after Mankad and 
Sammar Gajjar 
were dismissed in 
quick succession, 
Desai remained 
unruffled, guiding Chirag Jani and 
ensuring the chase stayed firmly 
on track. Jani’s brisk unbeaten 40 
added impetus, but it was Desai’s 
presence at the crease that gave 
Saurashtra complete control before 
play was eventually abandoned.
Earlier, Uttar Pradesh had posted 
a formidable 310 for eight, built 
around an outstanding unbeaten 
88 by Sameer Rizvi and a fluent 88 
at the top by Abhishek Goswami. 

After the middle order failed to 
fully capitalise on promising starts, 
Rizvi absorbed the pressure and 
took charge of the innings with 
maturity. Saurashtra’s bowlers kept 
probing throughout, with left-arm 
pacer Chetan Sakariya providing 
early breakthroughs and finishing 
as the most successful bowler with 

three for 54. Prerak 
Mankad struck 
twice in the middle 
overs to check 
the scoring, while 
Ankur Panwar 
also picked up two 
wickets despite 
conceding runs. 
Dharmendrasinh 
Jadeja bowled 
with control and 

discipline, giving away just 38 
runs from his full quota of 10 
overs to maintain pressure. Rizvi’s 
role became even more crucial 
after the dismissal of Goswami, 
who had laid a solid platform. At 
179 for five, Uttar Pradesh were 
in danger of falling short of a 
par score, but Rizvi shifted gears 
seamlessly, guiding the lower 
order and ensuring the scoring 
rate never dipped. His unbeaten 

88 off 77 balls, laced with 10 
boundaries and two sixes, was 
built on sharp strike rotation 
early and calculated aggression 
at the death. He stitched together 
vital partnerships with Prashant 
Veer, Vipraj Nigam and Zeeshan 
Ansari, turning the final phase 
into a decisive surge that lifted 
Uttar Pradesh beyond the 300-
run mark. Beyond the numbers, 
Rizvi’s composure under pressure 
and ability to inspire confidence 
in those around him defined 
the innings and briefly tilted 
momentum in UP’s favour. 
However, Desai’s mastery of 
the chase ensured those efforts 
were neutralised when the VJD 
calculations came into play. 
When rain brought a premature 
end to proceedings at 238 for 
three in 40.1 overs, Saurashtra 
were comfortably ahead of the 
required score, sealing a 17-run 
victory. While Prerak Mankad 
was officially named Player of 
the Match, it was Harvik Desai’s 
century — forged under pressure 
and guided by sharp game 
awareness — that stood out as 
the defining performance of the 
quarter-final.
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